
By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The Ringgold City 

Council recently 

discussed making IT 

software available 

to the public that 

would allow residents 
the opportunity to 
connect with city staff 

to address immediate 
issues.

During the most 

recent council meeting 

on Dec. 11, Councilman 

Larry Black introduced 

the system and the 

possibility of it 
helping get community 
feedback to city staff 

quicker.
“It’s an IT solution 

called iWorQ’s Citizen 
Engagement software. 
... What it is is an IT 
solution app that allows 
our citizens to report 
maintenance-type 
issues 24/7 by way of 

Kelly Bomar sworn

in as Ringgold’s 

newest council

member.
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THURSDAY JANUARY 18TH AND
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20TH

THURSDAY JANUARY 18TH, 1:00 PM
Summerville, Chattooga County, GA

3± Acres Of Downtown Commercial Property
Selling In Tracts Or As A Whole

Properties are open for
inspection, or call our office for

your personal inspection.
Selling on Site under the

Dempsey Tent!

Ray Dempsey | Lou Dempsey

310 North 4th Avenue | Rome, GA 30165 | Office 706-291-0746

WWW.DEMPSEYAUCTION.COM 1-800-DEMPSEY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20TH, 10:00 AM
Rome, Floyd County, GA

150± Acres On Manning Lake Road
Selling In Tracts Or As A Whole — County Water

GAL #113Auction Co.

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

Catoosa County plans to renovate 
its decommissioned Fire Station 
3 in the Graysville community 

after unanimously approving a 

construction contract Tuesday 

night, Jan. 2.

After discussing the matter 

in a pre-meeting work session, 

the board ultimately voted 

to partner with Chattanooga-

based Chazler Inc. 

Construction, which offered 

the lowest proposal of the 

three collected bids.

“It was determined 

that Chazler Inc. was the 

lowest responsive bidder 

in connection with renovations to 

be constructed. However, there 

are some preliminary matters that 

must be addressed with both the 

architects and the county attorney,” 

said County Attorney Skip Patty.

Patty says the company was the 
only one of the three that could do 
the work within the county’s $725,000 
budget. The two other bidders came 
in in the $750,000 range.

Now, the county plans to negotiate 
some of the details of the contract to 

see what other savings can be had 
before signing a pact and starting 
construction.

“It’s proposed that we select the 
Chazler bid at price not to exceed 
$725,000, subject to contract review 

by the county attorneys and 
the construction conference 
between the architect and 
Chazler to make sure all of the 
subs (subcontractors) are subs 
that this board and the county 
are comfortable with,” Patty 
said.

Issues with the station 
first arose four years ago 
when mold was found in the 
building. Since then, the 
commission has wrestled 

with what to do with the site while 
keeping firefighters out of the facility 
for safety concerns.

Commissioner Jim Cutler said 

the county has a good track record 

with Chazler Inc., having used the 

company in the past on two other 

stations in the county.

Chazler’s bid included a six-
month timetable for completion of 
the work. If all the details of the 
contract get worked out accordingly, 
officials say construction could begin 
as early as March.

By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

Authorities continue 
to investigate an 
officer-involved 
shooting that 
left a Rossville 
man dead 
and lingering 
questions about 
the emergency 
phone call that 
led to the fatal 
incident.

In the early 
morning hours 
of New Year’s 
Day, a woman called 
911 saying that a 
female at a residence 
at 147 Meadowview 
Lane in Rossville 
was threatening to 
kill herself and her 
children, according to 
the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation, which 
is investigating the 
incident.

Three deputies 
arrived and announced 
several times that 
they were from the 
Walker County Sheriff’s 
Department, authorities 
said.

Sixty-five-year-old 
Mark Parkinson was 
spotted in the kitchen 
carrying a handgun. 
Parkinson pointed the 
weapon at Deputy John 
Chandler, who then 
fired several shots, 
killing him Parkinson, 

authorities said. 

(Parkinson’s obituary: 

Page A3)

Greg Ramey, special 

agent in charge at the 

GBI’s Calhoun office, 

said Parkinson was 

seen in the kitchen, 

near a counter, and 

pointing a gun through 

a kitchen window at the 

deputy outside of the 

house, Ramey said.
Ramey said 

Parkinson was aware 
someone was outside 
the house.

Parkinson was in the 
kitchen 15-30 seconds 
before the deputy 
fired the shots, Ramey 
said. The encounter 
between Parkinson and 

Chandler was a quick 
exchange, he said.

Ramey said other 
family members in 
the residence were 

awake during the 
shooting and in 
relatively close 
proximity to the 
kitchen area 
where Parkinson 
was shot.

Ramey said 
lights were 
on inside the 
Parkinson 
residence, 
including the 

kitchen, at the time 
of the shooting. Also, 
outside motion-
sensitive security lights 
were on, he said.

Chandler was less 
than a dozen feet from 
the window when he 
fired, Ramey said. 
Another deputy was 
to Chandler’s right at 
a side door, while the 
third deputy was at the 
front door, he said.

Ramey said 
Chandler was not 
banging on the window, 
as has been reported 
by news organizations. 
He was banging on 
the structure of the 
residence, which is 
standard procedure, 
Ramey said.

Ramey said Dorothy 
Gass, the mother-in-
law to the daughter of 
the victim, placed the 
911 call. Investigators 
now have to determine 
if the call was made 
maliciously or in good 
faith.

Deputies on paid 

leave
According to 

Walker County Sheriff 
Steve Wilson, all 
three deputies are on 
administrative leave 
with pay.

Chandler began his 
career with the sheriff’s 
department in April 
2017, Wilson said.

Chandler served 
six years in law 

Catoosa County commissioners approved a renovation bid Tuesday night, Jan. 

2, for Fire Station 3 located in the Graysville community. (Catoosa News photo/

Adam Cook)

County approves bid

to renovate fire station
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A real
tragedy
65-year-old shot and killed 

by deputy after woman 

calls in 911 emergency that 

turns out to be false.
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Ringgold’s City Council recently discussed implementing IT software that would 

allow residents to report possible maintenance issues within the city. From 

left: Council members Larry Black and Sara Clark, and Mayor Nick Millwood. 

(Catoosa News photo/Adam Cook)

Ringgold discussing software that 

would allow residents to report 

immediate maintenance-type issues


