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By Scott Herpst
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With uncertainty still sur-
rounding social distancing 
guidelines, restrictions on 
large gatherings and other 
COVID-19-related issues, 
the LaFayette City Coun-
cil unanimously decided to 
cancel this year’s Freedom 
Festival, which had been set 
for the evening of July 3 at 
the LaFayette Recreation 
Center.

The festival is the second 

major festival in the city to 
be canceled over concerns 
about the pandemic this year. 
Organizers for the Honeybee 
Festival announced their de-
cision to call off their fourth 
annual festival, which had 
been scheduled for June 13, 
due to health and economic 
concerns.

The Freedom Festival deci-
sion was made during a May 
22 council meeting held via 
a conference call.

However, the council vot-
ed, by a 3-2 margin, to al-

low the Freedom Festival’s 
traditional fireworks show 
to be held on the night of 
July 3 at its usual approx-
imate time of 10 p.m., but 
with some restrictions in 
place. Council members 
Wayne Swanson and Beacher 
Garmany cast votes against 
holding the fireworks while 
Judy Meeks, Chris Davis 
and Joe Massingill voted 
to proceed with the annual 
pyrotechnics.

Freedom Festival canceled, but fireworks still a go

By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

A high-end commercial 
carpet manufacturer in Chat-
tooga County announced 
plans Tuesday, May 19 for 
a $5 million investment that 
will double its payroll.

Try-Con Tufters, which 
began operations in 2005 
in Lyerly, will build a 
109,000-square-foot plant 
that will create 104 additional 
jobs, bringing the company’s 
Georgia workforce to more 
than 200.

“Try-Con Tufters has been 
a first-rate employer in Chat-
tooga County for 15 years,” 
Gov. Brian Kemp said. “We’re 
glad that Georgia has been 
able to provide the workforce 
necessary for their growth.”

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

An order issued for the Lookout 
Mountain Judicial Circuit requires 
those entering the courthouse to 
vote or for other business to wear 
masks and establishes other steps 
to screen visitors.

The Judicial Circuit includes Walk-
er, Catoosa, Dade and Chattooga 
counties.

Circuit Judge Kristina Cook Gra-
ham signed the judicial order May 
18, following Georgia Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Harold D. Melton’s sec-
ond order May 11, which extended 
the state’s judicial emergency for 
continuing essential court services 
and reopening nonessential court 
services. Walker County Elections 
and Registration Director Danielle 
Montgomery’s office is taking steps 
to ensure voter safety for those who 
prefer to cast their ballots in person 
in early voting for the June 9 primary 
and on election day.

“We have social distancing, masks 
and sneeze guards at the check-in 
station,” she said. “We are wearing 
masks and gloves and sanitizing ev-
erything at least once per hour.”

Elections staff wipe voter cards 
after each use and wipe voting ma-
chines as frequently as possible, at 
least once per hour, she said. Voters 

are asked to place their identification 
on the table or to hold it up to the 
Plexiglas, rather than staff handling 
the ID and then handing it back to 
the voter.

Montgomery said she is aware of 
only one person who objected to the 
judicial order’s safety precautions. 
She was told one would-be voter 
refused to wear a mask to enter the 
courthouse.

She explained that voters can re-
move the masks if they desire once 
they enter the elections office, but 

the order requires them to put the 
mask back on as they exit her office 
back into the hall of the courthouse.

If someone entering the courthouse 
does not have a mask or face covering, 
as required by the order, the sheriff’s 
department will provide one.

The order specifies giving each visi-
tor a health screening consisting of 
some COVID-19-related questions 
and temperature check with a no-
touch thermometer. The screening 
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The Walker County Courthouse is the only early voting location open.

Free COVID-19 testing is 
available to all Georgians who 
request it, whether they have 
symptoms or not. The Walker 
Health Department, 603 E. Vil-
lanow Street, LaFayette, is of-
fering free drive-up COVID-19 
testing from 1-4 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Fridays, and from 
9 a.m. to noon on Saturdays.

Anyone wanting to be test-
ed should go to the health de-
partment, remain in their ve-
hicle, call 706-638-5577, and 
say they want to be tested for 
COVID-19. A nurse will come 
to the vehicle, obtain contact 
information for follow-up, and 
collect the specimen needed 
for testing. Test results will 
be reported just as soon as 
available.

“We encourage everyone 
to get tested for COVID-19 
infection to determine who is 
currently ill and contagious,” 
says Dr. Gary Voccio, health 
director for the Georgia De-
partment of Public Health 
Northwest Health District. 
“This helps us identify people 
who might transmit the virus. 
We can then isolate them to 
prevent transmission, ensure 
they’re cared for, identify and 
interview their close contacts, 
and quarantine and monitor 
these individuals as necessary 
to slow the spread of the virus.”
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A judge’s order requires those entering the Walker County Courthouse to wear a face mask and to submit to a tem-
perature check.

File

Fireworks were a highlight of LaFayette’s 2019 Freedom Festival. 
LaFayette’s city council canceled this year’s festival but will proceed 
with fireworks on July 3 with some restrictions that will be based 
rules and guidelines the state may have in place in early July.

109,000-square-foot 
plant will create 
104 additional jobs

Walker County early voting 
proceeds normally with 

some health precautions

ORDER ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON COURT PROCEEDINGS 

 IN THE LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

In addition to the person protective equipment and health 

screening requirements, other guidelines established by 

Circuit Court Judge Kristina Cook Graham’s judicial order 

include:

If an individual objects to in-person attendance at court 

proceedings and/or is considered to be at high rick, 

that should be made known to the court immediately so 

that alternative arrangements can be made to allow the 

individual to court-related complete business.

Admittance to the courthouse will be at the discretion 

of each county’s sheriff, consistent with public health 

guidelines, courthouse safety plan and this order. Other 

offices within government buildings may adopt these 

guidelines or create their own, based on their particular 

office spaces.

The term courtroom includes, but is not limited to, the 

common areas of the courthouse immediately adjacent 

to a courtroom, jury rooms, jury assembly rooms, witness 

sequestration areas, judges’ chambers, law libraries and any  

other rooms regularly used when court is in session.

Social distancing of six feet is required and will be 

enforced by the sheriff in all areas of the courthouse. Once 

the courtroom is fully occupied using the 6-feet requirement, 

no additional persons may enter.

All judges shall continue to use technological alternatives 

whenever possible, such as Zoom and Webex. The presiding 

judge has sole discretion to decide to utilize in-person or 

remote proceedings.
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