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Area Calendar 

of Events

Mark those calendars 
now for the Holloway 
Hunny Pot Festival and 
Artisan Market coming 
up on Sept. 7 in Cedar-
town. The day is sched-
uled for Big Spring Park 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
For more information re-
garding vendor spots for 
the forthcoming event, 
contact Aimee Madden 
at amadden@cedartown-
georgia.gov or by calling 
770-748-3220. Reminder: 
the application deadline 
is this Friday.

The Cedartown-Polk 
County Humane Society is 
hosting a low cost rabies 
clinic coming up in Rock-
mart at the Hogue Gym at 
436 Hogue Ave., Rockmart 
on Saturday, Sept. 7 from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Cats and 
Dogs are $10 each. Other 
services like embedding 
a microchip in pets for 
$10, and Precious Paws 
will be on hand for nail 
trimming for $5. All pro-
ceeds go to the Humane 
Society.

Spooky Spokes is com-
ing to Cedartown on Oc-
tober 12 from 4 to 7 p.m. 
at Bert Wood Youth and 
Athletic Complex! Civic 
clubs, community orga-
nizations and more are 
invited to take part in the 
bike ride and Halloween 
Village. Find out more by 
calling the city at 770-
748-3220.

Get ready for the 45th 
annual Flea Market at 
Cedartown First United 
Methodist Church coming 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

Cedartown commissioners got 
to provide input on a new ordi-
nance coming soon to the city’s 
code book that will allow for the 
potential for a business to sell ci-
gars and more.

The goal is to regulate retail ci-
gar stores that also allow for sales 
of alcohol by the drink, with the 
language of the proposed ordi-
nance set to go before the city’s 
Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion later this month before city 
commissioners will get a chance 
to vote on it themselves.

A public hearing in the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission’s 
forthcoming August 26 meeting 
at 10 a.m. is the next step after 
city officials have drafted the or-
dinance based on those from sur-
rounding areas.

Assistant City Manager Edward 
Guzman said the ordinance was 
sought after an investor inquired 
about opening a cigar store in Ce-
dartown and through a specific 
request made by Commissioner 
Jessica Payton.

“After doing some research from 
surrounding cities, we’re basically 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

Facing the possibility of death 
can inspire people to do remark-
able things.

In the case of Marty Raulins, the 
possibility he could lose a battle to 
cancer gave him motivation to tell a 
story of how he became entangled 
in one of the strangest occurances 
in over a century and a half of Polk 
County history.

He, along with several others, 
were the ones responsible for land-
ing the infamous “Polk County Pot 
Plane” on a crude landing strip in 
the middle of nowhere, and in the 
process were caught by law en-
forcement and later turned loose 
because of a technicality.

This month is the 44th anniver-
sary of the plane touching down 
in Polk County, and Raulins felt it 
was now time to share details of 
what happened and how he and 
the crew he put together to make 
it happen were able to get out of 
trouble decades ago.

A smuggler’s dilemma

Drug trafficking is like any other 
business in one respect: it all comes 
down to money and time. How much 
profit can a person make off of a 
pound of marijuana and how much 
time will it take to get to customers 
is as much a problem as Coca-Cola 
has in keeping the margins low on 
carbonated sugar water in a can.

In Raulin’s case, it started out 
as a way for him to be able to en-
joy marijuana and make money at 
the same time. So at first he made 
a move to Florida — Boca Raton — 
to see how he might be able to do 
better than he was.

“I’ve always been a huge activist 
when it comes to the legalization of 
marijuana,” he said. He was part 
of NORML, knew people who were 
part of the legal community around 
drug cases, and much more.

“I had a cousin that was always 
in trouble in South Georgia,” Rau-
lins said. “This wasn’t the reason, I 
smuggled pot for money don’t get 
me wrong. But my cousin from Ha-
zelhurst, Georgia, he got in trouble 

down there. He saved his money 
and bought him a (Cor)vette, and 
came back. He smoked pot over 
there, and he got busted down there.”

Though his older cousin wasn’t 
exactly a model citizen, Raulins 
said the situation bothered him 
at the time and motivated him in 
part to try his hand.

“They kept throwing him in jail 
for these small amounts of pot,” 
Raulins said. “He went to jail four 
or five times. But five years later, 
he was in court in Hazelhurst. I had 
a pilot and another guy who got 
busted down there too. They were 
first offenders and were busted with 
an airplane with 1,000 pounds of 
pot. They got probation. My cousin 
got five years for a DUI because of 
his previous little bitty amounts of 
marijuana.”

