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The Cedartown First 
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t 
Church’s 44th annual 
Flea Market at the church 
at 201 Wissahickon Ave., 
Cedartown is coming up 
this weekend! The market 
begins on Friday, Sept. 7 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
continues Saturday, Sept. 
8 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
House wares, furniture, 
a variety of clothing, toys 
and books are a few of the 
many items available for 
sale. Contact the church at 
770-748-7862 to learn how 
to donate items. 

Mark those calendars 
now on Sept. 29 for the 
upcoming Outreach 
Tabernacle’s night of 
southern gospel at the 
church at 1351 Co. Road 31 
in Muscadine, Ala. They’ll 
be hosting The Masters 
Touch from Valley, Ala., 
and Chattanooga’s His 
Call and The Yarbroughs 
from Bremen. Outreach 
Tabernacle’s church choir 
will also perform under the 
direction of GW Cash. The 
night of song starts at 5:30 
p.m. Central. 

Tickets are on sale 
through next week for 
the upcoming Sept. 15 
return of Katie Deal to the 
Cedartown Performing Arts 
Center, this time in a duo 
with Jason Petty for the 
Classic Nashville Roadshow. 
Seats start at $15, and 
the show will feature the 
music of Dolly Parton, 
Hank Williams, Patsy 
Cline, Tammy Wynette, 
George Jones and more. 
Visit cedartownshows.
com to order now, or call 
770-748-4168. 

See CALENDAR, A12

Veto overridden, millage rate set for 2018
 ♦ Taxes to see slight 

increase with new rate of 
11.475 set by County 
Commission majority 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

There was no discussion and only 
a quick vote to wrap up the decision 
that Polk County residents are going 
to see an increase on their tax bills 
when they come in the mail later this 
month, but likely only a slight one. 

Commissioners voted during a 
special called session on Aug. 28 

4-1 to override a veto made on an 
11.475 millage rate in a meeting that 
lasted just a few minutes. 

Commission Chair Jennifer Hulsey 
said it was her understanding before 
the vote was taken that no discussion 
was required since the vote was to 
override her veto on the amount of 
millage rate the county was going 
to set for the year, after several 
were put forth but voted down by 
commissioners during their Aug. 
22 meeting. 

“I checked the rules, so we don’t 
have to do that,” she explained. “It’s 
my job also to sum up that I did 
veto the mill increase rate, and you 
all are trying to override my veto.”

The same group of commissioners 
who approved the millage rate 
increase voted for the override of 
the veto. 

Among those was Commissioner 
Chuck Thaxton, who said he was 
happy the issue was finally coming 
to a rest. 

“I’m glad that we can move on and 
try to get some other stuff done,” 
he said. 

Hulsey said in a statement that it 
was “an important vote. And I felt 
it was important to challenge it.”

“I encourage our voters to stay 
informed on what is going on, and I 
will continue to work for the people,” 
she added. 

Other commissioners were sought 
for comment and chose not, or did 
not get back before press time over 
the weekend. 

The vote last Tuesday brought to 
a close a process that extended the 
spring months all the way through 
the summer right before the deadline 
to get a millage rate set, and tax 
bills printed and sent out to people. 

The actual rate is 14.111 with 
rollback of 2.636 mills to end up at 
the 11.475 millage rate that taxpayers 
will actually have to pay on their bills. 

For some perspective, a mill at 
the current value sits at around 

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

It was a week of memories and 
history at this year’s Polk County Fair 
that, for the first time ever, wrapped 
up on Sunday afternoon. 

Thousands of people visited the 
fairgrounds where classic rides and 
events such as the ring of fire, the 
Ferris wheel, and several live bands 
offered thrills and chills.

At $5 a ticket, patrons ultimately 
helped the Cedartown Exchange Club 
pour money and resources back into 
the county. The group has 4 main 
goals in the forms of preventing child 
abuse, youth programs, community 
service, and Americanism. 

Money earned from fundraisers 
goes to local high school seniors 
as scholarships, and sponsorships 
are for organizations such as Our 
House Battered Women Shelter, Boy 
Scouts, Parkinson’s Walk, Cedartown 
Performing Arts Commission 
children’s program, Law Officer of 
the Year, and many more. 

More information about the fair 
and the club can be found at https://
www.facebook.com/Exchange-Club-

of-Cedartown-1595905767378165/ 
o r  h t t p s : / / w w w .
cedartownexchangeclub.com/. 

The fair was well-received by 
newcomers and regulars alike. 
Whether there for the cattle show, 
the art competition, or the rides, 
everyone from locals who know and 
love the fair to visitors coming to 
town to enjoy the event had plenty 
of kind words to share.

“It looks about the same as last 
year, so it’s pretty good. I like it,” 
returning visitor Nytie Govern said. 
“Also, there are bunnies, so that’s 
always great.”

Representative Trey Kelley also 
stopped by and mentioned how the 
fair offers the county an opportunity 
to come together and enjoy a night 
of fun for all ages.

“I’ve been coming to the fair every 
year for as long as I can remember,” 
Kelley said. “I get to spend time with 
friends in a different environment, 
and I just love seeing our community 
spend time with each other here in 
Polk County.”

The wide array of entertainment 
and events no doubt added to the 
fairgoers’ satisfaction. Those who 

weren’t interested in rides had dance 
shows and live performances to view, 
and milder attractions were offered 
for children. 

Agriculture buffs spent plenty of 
time with the animals and the cattle 
show, and the entry hall offered local 
businesses and organizations an 
opportunity to share information 
and meet customers.

