
By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

The underserved. 
The elderly who 
can’t afford a doctor. 
Children whose parents 
are struggling. 
Folks dealing 
with substance 
abuse or mental 
illness. These 
are the people 
who touch the 
heart of DeLaine 
Hunter, founder 
and CEO of 
North Georgia 
Healthcare 
Center in 
Ringgold.

Ten years ago, 
Hunter, who is a 
certified phlebotomist 
and pharmacy 
technician, had a 
full and happy life. 
She ran her own 
business, Occupational 
Fitness, which did 
health screenings 
for employers. She 
sponsored a child in 
Albania and several in 

Guatemala and made 
annual trips to the 
latter country with a 
group from her church 
to help with building 
projects and other 

needs.
It was when 

Hunter decided 
to expand her 
business so she 
could cover a 
few more areas 
– workman’s 
comp and DOT 
physicals – that 
everything 
changed. She 
consulted her 

accountant who asked 
her if she’d ever 
considered starting a 
non-profit.

The answer was 
no, but Hunter was 
intrigued and did some 
research. Could she 
bring her passion for 
helping to her own 
community? “The need 
right here at home is 
great,” says Hunter. “So 
many people cannot 

afford healthcare or 
can’t find a provider 
who takes Medicaid 
or other coverage they 
have.”

Hunter filed as a 
non-profit and found 
funding within days 
then spent four years 
implementing her new 
dream of opening a 
clinic that would make 
healthcare available 
to all people. North 
Georgia Healthcare 
Center, located on 

Alabama Highway 
(Ga. Highway 151) in 
Ringgold, is now nine 
years old and serves 
thousands of local 
residents. NGHCC 
accepts most forms of 
insurance, Medicare, 
Medicaid, and for those 
without any coverage, 
the health center 
charges on a sliding 
scale based on income. 
“We don’t turn anyone 
away because they’re 
struggling financially. If 
necessary, we work out 
payment plans they can 
manage,” says Hunter.

The journey has 
been arduous at times. 
Hunter and several 
staff members worked 
for seven years without 
pay or at reduced 
salaries. Hunter and 
others from NGHCC 
have gone door-to-door 
in local neighborhoods 
asking residents what 
they need in the way of 
healthcare. The need 
for funding is constant; 
Hunter applies for 
grants, seeks donations 
and partners with other 
groups.

NGHCC is no 
ordinary walk-in clinic. 
“We want to do more 
than treat symptoms,” 
says Hunter. “We want 
to help people prevent 
illness.” One example 

of how NGHCC works 
on prevention and 
also partners is their 
POWER program – 

Providing Outreach 

With Educational 

Resources, sponsored 

by AstraZeneca, a 

biopharmaceutical 

company. “It allows us 

to track and monitor 

cardiovascular patients 

in order to decrease 

their disease by 

exercise, healthy eating 

and free lab work,” says 

Hunter.

NGHCC has an 

indoor pool for 

aquatic exercise and 

a room full of exercise 

equipment. The center 

will soon be offering 
classes on managing 
weight and diabetes, 
general nutrition 
and other topics that 
contribute to healthy 
lifestyles.

NGHCC is staffed 
by a team of doctors, 
nurses, technicians 
and counselors. It has 
a public pharmacy 
with a drive-thru 
window that can fill 
prescriptions from any 
source and participates 
in the 340B program 
for established NGHCC 
patients to help reduce 
costs.
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The Catoosa County 
Board of Education got 
an update at its Jan. 
9 meeting on three 
ESPLOST V 
projects going on 
at local schools.

ESPLOST 
stands for 
Education 
Special Purpose 
Local Option 
Sales Tax. It is 
a one-percent 
tax on consumer 
goods in Catoosa 
County. The 
continuance of the 
tax is voted on during 
selected elections.

Mike Sholl, director 

of operations for 

Catoosa County Public 

Schools, provided 

information and 

showed board members 

pictures of the progress 

being made at two 

elementary schools and 

one high school.
The big project – a 

facility equitability 
and safety project at 
Graysville Elementary 
School – is aimed at 
improving instruction 

space and safety for 
students.

“The old part of 
the school,” says 
Catoosa Schools 
Communications 

Specialist 
Marissa Brower, 
“is 67 years old 
and has pod 
classrooms that 
don’t facilitate 
instruction very 
well. That part 
of the school is 
being removed 
and a new wing 
is being added.”

Graysville 
will also enjoy a new 
entrance designed with 
security in mind.

“The Board of 
Education is committed 
to facility equitability,” 
says Superintendent 
Denia Reese, “because 
they understand that 
parents want the 
school their child is 
zoned to attend to 
be equitable with all 
the other schools in 
the county. The new 
design for Graysville 
will improve safety and 
academic achievement 
while providing facility 
equitability.”

The other ESPLOST 
V projects board 
members were updated 
on were the remodeling 
of the media center at 
Battlefield Elementary 
School and the new sign 
Battlefield Parkway 

commuters have seen 
in front of Lakeview-
Fort Oglethorpe High 
School.

ESPLOST V 
funds have also been 
earmarked to cover 
projects that include 

updating security, 
updating playground 
equipment, purchasing 
new school buses, 
purchasing iPads 
and Chromebooks 
for students, and 
maintaining facilities.

ESPLOST V funds are paying for major changes at Graysville Elementary 

School, including a new wing and safety features. (Photo courtesy of Catoosa 

County Public Schools)

ESPLOST dollars at

work at three schools

Denia

Reese

Among the many things offered at North Georgia 

Healthcare Center is an indoor pool for aquatic 

exercise. (Catoosa News photo/Tamara Wolk)

North Georgia 

Healthcare Center is 

located at 6120 Alabama 

Highway (Ga. Highway 

151) in Ringgold. The 

center is open Monday 

through Friday, 7 a.m. to 

7 p.m. The center offers 

primary and specialized 

healthcare. The center 

can be reached at 

706-935-6442. Visit 

the center’s web site at 

nghcc.com to see a full 

list of services.

A PASSION TO HELP
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DeLaine Hunter turns a dream to reality 

with North Georgia Healthcare Center

North Georgia Healthcare Center in Ringgold is dedicated to making health 

care available to everyone, regardless of their income. (Catoosa News photo/

Tamara Wolk) Center, page A10


