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Need help with the bills 
during the winter, and 
are a senior? Tallatoona 
CAP will begin accepting 
appointments for the 
Low Income Home 
Energy  Ass is tance 
Program (LIHEAP) 
for Senior Households 
65 &amp; older and 
Homebound Households. 
Appointments for the 
General Public will be 
accepted beginning in 
December. Appointments 
are provided on a first 
come first served basis 
until funds are exhausted. 
Polk County residents 
who qualify will receive 
e i ther  $310.00 or 
$350.00 toward their 
heating bill (heating 
source). To schedule 
an appointment or to 
request a homebound 
appointment,  v is i t 
our website at www.
tallatoonacap.org and 
click BookNow, or call 
770-817-4666.

The Polk County 
Democratic Committee 
Meets on the second 
Saturday of every month 
at 9:30 a.m. In the “even” 
months (February, April, 
June, August, etc.) the 
organization meets at 
The Rockmart Library 
at 316 N. Piedmont Ave., 
Rockmart and during the 
“odd” months (January, 
March, etc.) they meet at 
the Cedartown Welcome 
Center, 609 Main St., 
Cedartown, GA 30125. 

The Care Giver ’s 
Support Group is being 
formed for support 
for care givers in the 
Rockmart and Aragon 
communities. The location 

See CALENDAR, A12

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

This year was one for the record 
books in Rockmart. 

Between business expansion, one 
of the best seasons in recent memory 
for the Yellow Jackets football team, 
and lights going above South Marble 
Street, there’s a lot to celebrate on 
the east side of Polk County. 

Celebrating all the positive gains in 
Rockmart this year also comes with 
some tragedy as well as the months 
went by. Sometimes, you have to take 
all the good with some of the bad. 

Even with this fact of life, optimism 
is abundant as the community along 
Euharlee Creek took Polk County 
by storm in 2018, even when a few 
times this year those waters rose and 
threatened downtown after several 
days of rainy weather (including at 
time of writing, as the year ends.)

What readers in Rockmart can 
take away from the year is progress 
in all areas: business, education, high 
school sports and even in the look 
of the downtown area. It’s no small 
miracle that growth took place over 
the past year, but instead was all due 
to the willingness for people of all 
walks of life to roll up their sleeves 
and get work done locally. 

Here’s a rundown of some of the 
highlights of note for the year: 

Christmas miracle in 
Rockmart

Rockmart’s then undefeated foot-
ball team headed up the annual 
Christmas parade, and then as if 
by magic things got a bit brighter 
above South Marble Street in down-
town Rockmart. 

New string lights went up over 
the downtown area and were turned 
on for the first time as they annual 
Christmas parade came through in 
the first phase of lighting going above 
downtown streets, including Church 
streets and around the front façade 
of the Rockmart History Museum. 

Rockmart’s Stacey Smith, who 
heads up the city’s Department of 
Community Development, said it 
was her hope the lights would come 
in and be up in time to shine down 
on the city as Santa came to town.

It all worked out as if Hollywood 
had come to town with a script in 
hand and creating something for 
cable. The undefeated Yellow Jacket 
football team marched at the front 
of this year’s parade right behind 
police cars clearing the way, and one 
moment it was darker than normal 
over Marble Street. In the blink of 

an eye, downtown Rockmart’s nights 
just got brighter.

The lights came on over Rockmart 
thanks to Atkins Electric, which Smith 
said did the heavy lifting of installa-
tion of strands of lights over South 
Marble Street, which aren’t com-
pletely done yet but will be added 
to in the weeks to come. The elec-
tricians got up on ladders to flip the 
switches for the first time, creating a 
holiday miracle completed by Santa 
Claus riding in on a fire truck and 
turning on the tree in front of the 
Rockmart History Museum for 2018.

“They save our town and created 
a scene from a Hallmark Christmas 
movie,” Smith said in a text. “They 
went above and beyond.”

Football team makes it to 
the Benz

Speaking of the football team, our 
congratulations continue to go out 
to the Yellow Jackets for their 14-1 
finish. We’ll have more to say on 
the season in this week’s sports sec-
tion (one final week of coverage for 
2018) but we did want to add a few 
lines here about the impact it made 
on the community. 

Oh how it did. The talk of everyone 
this past fall was how well the Jack-
ets were competing in Class AA foot-
ball, after having started the season 
with a win over Cedartown. 

Displays of support went up 
throughout the season, but especially 
as they got deeper into the playoffs 
and onward to the state title game 

against Heard County. 
It might have not worked out in the 

storybook fashion everyone wanted, 
but the achievement is still something 
to be proud of and applaud in 2018. 

