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The next West Georgia 
Spay/Neuter Clinic is 
coming to the Cedartown-
Polk County Humane So-
ciety this Wednesday, 
March 7 Head over to 
the organization’s office 
at 608 Adamson Road, 
Cedartown, on Fridays 
from 4 to 7 p.m. or Satur-
days from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
to fill out an admission 
and prepay for the sur-
gery. Those wanting more 
information can call 
678-361-7304 for more in-
formation. Vaccines and 
tests are available for ex-
tra cost as well. The next 
clinic pickup will be held 
on March 28.

Please see CALENDAR A1

   

BEAUTIFUL 140 ACRE FARM TO BE SOLD IN 

TRACTS OR AS A WHOLE. 

Long frontage on Jake Whorten and Burkhalter Rds.

Open pasture land, pond, views, great building sites

Terms: 20% dn. Bal. 30 days 10% BP/Selling on Site!!

For more info visit www.jltodd.com

28 BALE STREET
ROME, GA 30165

Office: 706-291-7007

TOLL-FREE 1-800-241-7591
FAX 706-291-0335
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By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

The Polk School District took a 
threat made to a student online 
seriously enough to put schools 
on lockdown as the month be-
gan, and took one student into 
custody after schools were re-

leased well after dismissal time.
Rockmart Police announced 

late last week that they arrested 
and charged 17-year-old Zoriah 
Erin McCrae of Rockmart on two 
counts of terroristic threats and 
acts around 8:30 p.m. on March 
1. Rockmart Police Chief Keith 
Sorrells said she was also going 
to face charges of Disrupting 
Public School.

McCrae is expected to face ad-
ditional charges as press time 
was coming up over the week-
end. More will be announced as 
soon as they become available.

No explanation 
was yet forthcom-
ing from law en-
forcement as to 
a motive for why 
McCrae sent mes-
sages through 
Snapchat last 
week to another 
student threaten-
ing a shooting at 
Cedartown and Rockmart High 
Schools.

School officials and law en-
forcement were quick to re-
spond to a threat earlier in 

the day when the schools went 
into a lockdown situation as 
part of procedures for respond-
ing to the social media posting 
brought to administrators atten-
tion by students.

Polk School District’s cam-
puses remained on lockdown 
through late afternoon until 
around 4:15 p.m. following the 
usual dismissal, when officials 
finally felt confiident enough 
to  lift the lockdown and allow 
students to go home.

Threat prompts PSD lockdown
 z Snapchat messages 

posted by a disgruntled 
teenageer lead to the action 
and an arrest. 

Zoriah Erin 
McCrae

The old rugged cross

ABOVE: Robert Abernathy shoulders a 

cross on the sidewalks of Rockmart in 

hopes of spreading the gospel with 

local residents. RIGHT: Robert 

Abernathy heads toward downtown on 

Elm Street to spread his message to 

the people.

Photos by Kevin Myrick, the Standard Journal

Judge seeks out open 
hearts for foster youth
By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

A lot of people get hurt 
by just a single person 
suffering from drug ad-
diction. The addict loses 
control of their lives and 
logic, unable to see the 
pain they cause to family, 
the anger that wells up in 
friends and the growing 
danger stoked on by day 
after day of buying bag-
gies filled with death to 
feed a killer habit.

There is a group in this 
conversation that is hurt 
most of all by addiction, 
and must live with de-
cisions out of their con-
trol for the rest of their 
days. They get tangled 
up in the chaos of peo-
ple who are hindered 
by the haze over their 
brains caused by the use 

of methamphetamines, or 
opioids, even sometimes 
marijuana.

While their parents are 
getting high, more often 
than not the children are 
left forgotten.  They are 
left to themselves to won-
der why the adults care 
so much more about what 
they are doing behind 
closed doors or out in 
the open than those inno-
cent eyes who only want 
love from their moms and 
dads.

A lot of the time, that’s 
when a state agency gets 
involved and separates 
children from their par-
ents, hoping to ensure 
that youth don’t end up 
taking up the cycle of 
addiction their parents 
started down.

Runway 
survey gets 
OK from PCC
 
By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

The opening step in 
the process of extend-
ing the runway at Corne-
lius Moore Field is now 
underway following ap-
proval of an agreement 
between new airport con-
sultants and the county, 
along with the first order 
of business for the com-
pany.

Commissioners voted 
3-0 to approve Holt Con-
sulting Company’s master 
agreement with the coun-
ty during a special called 
session of the board be-
fore month’s end.

The vote — along with ap-
proval of the first task or-
der calling for surveying 
of the ends of the runway 
with a not to exceed cost 
of $68,500 — allows for the 
extension project to move 
forward in an effort being 
pushed by the state Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Courthouses
will get new 

security
 
By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

A new policy is being 
enacted to ensure that 
Polk County’s courthous-
es remain secure, accord-
ing to an announcement 
from the Sheriff’s Office. 
Sheriff’s officials posted 
a letter to their Facebook 
announcing the changes, 
which include new mea-
sures requiring court-
house staff meant to align 
with new “Peace Officer 
Standards and Training 
Procedures.”

Sheriff Johnny Moats 
said in a follow-up inter-
view that his deputies 
in charge of courthouse 
security in past months 
returned from addition-
al training, and thus 
prompted the change.

“We’re looking to tight-
en up our security mea-
sures and improve the 
way we operate,” Moats 
said.
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‘Hap and Leonard’
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Want to see the streets of Cedartown on 

the small screen? Tune into Sundance 

TV to catch the first episode of Season 3 

of “Hap and Leonard” tonight at 10 p.m. 

Set during the holiday season of 1989, 

Cedartown takes a scenic role following 

filming last fall.


