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Walker County designated StormReady County
County earns National
Weather Service
designation third time
By Joe Legge
Walker County public relations director

The National Weather Service (NWS)
has designated Walker County as a
StormReady County. The four-year designation provides continued recognition
of the county’s efforts to reach a high
level of severe weather preparedness.

“Walker County is doing its part to
minimize the vulnerability of our citizens to extreme weather events,” said
Chief Blake Hodge, Walker County
Emergency Management director. “In
order to be officially recognized as a
StormReady County, we met a number of benchmarks established by the
NWS, state and local emergency management officials.”
Criteria includes the development of
a formal hazardous weather plan, establishing a 24-hour warning point and
Emergency Operations Center (EOC),
and utilizing multiple methods to alert

the public to severe weather warnings
and forecasts.
“We also actively monitor weather
conditions locally, promote the importance of public readiness through
community seminars and utilize a
corps of trained storm spotters who
report storm information to the NWS,”
Hodge added.
Among the resources Walker County uses to alert the public about severe
weather is SirenGPS. The community
notification system sends smartphone
notifications, text messages and calls
landlines when the NWS issues severe

weather warnings.
Residents can sign up for the free
service through the SirenGPS app,
available on Apple and Android devices, or by calling Tina in the Walker
County Commissioner’s Office at 706638-1437.
In addition, Walker County has access to the Facebook Local Alert system, which shares weather alerts in
the newsfeed of every Facebook user
in Walker County.
This is the third time since 2015 that
the NWS has recognized Walker County
as a StormReady County.
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Restaurant
inspections
Inspections for
Walker and
Catoosa counties
for June 1-15
During June 1-15, 2021, the
health department conducted
inspections at 21 food services
in Walker and Catoosa counties: seven earned a perfect
score of 100, 12 earned a score
in the 90s (A), and two earned
a score in the 80s (B).

WALKER COUNTY
THE LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN CLUB INC.
1201 FLEETWOOD DR
LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN
Inspection date: 06-01-2021
Score: 96
Inspector’s notes: Observed
dish machine dispenser unable to produce sanitizer. CA:
PIC is to switch over to threecompartment sink until dish
machine is repaired. (4 pts)
HARDEE’S
12876 N HWY 27 CHICKAMAUGA
Inspection date: 06-08-2021
Score: 96
Inspector’s notes
Observed choking posters
not posted in dining room.
Had PIC post posters in visible locations. (1 pt)
Observed kitchen equipment (deep fryers, hood vent,
coolers, heat lamps, and etc.)
with build-up. Had PIC increase frequency of cleaning
schedule. (1 pt)
Observed build-up of debris
on dumpster pad. Had PIC
removed debris and pressure
wash pad. (1 pt)
Observed facility floors with
heavy build-up of debris. Had
PIC clean floors/walls more
frequently by implementing a
cleaning schedule. (1 pt)
PIZZA HUT-DELIVERY
EXPRESS
55 HWY 813 CHICKAMAUGA
Inspection date: 06-08-2021
Score: 100
GUADALAJARA
12937 N HWY 27 CHICKAMAUGA
Inspection date: 06-08-2021
Score: 99
Inspector’s notes: Observed
paper towel dispenser empty
in restrooms. Had PIC restock
dispensers. (1 pt)
LAFAYETTE GOLF CLUB
638 S MAIN ST LA FAYETTE
Inspection date: 06-09-2021
Score: 100
LAFAMILIA MEXICAN
RESTAURANT LLC
516 CHICKAMAUGA AVE
ROSSVILLE
Inspection date: 06-14-2021
Score: 84
Inspector’s notes
Observed no PIC present
at the time of routine inspection. CA: CFSM will designate
PIC with working food safety
knowledge at all times when
See INSPECTIONS, A11

File

Private contractors replace sidewalk pavers March 1 on the east side of the square in downtown LaFayette in this file
photo. The city is developing a master plan for a new vision for downtown with assistance from the Carl Vinson Institute
of Government at the University of Georgia.
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LaFayette reapplies for Main Street designation, seeks program coordinator
By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

LaFayette is resuming its downtown
development efforts after losing its Main
Street designation and
then downtown affiliate status.
The city is currently
advertising for a Main
Street coordinator. This
individual will work in
partnership and coordiElizabeth nation with consultant
Elizabeth Wells, whom
Wells
the city hired to manage economic development initiatives.
She said the coordinator’s job posting
will remain open until the “right candidate” is found.
“We currently do not have a Main
Street designation,” Wells said. “We
wanted to rebuild the program from
scratch with all of the new and exciting
things that we have going on in the city.”
Wells said the city’s Downtown Development Authority (DDA) is “doing
some very forward thinking, planning
and investing,” and the city will soon
learn if it has been accepted as a new
start-up program. If not accepted as
a start-up, the city will follow Main
Street’s principles and participate as
an affiliate program.
Main Street is a historic-preservationbased, downtown redevelopment program established by the National Trust
for Historic Preservation in 1980 and is
managed by the Trust’s subsidiary, the
National Main Street Center. Programs
maintain their annual accreditation by
meeting benchmarks in 10 different areas and follow Main Street’s trademark
Four Point Approach: organization,
See MAIN, A11

Downtown LaFayette
property owners now able to
apply for the facade grant
From City of LaFayette

$2,000 per storefront.
For example, this would allow
for the possibility of placing new
doors, windows, awnings, signage,
and fresh paint on an eligible local
property in the LaFayette Downtown Development Authority jurisdiction. You can find a map of
our LDDA district on the city of
LaFayette website or the LDDA
Facebook page.
The facade grant program will
be a component of the current
short-term plan to bring immediate improvement to the aesthetics
of downtown while continuing to
work toward the future for major
long-term impact.
UGA is using photographs of
existing downtown structures to
frame a “compare and contrast”
of the existing structures with
digitally rendered artwork that
gives the property owner a look at
“What could be” with enhancing
the outside of the building with
the facade grant funding.

The LaFayette Downtown Development Authority (LDDA) is
looking for downtown property
owners who are ready to take part
in the new facade grant program
to help assist, update and enhance
the downtown area.
Applications are now available
for commercial property owners
that are located in the LDDA district to begin the process of updating their facades with solid shortterm and long-term opportunities
to transform downtown.
The current facade grant budget is $20,000.
The LDDA facade grant program is designed to enhance the
physical appearance of downtown
businesses, located in their jurisdiction, by providing financial
assistance for exterior building
improvements to support the revitalization of up to 10 local property owners’ storefronts with this
round of grant-making.
An applicant’s total project cost
New vision on the horizon
must exceed $2,000 to be eligiThe University of Georgia’s Carl
ble. This program provides up to
50% in reimbursements for eligi- Vinson Institute of Government
ble costs, which will be outlined
See GRANT, A11
in the application, not to exceed

Patriotism at
The Post set for
July 2
News/A3

Chickamauga
edges out Catossa
for Dizzy Dean
baseball crown
Sports/B1

