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Free Restirement & Asset Protection Workshop
Protect Yourself From Catastgrophic Illness & Nursing Home Cost

You have saved your entire life for retirement; We will teach you how to protect your hard earned assets.
Find out how you can participate in market gains without the risk of market losses and lifetime income benefit rider.

Seating is limited - Call 706-234-9920 • Tuesday, May 10th There will be two sessions10AM and 6PM

The Depot 180 West Elm Street Rockmart, GA
To reserve your seat, leave your name, telephone number and workshop you plan to attend. Member of the Northwest Georgia Batter Business Bureau

Sponsored by: Estate Planners of GA, LLC • Rome, GA 706-234-9920

100 E 2nd Ave Suite 207-208, Rome, GA 30161 • Don Ash, C.E.P
Legal Advice/Services offered by David R Trippe LLC ATTY & Joe Marion P.C ATTY – No Agents, Brokers and Advisors – Securities Offered 

Through Core Capital Investments, Inc., RBC Capital Markets, custodian
**Nothing will be sold at workshop, however insurance products including life insurance annuities may be discussed and offered at a later date on appropriateness of the purchase
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The Polk County Cham-
ber of Commerce, in con-
junction with the Polk 
County Republican Party, 
will host a County Com-
mission Candidate Forum 
on April 26 at 6:30 p.m. at 
the County Commission 
board room, 73 Clines In-
gram Jackson Rd., Ced-
artown. Candidates in 
this year’s primary elec-
tion will be answering 
questions.

Local author Harold 
Campbell will discuss his 
newly published book, 
“Crazy People Like Us: 
Love & Loss on the Other 
Side of the World,” about 
his five years teaching 
English in Russia and five 
months in India, at the 
next meeting of the Polk 
County Historical Society 
on April 26 at 6 p.m. at 
the Polk County History 
Museum in Cedartown. 
Books will be available 

SPORTS: Lady Jackets roll to spot in the Class 3A state 
quarterfinals after successful week  B1

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJourn-

al.com

Looking for ways educa-
tors and schools can attack 
the problem of closing the 
learning gap created by 
the onset of virtual learn-
ing during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Becky Pringle 
says she found it in Polk 
County.

Pringle, the president 
of the National Education 

Association, visited Ced-
artown Middle School on 
Tuesday, April 19, as part 
of her national “Joy, Jus-
tice and Excellence” tour. 
She was accompanied by 
Lisa Morgan, the president 
of the Georgia Association 
of Educators, while speak-
ing to faculty and visiting 
students in classrooms.

Touted as the nation’s 
largest labor union, the 
NEA has several affiliate 
organizations with over 3 

million members.
Pringle’s visit, organized 

by CMS math teacher Doro-
thy Welch, included a ses-
sion with a group of faculty. 
She asked them about their 
successes, their challenges 
and their thoughts about 
teaching in 2022.

The natural flow of the 
conversation eventually led 
to Polk School District’s im-
plementation of a four-day 
school week for students.

The shift in instructional 

time not only allowed teach-
ers Mondays to prepare 
lesson plans for both in-
person and virtual learning 

during the early days of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 

NEA president visits CMS

By John Bailey
JBailey@RN-T.com

One man has been arrest-
ed and the Cherokee County 

Sheriff’s Office 
in Alabama is 
seeking anoth-
er man they’re 
calling a person 
of interest in the 
killing of a man 
whose body was 
found in a tool-
box in western 
Polk County.

According to 
Cherokee Coun-
ty Sheriff Jeff 
Shaver:

A Centre, Al-
abama, man, 
28-year-old Eric 
K. Hooper, has 
been arrested 
and charged 
with the mur-
der of 40-year-
old LaChancey 
Williams of Ce-
dartown.

A c c o r d i n g 
t o  t h e  P o l k 
County Police 
Department, 
P o l k  p u b l i c 
works employ-

ees found Williams’ body in 

C
rowds funneled into Peek Park 
in Cedartown over the week-
end to take in the sun, chow 

down on some delicious food and 
enjoy the arts and crafts at the 57th 
Annual Cedar Valley Arts Festival. 
The annual project of the Cedartown 
Junior Service League welcomed a 
record number of vendors to this 
year’s festival, which ran from Fri-
day evening through Sunday. A chil-
dren’s area with activities for kids 
and live entertainment kept guests 
busy while walking around the his-
toric city park.

Arrest 

made 

in Polk 

murder 

case

Jeremy Stewart

Brandi Gilbert arranges bracelets on display at her Kami Ray Designs booth at the 57th Cedar Valley Arts Festival in 
Cedartown’s Peek Park on Saturday, April 23. The annual event is a project of the Cedartown Junior Service League 
and features several vendors and live entertainment.

Cherokee Co. 
Sheriff’s Office 
searching for ‘person 
of interest’ in the 
discovery of body 
along rural road

LaChancey 
Colon 

Dayton 
Williams

Eric K. 
Hooper

Nick Silvers

Arts fest marks start of spring

MORE COVERAGE

For more photos from the Cedar Valley Arts Festival, see page A3.

The head of the nation’s largest labor union 
praises Polk School District’s 4-day week.

Jeremy Stewart

National Education Association President Becky Pringle listens 
to teachers talk about Polk School District’s four-day school 
week during her visit to Cedartown Middle School on Tuesday.

Above: Mason Dean leaps over a rotating beam as part of an inflatable at-
traction at the Cedar Valley Arts Festival in Peek Park on Saturday, April 23. 
Left: Lillie Whatley, a.k.a. Granny Mae, talks to a customer at her Granny 
Mae’s Sweets & Treats booth at the 57th Cedar Valley Arts Festival in Cedar-
town’s Peek Park on Saturday, April 23.
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