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Rotary club hosts United 
Way director
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New Echota offers summer 
programs

Gordon Life/B1

Building for another run: 
Sonoraville Girls’ Basketball
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The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

By Debra Brock

On Thursday, June 6, 
Gov. Brian Kemp conducted 
swearing-in ceremonies for 12 
appointments to boards and 
councils, and Debra Brock, 
principal of Red Bud Elemen-
tary School, was among those 
appointed.

Brock will serve as the repre-
sentative for the 14th Congres-
sional District on the board of 
Early Care and Learning.

The board supports and 
guides the mission and vision 
of Bright from the Start: Geor-
gia Department of Early Care 
and Learning, which works to 
enhance children’s early educa-
tional experiences to promote 
their academic, social, emo-
tional and physical develop-
ment in partnership with fam-
ilies, communities, the early 
care and education industry 

and stakeholders.
“This was a very momentous 

occasion for me both person-
ally and professionally,” Brock 
said. “I was able to share this 
moment with my family and 
colleagues.”

Brock said she has been 
blessed by a “supportive group 

of family and friends” through-
out her career and she is grate-
ful to the Gordon County School 
system and the staff of Red Bud 
Elementary, who have offered 
her the opportunity to grow pro-
fessionally.

Red Bud Principal 
sworn in by Kemp

 ♦ Debra Brock is 
appointed to the 
governor’s board of early 
care and learning.

Contributed

Debra Brock is sworn in to Gov. Kemp’s Board of Early Care and Learning on June 6. She attended 
the ceremony with family, friends and her staff members from Red Bud Elementary.

Debra Brock, surrounded by family and friends, signs her name 
following being sworn in by Gov. Brian Kemp to his Board of Early 
Care and Learning on June 6.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Research has proven that students who 
don’t read throughout the summer can lose 
reading progress that they gained during the 
school year, according to Nyala Edwards.

In order to increase literacy, maintain 
progress made and improve students’ reading 
levels, the Calhoun-Gordon County Public 
Library is hosting a free summer reading 
program for all age groups. Library staff 
not only want to challenge students to read 
during summer months but also aim to 
demonstrate how reading outside the class-
room is critical for education.

Edwards, who works as the library’s man-
ager, said she hopes adults will sign up for 
the program as well as younger children 
and teenagers.

“Children and teens tend to read more 
when adults in their lives encourage them 
to read, and also when they see those adults 
reading often themselves,” Edwards said. 
“We ask that (adults) set the standard for the 
importance of reading and to be an example 
to our children and youth to enable them 
to recognize that reading is for a lifetime.”

The program encourages registered par-
ticipants to log the hours they’ve read over 
the summer in order to enter into a grand 
prize drawing at the end of the summer. 
Children fifth grade or younger must read 
12.25 hours to be entered into the drawing 
and teenagers and adults must read 24.5 
hours by July 22.

Time spent reading must be written down 
on a reading log provided by the library, 
and “extra credit” book reviews may also be 
turned in for a chance to be published on 
the library’s social media pages and to be 
entered into an additional prize drawing.

To sign up for the reading program, visit 
the library, 100 N. Park Ave., or visit http://
ngrl.org and click on the summer reading 
tab. Reading logs are available at the library.

The library is also offering other free activ-
ities throughout the summer, including 
performances at the GEM Theater, sum-
mer feeding programs, free English as a 
Second Language classes and mobile labs 
from the Georgia Department of Labor.

The GEM will host special presentations, 
free for children 11 years old and younger, 
which will be every Monday at 11 a.m. at the 
theater. This Monday live animals will be 
at the GEM for “Animal Adventures with 
Robin Pressley-Keough.”

On weekdays the library hosts breakfasts 
from 9 to 10:30 a.m. and lunches from noon 
to 1:30 p.m., with food provided by Cal-
houn City Schools as a part of their feeding 

“Reading is 
for a lifetime”

 ♦ Library hosts summer reading 
program to encourage students to 
read while school is out.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Kim Fraker was approved by the 
Gordon County Board of Education 
to be their new superintendent dur-
ing their June meeting. The budget 
for the next academic year was also 
approved by board members, as well 
as bids for a new freezer and tech-
nology upgrades.

On May 23, Fraker was announced 
as the board’s nomination for the 
position of superintendent. In accor-
dance with state law, Fraker remained 
the finalist for the position for 14 days 
before being approved to fill current 
Superintendent Susan Remillard’s 
shoes. Remillard will be retiring in 
July, leaving time for her to help 
Fraker transition into the position.

Fraker has previously served 
Bartow County Schools as chief of 
leadership and learning. Fraker is 
married to Cpt. Jim Fraker of the 
Sandy Springs Police Department, 
and the couple has three children. 

Fraker to be GCS’s superintendent
 ♦ After being nominated, 

Kim Fraker was officially 
approved to lead county 
schools starting in July.

Alexis Draut

Susan Remillard accepts a resolution of appreciation from the Gordon 
County Schools Board of Education, as she is to retire in July after 12 years 
of being the superintendent.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Not only was she at the top 
of her graduating high school 
class, but Emma Kate Smith 
was also the only Gordon 
County representative and 
the only local young woman 
to be recognized at a cere-
mony last week hosted by 
Rep. Tom Graves, R-Georgia.

On Thursday, Graves held 

a send-off dinner in Calhoun 
to honor students who were 
appointed to attend a U.S. 
military academy in the fall. 
Eight students from the 14th 
Congressional District were 
nominated by Graves and 
were appointed to the Naval 
Academy, the Air Force Acad-
emy, the Merchant Marine 
Academy and the Military 
Academy.

Smith, who will attend 
the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy, graduated from Cal-
houn High less than a month 
ago at the top of her class and 
spoke at the commencement 
ceremony. She said prior to 
graduating that her dream 
occupation was to design 

aircraft as an aeronautical 
engineer for the Air Force 
or an aerospace company.

At the ceremony, Smith 
and the seven other selected 
young men heard from Class 
of 2019 Service Academy 
graduates who had previ-
ously been nominated by 
Graves. The representa-
tive also shared a few words, 
recognizing the academic 
accomplishments of the eight 
who would be soon heading 
to their respective schools.

“Our servicemen and 
women are truly some of the 
best this nation has to offer,” 
Graves said. “Especially as 
we honor the 75th anniver-
sary of D-Day, it’s fitting that 

these young men and women 
are taking their first steps 
to join an elite group who 
have dedicated their lives 
in service of our country.”

As a member of Congress, 
Graves is responsible for 
nominating students in his 
district to military academies, 
using a board of military 
advisers to determine which 

Calhoun graduate heads to Air Force Academy
 ♦ Rep. Graves 

recognizes eight 
students who will 
attend Service 
Academies in the fall.

Tim Godbee 

Calhoun senior Emma Kate 
Smith, a top five student in 
her graduating class, speaks 
during her school’s 2019 
graduation ceremony.
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