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Chances are, the birth of your baby will be a happy, healthy 

experience. Still, peace of mind is priceless, and it’s good to 

know that Floyd stands ready 24/7 with the advanced care 

necessary should your baby need intensive care following 

birth. As the area’s only Level III Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, 

our expert team of doctors, nurses and respiratory therapists 

provide high tech care with a compassionate touch for the 

tiniest newborns. 

floyd.org/baby

Sign up to play for FREE at
PolkPigskinPicks.com

• Play all 13 weeks
• Your top 12 scores count for the grand prize
• 13 weekly winners, plus 1 Grand 
   Prize Winner

3 EASY STEPS:
1. Sign up at PolkPigskinPicks.com
2. Pick the winners of high school, college
    and Pro games each week.
3. Score great prizes!

Register.Pick.Score

LOCAL

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

As election day drew closer, the 
Polk County Office of Elections and 
Registration celebrated for just a 
little at the close of early voting 
on Friday.

With a goal to have 13,000 vot-
ers cast their ballot before Nov. 3, 
county Election Coordinator Brande 
Coggins reported Friday evening 
that 13,510 votes had been pro-
cessed through their office, either 
by in-person voting or by absentee.

That comes out to roughly 53% of 
the total number of registered vot-

ers in Polk County eligible to vote in 
the 2020 general election and less 
than 1,000 votes away from the to-
tal number of votes in Polk County 
in the 2016 general election.

Polk County’s early voting tally 
for this election was a 37% increase 
from the 2016 general election, 
which saw 9,747 votes cast both 
in-person and absentee.

More than 3.8 million people 
cast ballots in Georgia by the close 
of the three-week early voting peri-
od, marking roughly half the state’s 
total registered voters and nearly 
eclipsing the entire vote count of 
the 2016 election.

Coggins reported that they had 
very few technical issues during the 
early voting period, and lines were 
at a minimum, with voters coming 
in and able to swiftly go through the 
voting process.

Around 2.6 Georgians turned out 
to vote in-person for early voting 
from Oct. 12 through Oct. 30, ac-
cording to Secretary of State Brad 

Raffensperger’s office. Another 
roughly 1.2 million had cast ab-
sentee ballots through Friday, with 
more mail-in votes expected to ar-
rive before Election Day.

The 2016 presidential election 
drew around 4.1 million votes in 
Georgia. The enormous early turn-
out numbers in Georgia reflected 
safety concerns about the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, long lines 
seen during the June 9 primaries 
and mistrust in the integrity of the 
election ahead of one of the most 
consequential elections for Geor-
gia in decades.

Polk County election officials said 

they were still planning to give peo-
ple who have received an absentee 
ballot but not returned it the option 
to fill it out at their polling place and 
put it in a secure drop box instead 
of having them wait to have it can-
celed and then get in line and wait 
to vote in person.

Polk County Elections Director 
Lee Ann Georgia said having that 
option would cut down on long lines 
at the polls on election day, some-
thing her and her team worked on 
leading up to this election.

Capitol Beat News Service contributed 
to this report.

Elections office hits goal of 13,000 early votes cast
More than half of Polk County’s registered voters had their ballots in before election day

MORE ONLINE

For late-breaking results and 
coverage of Tuesday’s election, 
visit PolkStandardJournal.com.

Rockmart city employees hold drive-thru trick or treating

Jeremy Stewart

Rockmart city office records clerk Tamra Cook brings a small bag of candy to a waiting 
princess during a drive-thru trick-or-treating event on Saturday at the Nathan Dean Sports 
Complex in Rockmart. The city sponsored the physically-distant event and gave out more 
than 2,000 prepared bags of candy.

above left: Rockmart 
City Clerk Stacey Smith 
(left) helps city 
employee Holly Langley 
with her unicorn 
costume during 
Saturday’s drive-thru 
trick-or-treating event. 
above right: Ashley 
Fuller plays a bank 
robber who actually 
gives as she prepares 
to hand out candy to 
the the next carload of 
trick-or-treaters. left: 
Engine 1 of the 
Rockmart Fire Depart-
ment sits at the end of 
the line of candy 
stations at the Nathan 
Dean Sports Complex 
in Rockmart.

left: A mountain of prepared bags of candy sit on a table at one of the stations for the city of 
Rockmart’s drive-thru trick-or-treating event. right: Rockmart Police Officer Hayley Atkins gets into 
the Halloween spirit while assisting with traffic at the Nathan Dean Sports Complex in Rockmart.


