
The Walker County Chamber of 

Commerce announced Helen Gamble as 

its 2017 Citizen of the Year on Saturday 

evening at the annual Walker County 

Gala, held at the Lookout Mountain 

Fairyland Club.

Gamble worked for the University of 

Georgia Cooperative Extension Service 

in Walker County from 1975 to 1999 and 

since retiring, continues to volunteer 

her time through various organizations. 

A home economist, she shares tips 

with local residents during her weekly 

TV show on UCTV. She also lends 

her talents and knowledge to various 

events such as the Honeybee Festival 

and has served as a judge for food and 

craft entries at local fairs.

In addition to volunteering at her 

church, Gamble has held leadership 
roles in Beta Sigma Phi, Board of 
Equalization, LaFayette Woman’s Club, 
LaFayette Rotary Club and Epsilon 
Sigma Pi.

Belva Gilbert, a previous recipient 
of the Citizen of the Year award, 
helped present the award to Gamble 
at the Gala. “She is always there when 
anyone in the community is dealing 
with a sickness or a death in the 
family,” said Gilbert, who also spoke of 
Gamble’s efforts to maintain the family 
farm after the passing of her husband, 
Robert.

Held annually in October, the 

Walker County Gala is hosted by the 
Walker County Chamber of Commerce, 
a 501 (c) (6) member-based organization 
dedicated to serving businesses in the 
Walker County area. Nominations for 

Walker County Citizen of the Year are 
accepted year-round and applications 
are reviewed by a committee 
comprised of members, non-members 
and previous recipients.
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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

That federal judges 
have determined that 
some of Walker County 
School District’s 
rules governing 
public meetings are 
unconstitutional could 
prove costly.

The three-justice 
panel for the U.S. 
Eleventh Circuit Court 
of Appeals on Oct. 2, 
affirmed Judge Harold 
Murphy’s ruling in a 
lawsuit filed by Jim 
Barrett against the 
Walker County Board 
of Education and 
Superintendent Damon 
Raines.

The lawsuit 
alleges Barrett’s First 
Amendment right 
to free speech was 
violated when his 
attempt to speak in 
opposition to changes 
in the system’s grading 
policy — put forth by 
Raines— was denied.

The superintendent 
and school board 
defended their policy 
but, since the lawsuit 
is ongoing, have been 
advised to withhold 

comment until the 
matter is closed.

The court notes that 
during the period of 
May 2014 and January 
2015, Barrett became 

a “vocal critic” of the 
new grading policy 
implemented by the 
superintendent without 
the school board having 
taken any official 

action.
The appellant court 

ruling notes Barrett, 
who in addition to his 
teaching position was 
president of the Walker 

County Association of 

Educators, had had 

“several discussions” 

before he was prepared 

to publicly express his 

opposition to the policy 

during the Feb. 17, 

2015, board meeting.

In reply to his 

request, Barrett was 

informed it had been 

received too late 

for inclusion on the 

Feb. 17 agenda and 

that he could instead 

speak at the March 10, 

2015, public planning 

session.

After consultation 

with Georgia 

Association of 

Educators legal staff, 

Barrett sued.

Michael McGonigle, 

legal services 

director for GAE, 

said the professional 

association supported 
Barrett’s claims and 
in March 2015 filed the 
lawsuit in the United 
States District Court for 
the Northern District of 
Georgia.

Barrett’s attorneys 
said Judge Murphy 
had tried to resolve 
the matter through 
mediation, something 
that would have 
precluded a trial, 
but the school system 
rejected that option.

The case moved 
forward and Judge 
Harold Murphy, in 
April 2016, granted 
an injunction against 
Raines’ and the school 
district policy.

The defendants 
filed an unsuccessful 
appeal and on Oct. 2, 
2017, Justices Robin 
Rosenbaum, Julie 
Carnes and Ronald 
Lee Gilman ruled 
in Barrett’s favor. 
The opinion by the 

Federal appellate court favors 

teacher, faults superintendent
Walker school board policy violates First Amendment

Jim Barrett in front of the Walker County Department 

of Education. (Messenger photo/Mike O’Neal)

Barrett page A10

A formal response from Walker County Schools 

and Superintendent Damon Raines regarding 

the court’s ruling is printed in full on page A10

New owner, new name for Shop-Rite

As posters taped to the front doors of the Shop-Rite grocery in Chickamauga affirm, the six remaining Shop-Rite stores have been 

acquired by Dickson, Tenn.- based Chappell’[s Hometown Foods. Shop-Rite had a 64-year history of serving customers in smaller 

cities throughout a tri-state region. These Georgia, Tennessee and Alabama stores are set reopen with the new name of Chappell’s 

Food Value, later this week with the same staff and in the same locations. (Messenger photos/Mike O’Neal)

From right: Chris Davis, chairman of the Walker County Chamber, presents the 

Chamber’s 2017 Citizen of the Year award to Helen Gamble. They are joined by 

Gamble’s sister, Patricia Pegues and Rachel Oesch Willeford, Gala emcee.

Helen Gamble is “Citizen of the Year”


