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Area Calendar 

of Events

The Cedartown Farm-
er’s Market has a new lo-
cation and time for the 
2019 season. Market-go-
ers are invited to come 
out to the corner of Ware 
and South Main Street in 
Cedartown starting in re-
cent weeks and continu-
ing on Tuesdays from 1 to 
5 p.m. Contact Five Ce-
dars Farm to participate 
at 678-246-1216 to learn 
more about becoming a 
vendor.

Come enjoy an day in 
the park with good food 
and music on July 27 from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Seaborn 
Jones Park where Feed 
My Sheep Ministry will 
be holding a Fish Fry to 
raise funds for their an-
nual Thanksgiving Din-
ner coming up later this 
year. Money raised will 
go toward the purchase 
of toys and food for the 
meal. Gospel signing will 
be part of the day of fun at 
the Fish Fry. Those inter-
ested in helping out can 
contact Floreace Stocks 
at 678-719-1981.

Kathy Torres is offering 
Paint Parties on Tuesday, 
July 16 and August 27 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. for 
$20 each, which includes 
all supplies, at the Rock-
mart Cultural Arts Center. 
Have a fun time and take 
home a painting you made 
yourself.{div}Mount Ta-
bor Baptist Church, locat-
ed at 3068 Old Alabama 
Road in Taylorsville, is 
holding Vacation Bible 
School starting July 22 
and continuing through 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The fun starts this coming Friday 
night for the 42nd annual Home-
spun Festival in Rockmart with 
plenty of things to do through the 
weekend at Seaborn Jones Park.

The park will start filling up with 
vendors on Friday morning and 
afternoon for the two-day festi-
val, organized by the Polk County 
Chamber of Commerce as a fun-
draiser for the organization.

This year, the festival sees 
the return of several veteran 
vendors along with a particu-
lar fun ride through the air. 
Chamber Executive Director 
Blair Elrod reported that so 
long as the weather stays clear, 
there are plans for the return 
of helicopter rides to Home-
spun 2019.

Additionally, the festival will 
have several family-friendly at-
tractions including a face painter, 
petting zoo, several rides, inflat-
able obstacle course, water walk-
ers and two bungee jumps.

Staff  reports

A back to school event is 
coming up this weekend in 
Cedartown to allow local resi-
dents — especially youth — the 
chance to find much needed 
items before its time to return 
to the classroom at the begin-
ning of August.

Second Baptist Church of 
Cedartown is hosting their 
Second Chance Clothing Give-
away coming up on July 19 
and 20, and will be offering up 
everything from new clothes 
to small furniture items and 
more during the Friday and 
Saturday event.

Rev. Justin Carter, the pas-
tor of Second Baptist Church, 
said the goal of the forthcom-
ing giveaway is to give people 
who need help with clothing 
needs for their children ahead 
of the return to the classroom, 
but also provide some smaller 
household items that are useful 
to those in hardships as well.

Donations are being accept-
ed at the church this week as 
well through Thursday.

The Second Chance Clothing 
Giveaway days will run from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

The latest Rockmart 
Council meeting was bit-
tersweet, and while the 
group had no trouble work-
ing through the night’s 
agenda, it was potentially 
the last time they will do 
so with the help of coun-
cil member Sherman Ross 
who announced his resig-
nation from the council in 
order to pursue the office 

of mayor.
Ross announced his may-

oral bid earlier in March, 
and since he is ineligible 
to serve as a council mem-
ber while running, he re-
signed both in compliance 
with the city’s rules and to 
make sure his seat could 
be adequately campaigned 
for ahead of the elections. 
He will hold his position 
until the end of the month, 
but he saw his final meet-
ing as a council member 

during the July 9 session.
“Sherman has decided 

to run for mayor, and pur-
suant to the provisions of 
the charter of the city of 
Rockmart, he cannot con-
tinue to serve and qualify 
for the office of mayor,” 
Rockmart City Attorney 
Michael McRae said. “So, 
because of his term and 
when it would end, he must 
resign.”

By Lorene Parker
lorenemp@gmail.com

Chick-fil-A Rockmart 
hosted their annual Cow 
Appreciation Day event 
filled with free food and 
fun.

The corporate-endorsed 
event has been held for 
the past fifteen years at 
over 2,400 Chick-fil-A 
restaurants across the 
country, with Chick-fil-
A Rockmart celebrating 
their second year of par-
ticipation this year.

Cow Appreciation Day 
was created to celebrate 
customer appreciation 
and honor the company’s 
iconic Eat Mor Chikin® 
Cows. On the designated 
day, customers who visit 

any Chick-fil-A restaurant 
location wearing any cow-
like apparel or accessory 
will receive a free entree.

Chick-fil-A Rockmart 
decided to go above and 
beyond with their 2019 
celebration and activi-

ties on Tuesday, July 9, 
including hosting a live 
calf and a photographer, 
which seemed to play a 
role in the almost dou-
bled increase of commu-
nity turnout compared to 
last year’s event.

“I had quite a few cus-
tomers tell me that they 
passed other Chick-fil-A 
locations to come to us 
because we had the live 
cow,” Chick-fil-A Rock-
mart Operator Zach Thom-
as said.

Thomas added that their 
location gave away almost 
400 meals between the 
hours of 6:30 a.m. and 
7 p.m. that day.

The restaurant also 

Ross to resign from Rockmart Council

Chick-fil-A hosts Cow Appreciation Day

Homespun 
coming up 
this weekend 
in Rockmart

Second Baptist 
set to hold 
giveaway event 
this weekend

Entertainment line-
ups being finalized 
for weekend event 
on July 19 and 20

Lorene Parker

Members of the Polk County Show Team collected donations 
during the annual Chick-fil-A Cow Appreciation Day event.

See CALENDAR, A10

Rockmart 
Council 

member 
Sherman Ross 

will be giving 
up his seat at 
the end of the 

month in 
order to run 
for mayor of 

the city.

♦ 
Sean Williams

See HOMESPUN, A12

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The International Union of Oper-
ating Engineers Local 926 brought 
out the right tool for the job to ush-
er in the start of a new project on 
their new home for their Training 
Center operations.

With the ease of long practice, 
officials brought a small excavator 
into action as the boom lowered 
and brought back up a bucketful 
of dirt for the first shovelful to be 
dumped out ceremoniously during 
a June 10 event on their site next 
door to Cedartown Middle School.

There’s a lot more red Georgia 
clay for contractors to move to pre-
pare the site for the training center, 
which will have 88 acres to expand 
upon in the coming years accord-
ing to Local 926 Business Manager 
Mark Templeton.

He said during the ceremonies that 
contractors are soon to be hard at 
work on the facility that will bring 
another big investment into Polk 
County.

“We’ve got about $1.4 million 
invested in building a brand new, 
state-of-the-art facility right here 
with classrooms, bays for the equip-
ment and training, for office space 

for the apprenticeships,” Temple-
ton said.

He said the apprenticeship pro-
gram ultimately takes four years 

to complete and usually runs in 
classes on a half-year basis of 10 

See ROSS, A2
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Big job begins on 
new IUOE site

Kevin Myrick

Local and union officials gathered together to usher in the start of a new project in Polk County, the construction of 
the International Union of Operating Engineers Local 926 training center.

Kevin Myrick

Union and local officials mingled following the conclusion of official ceremo-
nies to begin building a new training center in the Cedartown area for the 
IUOE Local 926.

See CENTER, A2


