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Local artist uses 
work to speak out

See Page A11

Marietta Street United 
Methodist Church is host-
ing its annual anniversa-
ry celebration through 
music on Sept. 16 at 6 
p.m., followed by a spe-
cial sermon on Sept. 17 
with the Rev. Vincent 
Dortch of Antioch Baptist 
Church in Carrollton as 
the guest speaker. The 
church will then hold a 
revival from Sept. 18 
through Sept. 20, 7 p.m. 
nightly with a theme for 
the week of “Revive the 
Passion!” The public is 
invited to the five-day 
event at the church on 
Robert L. Parks Boule-
vard, Cedartown. For 
more information call 
Annie Vaughn at 770-748-
4200.

L i v e  O a k  B a p t i s t 
Church will host a Pinto 
Bean Fundraiser coming 
up on Sept. 23 from 5 to 7 
p.m. to help raise money 
for Operation Christmas 
Child. The menu includes 
pintos, lima beans, navy 
beans cornbread, fried 
potatoes, slaw, onion and 
desserts. Located at 150 
Aragon Road, the church 
will be using all money 
toward funding the pro-
gram. 

Please see CALENDAR A12

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

A Cedartown man who 
had been missing since La-
bor Day was found dead in 
the woods a few miles from 
his house Friday morning, 
according to Polk County 
Coroner Tony Brazier.

Tex Johnny Frits, 66, of a 
Treat Mountain Road ad-
dress, was pronounced 
dead at 10:30 a.m. Friday 
morning by Brazier after he 
was found around 3 miles 
down the road several days 
after he went missing.

Brazier said Frits was 
taken to the Georgia Bu-
reau of Investigation Crime 
Lab for an autopsy after the 
scene was processed as a 
suspicious death. He said 
that due to the level of de-
composition with the body, 
no cause of death had yet 
been determined.

According to Brazier, 
Frits had left the house on 
Labor Day and went sev-
eral miles down the road, 
then through the woods 
until he reached a clear-
ing Frits had previously 
used as a deer blind.

“It appears he came un-
der some kind of distress 
and tried to get back to his 
four wheeler,” Brazier said.

Frits was found slumped 
over the front of the four 
wheeler, Brazier said. Polk 
County Police officers and 
investigators, along with 
the coroner’s office, 
searched an acre of area of 
any signs of evidence, but 
police are still investigat-
ing for the time being.

“We processed the body 
and we are working the 
case aggressively,” Bra-
zier said.

Atkins named school chief 

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

The Polk County Board of Educa-
tion kept their choice of a new su-
perintendent local with their unan-
imous vote to approve the contract 
for Laurie Atkins to take over the 
leadership of the school district.

Atkins, a longtime veteran of 
the Polk School District, had 
most recently served as assistant 
superintendent in charge of in-
struction and assessment.

Board chair Tommy Sanders 
sought a raise of hands for the 
vote in the work session, and 
board members showed no hesi-
tation in their unanimous vote 
during the Sept. 5 work session.

“Mrs. Atkins has dedicated her 
career to the students and teach-
ers of Polk School District,” said 
Sanders in a press release from the 
board Tuesday. “It is only fitting 
that someone with her experience, 
knowledge and leadership skills 
be selected to lead the district as 
we continue to progress forward.”

Other board members added 
their voices in praise for Atkins, 
all of who were ready to move for-
ward as a district with their new 
leader.

 z The Board of Education 
votes unanimously to 
approve a three-year contract 
with a local veteran educator. 

Kevin Myrick / Standard Journal

New superintendent Laurie Atkins (right) laughs 
following a brief quip by board Chairman Tommy 
Sanders asking her to take her chair with the board. Please see ATKINS A6

Cedartown man 
found dead on 
Treat Mountain

More charges 
levied against 

woman in animal 
cruelty case

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

A Rockmart woman was 
jailed on felony charges 
for her involvement with 
the 115 dogs found by the 
Polk County Police De-
partment.

According to Polk Coun-
ty Police Chief Kenny 
Dodd, Candice Sorrells, 
34, of 742 Callaway Drive, 
Rockmart, was charged 
with 107 counts of being 
party to a crime of cruel-
ty to animals, each a fel-
ony. She was taken into 
custody on Thursday 
morning for her involve-
ment with the case being 
developed against Deve-
cio Ranard Rowland, 32, 
who remained in jail on 
numerous charges after 
115 dogs were discovered 
over the past days.

County 
commission 

voting on new 
District 1 member
By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Polk County Commis-
sioners have waited a 
month, heard from candi-
dates during an hour-long 
question and answer ses-
sion, and now they were 
ready to vote on a new 
member to join the board 
as the week got underway.

September’s regular ses-
sion was being held on 
Tuesday after press time 
— assuming weather is-
sues with Hurricane Ir-
ma’s remnants coming 
ashore and into Northwest 
Georgia hadn’t called off 
the meeting afterward.

Commissioners were 
looking to fill the District 
1 commission seat in the 
Cedartown area during 
the Sept. 12 meeting, 
weather permitting. 

Please see DOGS A5 Please see COUNTY A3
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LINING UP FOR GAS: Local residents were filling up their tanks on 
Friday ahead of the news that Hurricane Irma was going to 
impact the area as soon as Monday, but forecasts were 
updated over the weekend and the storm wasn’t expected to 
hit until after press time on Tuesday. Gas lines formed just as 
prices increased up above the $2.80 range locally at some 
stations. Find out more about local preparations for Hurricane 
Irma and ongoing relief efforts for Houston on Page A9.

Fair set to start tonight

By Sean Williams
SJ Correspondent

While Labor Day marks the end 
of Summer in other parts of the 
country, the Polk County fair is 
currently serving as the end of the 
hottest season for Rockmart, 
Cedartown, and Aragon citizens 
who are finally looking forward to 
autumn and the chilly delights 
that come with the season.

That was, until Hurricane Irma 
went and changed course and tim-

ing, and forced the fair organizers 
to reconsider their opening date.

So instead of opening on Tuesday 
night as planned, the fair instead 
opens this evening and will continue 
through Saturday at the Polk County 
Fairgrounds, located off Highway 
278 next to Cedartown Bypass.

Standard gate admission for this 
year’s event is $5 for adults and $3 
for children, and children ages 
five and under get in free. Those 
looking to ride to their heart’s con-
tent can purchase arm bands for 
$18 on Wednesday and Thursday 
before the price increases to $20 
on Friday and Saturday. Fair park-
ing is always free.

The Polk County fair offers nu-
merous opportunities for dis-
counts and free membership to the 

different demographics of attend-
ees. All discounts and free admis-
sion apply only to standard gate 
admission- not armbands!

Wednesday’s community night of-
fers a discount to anyone who 
brings their church bulletin. Se-
niors should consider stopping by 
on Thursday where they can get 
free admission through the front 
gate for Senior Night. Polk’s first 
responders (firemen, EMS, law en-
forcement) will be offered a dis-
counted admission on Friday for 
First Responders night. Polk’s vet-
erans will be honored on Saturday, 
the fair’s last night, with a dis-
counted admission for Veteran’s 
Night.

 z Hurricane Irma’s potential 
impact pushes organizers to 
move the fair’s opening back a 
day.

Please see FAIR A2
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The first of the rides showed up early Sunday morning for the fair, but they won’t be fully 
setup until after potential bad weather passes from Hurricane Irma. 


