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Ringgold boys 

continue fast 

starts to hoop 

season.

Sports/B2

Gracey Kruse 
named Walker 
Co. Player of   
the Year.
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638-1859

Canaan     
Burnett named 
Walker Co. 
Pitcher of the 
Year.

Sports/B1

Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

Letters to Santa 
Each year, local elementary school students 

send heartfelt lists of wishes and wants to the 

Messenger which then are forwarded to the 

North Pole. Some, like the Pre-Ker above, are 

transcribed by teachers but most are exactly 

as submitted. Scattered throughout today’s 

edition are about two dozen missives to Jolly 

Old Saint Nicholas. And of course, no one 

had been naughty ... all have been nice.

How our nation views 
Christmas today

How many Americans plan to celebrate Christmas? And how many 
believe in the biblical Christmas story? A new Pew Research Center survey 
takes a closer look at these questions and more. The complete report begins 
on page B5

Holy Family figurines under a hut in the desert,. (Photoillustration by iStock.

com/lukbar)

By Andy Miller
Georgia Health News

This flu season in 
Georgia and the South 
is shaping up to be 
harsher than the last 
one.

Georgia is one of 
seven states overall 
— most of them in the 
Southeast — that have 
reported “widespread’’ 
flu activity, according 
to a new CDC report, 
tracking the week 
ending Dec. 2.

“Flu is increasing. 
We’re seeing a pretty 
steep increase in 
influenza activity across 
the U.S. but especially 
in the South,” Brendan 
Flannery, a co-author of 
the new report and an 
epidemiologist in the 
CDC’s flu division, told 
CNN.

The Georgia 
Department of Public 
Health said Friday 
that there have been 
47 influenza-associated 
hospitalizations in the 
eight-county metro 
Atlanta area so far this 
season. This time last 
year, there had been 26 
such hospitalizations, 
the agency said.

No flu-related 
deaths have been 
reported in Georgia.

Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Massachusetts, 
Mississippi, Oklahoma 

and Virginia also 

reported widespread 

activity.

Public health 

officials urge that 

everyone 6 months and 

older get a flu shot. The 

CDC, though, reports 

that fewer than half 

of Americans have 

received the vaccine so 

far this season.

Concern about a 

severe flu season comes 

from several factors, 

including signs that 

the season started a 

few weeks earlier than 

usual, NPR reported.

“When you have 

an early start with 

regional outbreaks, that 

is generally not a good 

sign,” said Anthony 

Fauci, who directs the 

National Institute of 

Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases. “Sometimes 

that’s the forerunner of 

a serious season.”

An early start could 

mean a longer season, 

which could mean more 

people end up getting 

infected with the flu, 

according to the NPR 

article.

Another reason 

for concern is that 

Australia had a severe 

flu season this year. 

(Because that country 

is in the Southern 

Hemisphere, its fall-

winter flu season occurs 

during our spring and 

summer months.)

A major reason for 

Australia’s problem is 

that the main strain of 

flu circulating there 

was one known as 

H3N2. That kind of flu 

virus tends to make 

people sicker than do 

other strains, especially 

the elderly, NPR said.

To make things 

worse, the flu vaccine 

appears to have been 

only about 10 percent 

effective against that 

strain in Australia. Part 

of the reason for that 

is that flu strains are 

constantly changing 

and the H3N2 strain 

used to make the 

vaccine mutated during 

production of the 

vaccine. This weakened 

the shot’s effectiveness.

“The mutation 

just happened to be 

in a very bad spot 

on the virus to make 

it essentially be a 

mismatch for the 

vaccine,” Fauci said.

The United States 

is using the same 

vaccine, and an H3N2 

strain appears to be 

dominating outbreaks in 

this country so far. But 
it could also turn out 
that the vaccine could 
be far more effective 
in the United States 
than it was in Australia, 
according to Flannery 
of the CDC.

That’s because a 
slightly different H3N2 
strain could end up 
dominating in this 
country, for example. 
Another possibility is 
that other flu strains 
could become more 
common. The vaccine 
provides stronger 
protection against 
those.

Dr. William 
Schaffner, an infectious 
disease specialist at 
Vanderbilt University, 
told CNN that “vaccine 
effectiveness” is not 
the sole measure of a 
vaccine’s benefits.

“When we measure 
vaccine effectiveness, 
that’s . . . protecting 
against disease 
completely,” said 
Schaffner.

“What’s not 
measured is that, even 
if you get the flu in 
spite of the vaccine, 
your flu case is likely 
to be milder; you’re 
less likely to have 
the complications of 
pneumonia, having to 
be hospitalized and 
dying,” he said.

Got that shot yet? Flu season 

could be rough here, data show

By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

Walker County 
Commissioner Shannon 
Whitfield last week announced 
that the partnership between 
the county and an onsite 
employee health care clinic 
will come to an end Dec. 29.

Southern Clinic Solutions 
has been the health care 
provider for both the county 
and the city of LaFayette for 
the past several years.

LaFayette on Dec. 11 

announced that its partnership 
is coming to a close with the 
current clinic at the end of the 
year.

Meanwhile the county listed 

the employee health clinic on 

the agenda for the Thursday, 

Dec. 14, commissioner’s 

meeting. But Whitfield tabled 

the matter until a future 

meeting because more details 

must be worked out, he said.

“The county has, for 

several years, provided an 

on-site health clinic for the 

employees. There has been a 

contract in place with a local 

provider. We have given them 

notice that we are suspending 

that contract as of the end of 

the year, so their service will 

run through Friday, Dec. 29, 

2017. We will continue with a 

clinic for our employees and 

their coverage dependents, so 

anyone that is on the county 

medical insurance program 

as an employee —and if they 

have their covered dependents 

County closing clinic

Clinic, page A12

By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

The city of LaFayette 
will follow the soon-to-be-
announced lead of Walker 
County government in closing 
the employee health clinic 
and begin working with CHI 
Memorial.

The matter was voted on 
during the Monday, Dec. 11, 
council meeting.

The current worksite 
clinic is located at 101 South 
Duke St. in LaFayette.

After the county decided 
to go with Memorial, having 
the city follow that lead would 
be beneficial, City Manager 
David Hamilton said.

One of the things Memorial 
is bringing to the table, 
Hamilton said, is that city 

employees can use either the 
CHI-run clinic in LaFayette 
or the one in Chickamauga.

Services will be available 
at the CHI clinics 36 hours per 
week — including Saturdays 
— as opposed to what the 
county and the city have now.

“I’m recommending that 
we move our employee clinic 
to CHI Memorial effective 
Jan. 2,” Hamilton said.

Mayor Andy Arnold said 
the move would benefit 
everyone..

“I think it is going to be a 
little more cost-effective ... 
and there are two locations,” 
Arnold said.

Not only will both 
locations be available to the 

LaFayette employee 
health care shifting 
to CHI Memorial

Memorial, page A12


