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Rethink Rockmart seeks to tackle blight

Public to Board of Education: ‘hire local’

T h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t 
Church of Cedartown is 
holding a Patriotic ser-
vice in honor of service 
men and women within 
the congregation and 
around Polk County. City 
and County officials are 
invited to take part in the 
service being held Sun-
day, July 2 at 11 a.m. Visit 
fbccederartown.org for 
more information.

Check out the Rockmart 
Farmers Market at the 
Silver Comet Trailhead 
behind Southcrest Bank 
on Thursdays from 2 to 6 
p.m. from now through 
Thanksgiving. Visit Rock-
martfarmersmarket.com 
for more information 
about vendors and up-
coming classes.

Polk County Police Of-
fice Andy Anderson is 
hoping the local commu-
nity will help raise mon-
ey for the Helping Hands 
Food Pantry by purchas-
ing raffle tickets for a 
Rivergrille Rustler 40-
inch vertical smoker. Sin-
gle tickets are $2, or 3 for 
$5. Contact Anderson at 
the Polk County PD at 
770-748-7331, or stop by 
the office at 73 Cline In-
gram Jackson Road in 
Cedartown, or at the Polk 
County Sheriff's Office 
today. Sales end on July 
13, with a drawing to fol-

Please see Calendar A12

By SEAN WILLIAMS
SJ Correspondent

The Rethink Rockmart group met for 
another addition of their monthly 
meetings in an effort to improve the 
community as part of Rockmart's com-
mitment to the Georgia Initiative for 
Community Housing. 

This time, the agenda was filled with 
topics ranging from dangerous struc-
tures, tethering regulations, and a re-
view community clean-up efforts which 
took place in June. 

At the forefront of topics, and a ma-
jor reason Rethink Rockmart exists, is 
the Dangerous, Unsafe, and Vacant or 
Abandoned Building Ordinance and 
how the group plans to deal with the 
poorly maintained structures within 
the city limits. 

When properties are poorly main-
tained, they become health hazards 

that also bring down property value for 
neighboring homes and businesses. A 
rotting, abandoned property almost en-
sures nearby homes will drop in value, 
and pose risks to residents if access is 
gained by children or homeless look-
ing for dry places out of the weather 
they can go unnoticed. 

The consequences of leaving aban-
doned properties untouched has seen 
increases in the number of vacant 
house fires, decrease in property val-
ues and overall blight on local neigh-
borhoods, with people passing by daily 
wondering aloud "when is someone go-
ing to tear down this house?"

Thankfully, The Abandoned Building 
Ordinance has set clear guidelines on 
what makes a building a community 
nuisance. 

Rethink Rockmart is helping to make 
sure that the rules are followed and 

By DIANE WAGNER
Rome News-Tribune

Elected officials in Northwest 
Georgia working to bring broad-
band to under-served parts of 
their counties decided Monday 
it’s time to bring the schools into 
the mix.

As classrooms are adding more 
technology — including the use 
of Google Chromebooks — many 
students still don’t have internet 
access at home.

“It’s a big issue, because the 
books are online,” said Polk 
County Commissioner Jennifer 
Hulsey, who also is a middle 
school teacher. “Polk schools 
are engaged (with the problem), 
but they don’t have a seat at the 
table.”

Members of the 15-county 
Northwest Georgia Regional 
Commission formed a rural 
broadband advisory committee 
this spring, noting that high-
speed service is key to attract-
ing industry and jobs. As they 
delved into the need, however, 
they determined access is be-
coming a necessity for all.

Small businesses, local entre-
preneurs and people with home 
offices depend on the internet, 
said Haralson County Commis-
sion Chair Allen Poole, who 
chairs the committee. And, for 
residents, it’s a quality-of-life 
measure.

“Rural Georgia is going to be 
left behind if people like our-
selves don’t take the initiative 
to move forward,” Poole said.

Meeting in the NWGRC head-
quarters in Rome on Tuesday, 
they agreed to contact the school 
superintendents in their coun-
ties and set up information ses-
sions.

Plans are to join forces in urg-
ing state action during the 2018 
Georgia General Assembly ses-
sion.

“Politically speaking, schools 
should step up more than they’re 
doing in our area,” Bartow Coun-
ty Sole Commissioner Steve Tay-
lor said. “When you talk about 
education and kids, things hap-
pen.”

President Donald Trump is 
promising some rural broad-
band funding in his infrastruc-

Broadband 
group seeks 

school muscle

Please see Broadband A3
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Kevin King was one of many to stand up 

and speak on June 27. 

Speakers at final Board of 
Education public comment 
session on Superintendent 
Search want no more changes 
for teachers, plea for hire of 
local candidate to head up 
PSD

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

Local residents gave voice to what 
was a consensus opinion during the fi-
nal of two sessions allowing people to 
comment on the superintendent search 
on Tuesday night. 

That message to the board was clear: 

local educators need someone they can 
trust, and that person is a longtime vet-
eran of the Polk School District. 

Every speaker was careful not to put 
a name to that candidate, but thus far 
the only local to confirm that she has 
applied for the job is assistant Super-
intendent Laurie Atkins, who had no 
further comment on the job itself. 

Atkins was among a large crowd at 
the Polk County College and Career 
Academy's campus at Cedartown High 
School for Tuesday night's meeting, 
which featured more than a dozen 
speakers who signed up to give their 
thoughts about what the Board of Edu-
cation should seek in a new superin-
tendent. 

Please see Search A6

Please see Rethink A6

By SEAN WILLIAMS
SJ Correspondent

If you've seen a out-of-town license plate 
in Polk County, chances are it was in down-
town Cedartown. 

That's because the Cedartown Museum of 
Coca-Cola Memorabilia - one of Northwest 
Georgia's most alluring tourist attractions- 
has been nestled neatly at 209 Main Street 
for an entire year now. 

The museum is so alluring in fact that vis-
itors from over 26 states and 6 different 
countries have ventured to Cedartown to 
for a tour of the collection.

And this week, some special guests will 
also be coming to the museum to share it's 
treasures with the world-at-large, as Fox 5 
brings their morning show over for a live 
broadcast from downtown Cedartown.

The memorabilia doesn't simply tell the 
history of Coca-Cola, the variety of bottles, 
trucks and Coca-Cola themed-products 
throughout the decades of the company's 
history lends each item a story that makes 
up a greater tale both locally and globally. 

Cedartown's premiere collection of mem-
orabilia first started as a family hobby by 
the Morris' now gives a glimpse into how 
the Georgia-born soft drink played a role 
in the development of Polk County and 
small towns like it from the 1980s through 
contemporary times. The building itself is 

part of that tale, having been the former home 
to Cedartown's Coca-Cola bottling plant.

Last week on Tuesday, Director of Acquisi-
tions Daniel Morris commemorated the anni-
versary of the museum's first year in business 
with a speech that highlighted the past, pres-
ent, and future of Cedartown's connection with 

Coca-Cola 

museum turns one

Please see Coke A9

Sean Williams/Standard Journal

The Polk County Historical Society got 

to take a look around the year old 

Cedartown Museum of Coca-Cola 

Memorabilia on June 27. The museum 

turned 1 on June 25. 

Sean Williams/Standard Journal

Rethink Rockmart members are looking at 

using existing laws to tackle blight problems 

in the city limits. 