We’ll only add here at the paper 
our hopes for a return trip in 2019, 
and maybe one for the rivals in Class 
4A as well…

One thing to add: the football team 
wasn’t the only ones to have a good 
year in high school athletics. The 
Lady Jackets softball team won the 
Region 7-AA championship again 
and made it to the first round of the 
Class AA playoffs. 

Both basketball teams finished 
the year with playoff appearances. 
So did the Yellow Jackets base-
ball team. The competition cheer 
squad made it to the second day 
at the state championship as well. 
Cross Country runners competed 
at the state level too. 

The point being that we should 
celebrate all of the high school ath-
letics programs and their achieve-
ments throughout 2018, and con-
tinued support as the new year 
starts. 

Captain D’s opens, 
Popeye’s coming soon

This year saw more restaurant 
expansion on Nathan Dean Park-
way, and the bypass just got more 
options for those who either want 
to sit down or get a quick meal. 

YEAR IN REVIEW
Landmark year wraps up in Rockmart

Cedartown’s 
big year on 
the small 
screen
By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Cedartown is downright famous 
these days. It just keeps show-
ing up on the small screen in all 
kinds of places, whether it be in 
television dramas shown during 
the week, or in the embodiment 
of the city’s greatest talents on 
Sundays. 

Whether it was the cityscape 
playing a role as a setting for some-
where else, or a small town singer 
getting recognition for his talents 
on national television, Cedartown 
was in the spotlight in 2018. 

Yet just because cameras were 
rolling for a lot of the action didn’t 
mean that it was all on film for the 
year. Cedartown also had a lot of 
changes on Main Street, from new 
businesses to even something as 
minor as a solar-powered flashing 
lights for those needing to cross 
the street. (Just happened as the 
year came to a close.)

So read on for some of our 
favorite highlights of 2018 in 
Cedartown, and think back on 
a year where this corner of the 
world shined bright. 

Lights, camera, action!

Film crews returned to Ced-
artown in the past months to 
use Main Street as a setting for 
Tulsa, Oklahoma in a forthcom-
ing HBO series bringing back 
“The Watchmen,” but not in 
the same vein as the famous 
graphic novel. 

It looked like a real riot was 
going on in downtown Cedar-
town, but it was all just for show.

A block in downtown Cedar-
town was transported back in 
time ahead of the road closure, 

By Diane Wagner
DWagner@RN-T.com 

More than 200 Northwest 
Georgians struggling with mental 
illness or substance abuse gathered 
last week for a twofold purpose: 
celebrate their ongoing recoveries 
and offer each other support 
through the holidays.

The Highland Rivers peer 
support Christmas party, now in 
its second year, brought together 
groups from Floyd, Polk, Bartow, 
Gilmer and Whitfield counties. 
Games, songs, prizes and a visit 
from Santa preceded lunch at the 

festively decorated Cartersville 
Civic Center.

Betty Gardner of Rome arrived 
full of glee and passed that spirit 
along to everyone she met. She 
giggled and posed with Santa —  
played by Jim McGrath — before 
picking up a gift bag donated by 
Angel Express and strolling off 
to another of the event stations 
dotted around the room.

“I  am having fun,”  the 
Mississippi native declared with 
a blissful smile. “Yes, ma’am, 
I am.”

Peer support group celebrates success at Christmas party
Jimmy Moore (right) 
and his peer support 

group from Cedartown 
sing a karaoke version 

of “Lean On Me” to 
entertain and encour-
age the crowd during 

the five-county Highland 
Rivers Health Christ-

mas party Wednesday 
at the Cartersville Civic 

Center. 

♦
Diane Wagner

Only one murder 
in Polk for 2018

Staff reports

Polk County usually doesn’t 
see a lot of death at the hands 
of others. Some would consider 
the trio of murders in Polk 
County an outlier for an 
otherwise quiet community 
when it comes to these kinds 
of crimes. 

This year marked what 
people consider usual for the 
community as a whole: only a 
single homicide was reported 
(as of press time ahead of the 
holidays on Dec. 22) for the 
entirety of 2018. 

It dates all the way back to 
late June, when police arrested 
Laryan Yance Walker, of 501 
Line St. in Cedartown, for 
the shooting death of Ronald 
Morris Bentley on Gibson Street 
back in the summer. 

His arrest came after 
Cedartown police teamed up 
with the GBI to probe the 
circumstances of the killing 
and make an arrest. 

It came after Bentley was 
shot and killed in the early 
morning hours of June 24, 
when 911 operators received 
calls from several residents 
reporting gunshots in the 
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 ♦  Two shootings remain 
unresolved for the year

Police cars were the first in line as the Rockmart Christmas Parade turned onto Marble Street, and marked the first 
time cafe string lights went on over the street. / Kevin Myrick 

Local residents lined the bank of Euharlee Creek to watch the Rotary Club 
Duck Race. / Kevin Myrick 