Cattle show winners included 
British Breeds Grand Champion 
Baylor Johnson from the Floyd 
County 4-H program, and Reserve 
Champion Brent McDaniel from the 
Gordon County 4-H. 

McDaniel also took the grand 
champion for European Breeds, 
and the commercial and supreme 
champion heifer awards. Johnson 
also won the reserve championship 
for European Breeds. 

Lindsey Jones from the Polk County 
FFA was the Commercial Reserve 
champion, and Trace Mullinax won 
lightweight steer winner. Heavyweight 
steer winner went to Andrew Carter. 

Showmanship winners at the fair 
also included pre-club winner Brody 

A fun fair week for all
Animal lovers of all ages enjoyed getting to sit with rabbits at the Polk County Fairgrounds during the weeklong event. 
/ Kevin Myrick

Country 
history back 

next weekend 
at CPAC

From staff reports

Katie Deal, the daughter of 
Gov. Nathan Deal, is back on the 
road touring with her signature 
voice and this time she’s stopping 
by the Cedartown Performing 
Arts Center as a duo. 

She’ll be joined on stage by 
Jason Petty next weekend in a 
show that will bring alive the 
music of country legends who 
inspire the pair to recreate a 
Nashville sound from the past. 

The night will include the 
music of Dolly Parton, Hank 
Williams, Patsy Cline – which 
Deal is noted for her particular 
sound – along with Tammy 
Wynette, George Jones and 
many more. 

Deal’s latest stop in Cedartown 
will differ from her previous show 
here, where she focused solely 
on Cline’s music and the stories 
from her life on how it impacted 
and inspired her stage career. 

She didn’t start out life 
expecting to become a 
professional artist performing 
in the same style as the legendary 
country music artist, but 
opportunities after college gave 
her a chance to sing some of her 
favorite music.

Deal began her stage career 
as an understudy in the role of 
Patsy Cline in a Memphis theater, 
then eventually got to take on the 

Farm to Table 
coming in 
October to 
Rockmart

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

Grab a seat next to your 
neighbors or friends and feast 
on the best of the best the city has 
to offer by buying a ticket to the 
October 6 Farm to Table event. 

Hosted by the Rockmart 
Farmers Market, Marble Street 
will become a banquet hall home 
to a massive dinner made with 
locally produced ingredients and 
prepared by cooks who call the 
area home.

The menu is still being created, 
but patrons can expect both meat 
and produce options on their 
plates. 

Individual tickets are $60; 
party tickets are $225 for a 
group of 6. 

Patrons aren’t just buying the 
meal, however, because the event 
starts at 5 p.m. with a farm tour 
hosted by Footehills Farmhouse. 
Fresh appetizers will be provided 
while patrons see how and where 
many of the ingredients originate.

“We invite all Polk County 
residents to sit at a gorgeous 
200-foot table that will line 
Marble Street in beautiful historic 
downtown Rockmart,” market 
executive director Shonna 
Kirkpatrick said. “There’ll be 
mismatched china, twinkling 
lights, live music, a silent auction, 
and great conversation with 
family and friends.

The event has been made 

Native riders rest in Polk
 ♦ Group riding in 

support of freedom for 
Leonard Peltier takes 
part in Rome Pow 
Wow, stops in Aragon 
for weekend

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The end of the day’s trail 
greeted riders who have 
crossed half of the country 
to get to Polk County, with 
the peace and hospitality of 
Aragon just a stop on their 
journey to promote a cause 
of freedom for one man 
they believe was unjustly 
convicted several decades 
ago. 

A pair of brothers, along 
with family and friends 
started their journey in 
Minnesota on July 28 and 
stopped in the Aragon area 
for the weekend to rest 
and take part in the annual 

Running Water Pow Wow/
Cherokee Homecoming 
before they continue onward 
to Coleman, Fla., and a rally 
in support of Leonard Peltier. 

Frank Runs Before Them, 
whose Lakota name is Wici 
Tok Ab Iyanke, said he and 
his brother Ken Fourcloud 
along with a group in support 
have crossed seven states 
to get here in more than a 
month on horseback in a trip 

that has been more than eight 
years in the making. 

Their goals is to raise 
awareness to the unfair 
treatment they feel Peltier 
received at the hands of the 
Federal government during 
his 1970s conviction for 
murder, and to also bring 
to people the continued 
mistreatment they and others 
receive in the Dakotas. 

As their cross-country 

trip has gone on, Frank 
Runs Before Them said the 
group known as the Leonard 
Peltier Freedom Riders 
have received nothing bust 
hospitality and good will at 
each stop. 

“The hospitality and 
open hearts and arms are 
appreciated,” he said. “Those 
sharing their property and 
food have been outstanding.”

They only ride a certain 
number of miles per day since 
they left the plains and came 
southeastward, mainly based 
on the safety of the horses 
as they trot along highways 
and over uncertain terrain. 

“It’s been an intriguing 
journey,” Runs Before Them 
said. “The landscape and 
weather are a lot different 
from what we’re used to in 
the Dakotas.” 

He added it was the 
furthest he’d ever been south 
in the United States in his life. 

The greatest hope of all 

A group of Lakota riders are making their way from Min-
nesota to Coleman, Fla. in support of the cause of Leon-
ard Peltier. They stopped in Polk County for a weekend 
rest during the Running Water Pow Wow and Cherokee 
Homecoming. / Kevin Myrick
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