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By Beau Evans
Capitol Beat News Service

Georgia House lawmakers rehashed a bill 
Tuesday, Feb. 9, aimed at pushing back the 
deadline when voters can request and send in 
absentee ballots before elections.

The bill, sponsored by state Rep. 
Barry Fleming, R-Harlem, origi-
nally proposed barring county 
elections officials from mailing 
out absentee ballots fewer than 10 
days before an election in Georgia.

The measure was tweaked Tuesday, 
Feb. 9, to set the deadline for voters 
to hand in applications for mail-in 
ballots at 5 p.m. on the second-to-
last Friday before Election Day and to prohibit 
local election officials from accepting absentee 
ballots after the Wednesday before an election.

The House Special Committee on Election In-
tegrity, which Fleming chairs, passed the bill on 
Tuesday, Feb. 9, for a second time with the changes 

included. It heads back to the House leaders who 
decide which bills reach the floor for full votes.

Fleming said he brought the bill back to the 
committee after state House Minority Whip Da-

vid Wilkerson, D-Powder Springs, 
requested the revisions so that 
“he could support the bill and 
would encourage (others to do) 
the same.”

Fleming’s bill is the first of more 
than a dozen to start facing com-
mittee votes early in the 2021 
legislative session as Republican 
lawmakers eye changes to absen-
tee voting and voter ID laws af-

ter Democrats gained major statewide victories 
during the last election cycle.

Some of those proposals were echoed in a 
report the Georgia Republican Party released 
late Monday, Feb. 8, calling for stiffer voter ID 
laws and to end Georgians’ ability to vote by 
mail without giving a reason.

Democratic leaders dismissed the report, with 

U.S. Rep. Nikema Williams of At-
lanta — who chairs the state Demo-
cratic Party — labeling it “a last-gasp 
attempt by an ever-more-extreme 
organization that is terrified of the 
power of Georgia voters.”

Georgia Democrats have pledged 
to fight Republican-backed bills 
proposing limits on 
who and how voters 

can cast absentee ballots, as well 
as other voting-rights issues. How-
ever, the changes to Fleming’s bill 
appeared to satisfy some Demo-
cratic state lawmakers who voted 
against it last week.

“I know this is a good-faith ef-
fort,” said state Rep. Calvin Smyre, 
D-Columbus, the General Assem-
bly’s longest-serving member. “I believe we’re 
almost there. We’re much, much closer.”

Absentee-deadline bill tweaked in House committee

From staff reports

Catoosa County Sher-
iff’s Office investigators 
have filed felony charg-
es against a 17-year-old 
Rossville man following 
a dispute involving sev-

eral people 
that result-
ed in an-
other man 
sustaining 
serious in-
juries from 
a moving 
vehicle.

Sheriff 
Gary Sisk 
said Jag-

ger Haden Alegre was 
booked into the Catoosa 
County jail on aggravated 
assault charges follow-
ing an investigation into 
events that happened 
just before midnight on 
Feb. 3.

According to Sisk:
Catoo-

sa County 
deputies 
and first 
responders 
were called 
to the scene 
outside of 
a home on 
Fallbrooke 

Lane on reports of a per-
son possibly struck by a 
vehicle. Upon arrival dep-
uties found 18-year-old 
Preston Luke Stephens 
lying in a driveway with 
serious injuries. Stephens 
was treated by first re-
sponders and rushed to 
a local hospital.

The person who called 
911 said he heard a com-
motion outside his resi-
dence and when he looked 
out of his garage, he ob-
served a white Chevrolet 
Impala speed away. The 
witness said he saw Ste-
phens lying on the ground, 
and after calling 911, got 
into his vehicle to pursue 
the car that sped away.

By John Bailey
JBailey@RN-T.com

The national pushback from 14th 
District Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene’s 
inflammatory and conspiracy-laden 
social media activity appears to have 
energized potential candidates to be-
gin campaigning for her seat.

Only just over a month in office, 
several potential candidates have 
said they’ll seek her post in Congress 
next year.

In contrast, former Northwest Geor-
gia GOP Rep. Tom Graves didn’t field 
any strong opposition during his de-

cade in office. It wasn’t until Graves 
announced he would retire that a bevy 

of Republicans signed on as candi-
dates, including some from outside 
the district, like Greene.

At that point, there wasn’t much 
push from the Democratic side to field 
a candidate. One showed up, and then 
later dropped out due to family-relat-
ed issues. That left the Democratic 
Party without a candidate just past 
the cutoff date.

So far, this time around, there al-
ready have been at least two Demo-
crats, and potentially more, seeking 
to run.

From staff reports

The Catoosa County Senior 
Center is under new manage-
ment, with expanded days 
and hours of operation, a 
new phone number and ser-
vices including new activi-
ties, programs, and future 
enhanced meals program.

Marie Barbee, formerly 
Catoosa County’s transit 
dispatcher, now serves as 
the director of the Catoosa 
County Senior Center. Bar-
bee has extensive experience 
working with seniors and 
people with special needs.

“I am thankful for the op-
portunity to build on the 
success of our Senior Cen-
ter by increasing the value 
of services to our citizens,” 
Barbee said. “We have some 
exciting activities already 

under way for February, and 
we are working with com-
munity partners to provide 
even more unique programs.”

“I am confident that Marie 
Barbee is the right person 
to lead our Senior Center to 
the next level of high-quality 
services for our senior neigh-
bors, “said County Manag-
er Alicia Vaughn. “Director 

Barbee has demonstrated 
her passion, skills and abil-
ity to enhance quality of life 
for our seniors through her 
service as transit dispatcher 
and has full support from me 
and our board of directors.”

The Catoosa County Se-
nior Center, at 144 Catoosa 
Circle in Ringgold, is now 
open Monday through Fri-

day from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and can be contacted dur-
ing those hours at its new 
number, 706-935-3555. Ac-
tivities for February have 
been scheduled to promote 
engagement, companion-
ship, and physical activity. 
Barbee is working with staff 
to launch new meal services 
in the coming weeks.
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With just a month in office, Greene already drawing contenders

Senior Center under new management
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Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, R-Ga., speaks during a news conference on Capitol Hill in Washington, Friday, Feb. 5, 2021.

Don Stilwell

Catoosa County Senior Center, 144 Catoosa Circle in Ringgold
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14TH CONGRESSIONAL 

DISTRICT

Marjorie Taylor Greene, a 

Republican who lives in Rome, Ga., 

represents the 14th Congressional 

District, which is comprised of a 

dozen counties in Northwest Georgia, 

including Walker, Catoosa, Chattooga, 

Dade, Floyd, Gordon, Haralson, 

Murray, Paulding, Polk, Whitfield and 

a portion of Pickens.
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