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Young 
Artists

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Spen-

cer Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter them. 

Also, be sure to include the name of 

the student, their grade and the 

school they attend.

Staff reports

On Monday around noon, there 
was a large release of water from 
Carter’s Lake which is planned to 
continue throughout the week, 
following extensive rain received 
in Gordon County over the past 
few weeks.

According to Gordon County 
Emergency Management Agency 
Director Courtney Taylor, the com-
bination of heavy rain and the 
release of water from Carter’s Lake 
could cause additional flooding 
in the county.

Taylor responded to the Carter’s 
Lake release by saying it will be 

almost exactly the same amount of 
water that was released in Decem-
ber of 2015 which led to flooding 
in Gordon County.

On Monday, county officials 
were able to talk to a represen-
tative of the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, which is monitoring the 
water release at Carter’s Lake. The 
representative said they are plan-
ning to release a smaller amount 
of water than originally planned. 
While the prior plan called for 
10,000 cubic feet per second, on 
Monday morning it had been offi-
cially lowered to 5,300 cubic foot 
per second.

Taylor said the lowered amount 
was good news, but following new 
calculations, it was determined by 
Gordon County EMA that releas-
ing 5,300 cubic feet per second 
is equal to releasing 2,378,799 
gallons per minute.

Carter’s Lake release less than first thought

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

In the Georgia House, a new bill 
has been introduced, which would 
allow school teachers and adminis-
trators to utilize discipline in schools 
without having it negatively impact 
their school’s climate ratings.

House Bill 179 was introduced 
to representatives by Rep. Colton 
Moore, R-Trenton, who was sworn 
into office on Jan. 14. Others in sup-
port of his bill include Reps. Ken 
Pullin, R-Zebulon; Emory Donahoo, 
R-Gainesville; and Steve Tarvin, 
R-Chickamauga.

Currently, discipline measures 
such as suspensions, alternative 
school assignments and expulsions 
are negatively reflected back on 
the success of the school, which 
indirectly encourages teachers and 
administrative staff to report far 
less discipline issues due to fear 
of their school’s score dropping.

The legislation aims at taking 
away disciplinary actions from 
being a factored in a school’s Star 
Rating, which is presently based 
on attendance, safe and substance 
free ratings, climate perception, test 
scores, anonymous student reports 
and discipline reports.

When proposing the bill, Moore 
said discipline creates a “safe, pos-
itive working environment” for 
Georgian schools, and that teach-
ers must be able to manage behav-
ioral issues without fear of nega-
tive consequences.

“Removing the ability to promptly 
enforce a school’s code of conduct 
creates a chaotic environment,” 
Moore said. “Discipline is the solu-
tion, not the problem.”

According to a press release from 
the House, statistical informa-
tion shows that this bill would 
have more of an impact on ele-
mentary schools’ ratings, where 
students are still developing pat-
terns within education and learn-
ing how to behave best within a 
classroom setting. Middle and high 
schools would be less impacted 
by the change.

Calhoun City Schools’ Superin-
tendent Michele Taylor said she 
already sees several issues with 
the formula used to rate schools 
to determine their CCRPI – Col-
lege and Career Ready Perfor-
mance Index – scores. She said 
in her opinion, a school’s rating 
doesn’t always paint an accurate 
picture of what’s happening within 
a school.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Every year, Gordon County Spe-
cial Olympics hosts three main 
events: basketball, track and field, 
and bowling. and according to one 
athlete’s mother, her son doesn’t 
care if he wins or misses a shot. 
He just loves being there.

Deana Bohannon has been 
involved in the Special Olympics 
for the past 13 years, and she loves 
seeing her son Jakob spending time 
with friends, participating in the 
events and having fun. She recog-
nizes that over time, the Gordon 
County and Calhoun communities 
have grown more accepting and 
inclusive of individuals with special 
needs, with the Special Olympics 
being on the forefront of change.

“Before Special Olympics started, 
our children would be considered 
unable to do these activities,” 
Bohannon said. “It doesn’t mat-
ter what they place, they’re very 
proud of what they’ve accomplished 
and that they’ve been able to do it.”

In the past, Jakob has partici-
pated in events such as basketball, 
track and field, and softball, but by 
far bowling is his favorite.

Bohannon also said events like 
Calhoun’s Night to Shine, a prom-
like experience for individuals with 
special needs, is also a great way 

to bring general and special edu-
cation students together.

“Our kids are not bullied as much, 
they’re so blended,” she said, as 
Jakob watched other athletes par-
ticipate in basketball relay races, 
waiting for his heat number to be 
called. “They start from pre-K, our 
kids are not isolated (in local dis-
tricts). They’re eating lunch with 
other general education students.”

On Friday, Calhoun City Schools 
Director of Exceptional Student Ser-
vices Hayley Gilreath said there were 
approximately 200 athletes signed 
up to participate in basketball events, 
with an equal number of volunteers 
from local high and middle schools. 
and Gilreath said while the sport-
ing events exist to show support for 
individuals with disabilities, often 
the general education volunteers 
walk away learning how to better 
show compassion toward others.

“I think some people have a fear 
of people with disabilities, they don’t 
know how to talk to them or relate to 
them,” Gilreath said. “That’s some-
thing the school systems are dedi-
cated to. At the end of every event, we 
talk to (the volunteers) and they’re 
blown away to see the students with 
disabilities and all they can do, how 
much tenacity they have.”

Gilreath said there is research 
showing if students with special 
needs spend time with their peers, 
they learn from them and the gen-
eral education peers also learn some-
thing from the partnership.

“The hope is these kids will come 
back to our community and work 
and be a part of this long term,” 
Gilreath said.

One of the local Special Olympics’ 
board members, Joey Marycz said 

 ♦ During their basketball 
event, Special Olympics’ 
staff, parents and 
volunteers support athletes 
with special needs as they 
participate in relays, games 
and dribble practices.

Bill: Remove 
disciplinary 
measures 
from school 
ratings

Nika Bolhuis, Adrian Villalobos and Steven Wilson smile after receiving ribbons for placing in the Special Olym-
pics basketball event on Friday. / Jennie Coker

Steven Wilson shoots and scores during the Special Olympics basketball 
event on Friday. See page B1 for more photos from the GC Special 
Olympics event.

 ♦ Legislation looking into 
rating schools without 
considering disciplinary 
actions is being considered 
by the Education Committee 
in the Georgia House.

GC Special Olympics hosts 
annual basketball event

This artwork is from Ash-
worth Middle School sev-
enth-grader Adam Free-
man.

This artwork is from Ash-
worth Middle School sixth-
grader Natalie Parker.

Follow our twitter for 
the latest news 

in Calhoun: 
@Calhountimes

 ♦ A smaller amount is 
released from Carter’s 
Lake than originally 
estimated as lull in the 
rain comes as relief. 

Flooding on Doe Lane has cut off the ability for residents to access their homes 
by car. / Alison Karch

See BILL, A7 See OLYMPICS, A12

See WEATHER, A12