Meanwhile, he and his friends 
were doing well in the business 
for themselves.

At the time, Raulins said he was 
able to turn over a pound of pot he 
bought in Atlanta for $300, and 
turn around and sell it in Man-
hattan for $1,000. Multiply that 
by hundreds of pounds and real 
profits can be made.

“I was making three or four times 
off of it than what I bought it for,” 
Raulins said. “But it was periodic.”

Those real profits could only 
come by way of finding a supplier 
who was able to provide hundreds 
of pounds at a time at a low cost.

When he got into smuggling at 
24, the first thing he tried was to 
transport a load on a friend’s sail 
boat, hoping to avoid the attention 
of authorities in the Caribbean.

“He wasn’t already a dealer like 
me, he was a boat person,” Rau-
lins said. “We knew a guy that 
was on the FBI’s 10 most want-
ed list who just sailed around 
the world all the time. He nev-
er got off his boat... They never 
could catch him because all he 
did was sail a load to the Baha-
mas, and drop it off and help 
the people get it and go. That’s 
all he ever did.”

That was the sail boat they 
used for their first load. It was 
a boring 45-day affair that once 
over, Raulins said he believed 
there must have been a better 
way. The problem at the time 
was a change in policy in the 
early days of the War on Drugs, 
where Coast Guard cutters were 
placed on station in the Caribbean 
between Mexico and South America 
to catch smugglers like his crew.

Cedartown 
cigar store 
ordinance 
coming soon

Contributed by the Smithsonian Institution

This American Airlines DC-4 was similar to the one that was flown into 
Polk County carrying a load of marijauna in early August 1975.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The Polk County Board of Edu-
cation voted unanimously to go 
forward with efforts to turn over 
an older school bus now out of the 
fleet and give it a new lease on life 
and help teach children about the 
dangers of drugs.

The board voted unanimously at 
the recommendation of Superinten-
dent Laurie Atkins to give up one of 
the few remaining surplus buses that 
haven’t been sold to Polk Against Drugs, 
which seeks to bring to an end the sale 
and use of drugs in the community.

“This is really a positive thing for 
our county,” Atkins said. “We’ve had 
the opportunity to purchase some 
new buses and take older ones off 
the road.”

She said that several buses were 
sold at auction and others were picked 
up by those who placed bids for pur-
chase once they were placed in sur-
plus by the board in past months, 
but the one or two remaining in the 
surplus fleet was sought out at the 
request of Polk Against Drugs.

Atkins added that they wanted to 
know what might be a good way to 
help educate youth about the dan-
gers of drugs, and the suggestion was 
made to follow the model provided by 
The Choice Bus.

School board 
approves bus 
donation to Polk 
Against Drugs
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Laws combat opioid crisis

By Diane Wagner
DWagner@polkstandardjournal.com

A 2-year-old law is making 
it easier for doctors and phar-
macists to guard against opioid 
abuse by their clients — although 
it’s causing some frustration for 
patients with intractable pain.

One Rome man spoke 
passionately about his wife, 
who’s living with an excru-
ciating condition affect-
ing her trigeminal nerve, 
which carries sensation 
from the face to the brain. 
Their names are not being 
used due to the medication 
they keep in their home.

“Not everyone is abusing these 
powerful meds. Some are trying 
not to commit suicide because of 
the pain,” he said.

The Prescription Drug 
Monitoring Program uses 
an electronic database to 
track prescriptions for con-
trolled substances issued 
to patients statewide.

Since July 1, 2017, phar-
macists have been required 
to file daily reports on the 
prescriptions they fill. Since 

mid-2018, doctors have been re-
quired to check the PDMP before 
prescribing opioid painkillers 
such as oxycodone and certain 

anxiety medications including 
Xanax and Diazepam.

“It exposes the patients’ privacy 
to some degree, but used properly 
it’s beneficial,” said Keith Wins-
lette, owner Winslette Pharmacy 
in Rome. “I want to know, if you 
walk in here for the first time, if 
you just got a prescription filled 
at Walgreens.”

In his 40 years as a pharmacist, 
Winslette has seen the spike in 

 ♦ Local druggists welcome 
the tools, but chronic pain 
patients have concerns.

Keith 

Winslette

See PAIN, A5

The story behind the 
Polk County Pot Plane

Contributed

The front page of the Atlanta Constitution on April 5, 1975 featured Polk County’s Pot Plane, which landed in 
the area around Treat Mountain near the Haralson County line.

See PLANE, A5


