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Staff reports

The Kiwanis Club of Fort 
Oglethorpe’s Distinguished 
Service Awards luncheon will 
celebrate the event’s 12th anni-
versary on May 1 by recog-
nizing Catoosa County Sher-
iff Gary Sisk and Walker 
County community leader 
Eddie Upshaw.

The Distinguished Service 
Award recognizes the outstand-
ing career, community and civic con-
tributions made by the honorees and 
the positive impact they have on bet-
tering our community.

Kiwanis is an international service 
organization dedicated to helping 

change the world, one 
child and one commu-
nity at a time.

“The beauty of the 
Distinguished Ser-
vice Award is that we 
bring the community 
together to celebrate 
the honorees and recog-
nize their accomplish-
ments,” Club President 
Dan Nichols said. “It really is a 
feel-good event that the com-

munity, our club members and guests 
look forward to.”

Gary Sisk

Sisk was raised in the Lakeview 

community of Catoosa County. He is 
a graduate of Lakeview-Fort Ogletho-
rpe High School and attended West 
Georgia College and Georgia North-
western.

Sisk began his emergency 
services career almost 30 years 
ago with the Post Volunteer 
Fire Department, became an 
emergency medical technician 
and worked a full-time posi-
tion with a local ambulance 
service. In 1989 Sisk went to 
work with the Catoosa County 
Sheriff’s Department as a deten-
tion officer on the night shift 

while still working as an EMT dur-
ing the day.

Gradually decreasing his time as 
a volunteer fireman and EMT, he 
focused more on his law enforcement 
career, working his way through the 
ranks of the Sheriff’s Department and 

ran for sheriff when the sheriff at the 
time decided to retire. Sisk was elected 
and took office Jan. 1, 2013. Sisk is 
a POST-certified general instructor 
and founding member of the Tennes-
see Valley Regional Communication 
System utilized by all emergency ser-
vices in Northwest Georgia.

Since becoming sheriff, he has 
focused on rehabilitation while remain-
ing aggressive with crime prevention 
and apprehension. Sisk partnered with 
Georgia Northwestern and started the 
first GED program in the jail and has 
brought in other organizations such 
as Narcotics Anonymous, Alcoholics 
Anonymous, The Transformation 
Project and Project Change.

Sisk believes that investments in 
young children’s lives are imperative 
to facilitate a better future for all. This 

Ft. Oglethorpe Kiwanis Club announces honorees
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For the weeks of March 
16-31, Walker and Catoosa 
County restaurants/hotels 
earned a combined ten 
100 scores. There were 
no failing restaurants/
hotels in either county. 
Local elementary schools 
had a good showing, with 
each school inspected scor-
ing a 100.

Walker County

Stone Creek
Elementary
1600 Happy Valley Rd,
Rossville
Score: 100
Inspection date: March 

19
The Brick Oven
8009 N. Hwy 27,
Rock Spring
Score:100
Inspection Date:
March 22
Mumdee’s
3277 Chattanooga
Valley Rd, Flintstone
Score: 100
Inspection Date:
March 22
Pigeon Mountain
Country Store
Hwy 193 Davis
Crossroads,
Chickamauga
Score: 84
Inspection Date: March 

22
Inspector  notes: 

Observed raw animal 
foods not properly sepa-
rated from each other in 
holding unit/during prepa-
ration. Observed container 
of Raw Quail on top of a 
container of raw ground 
beef. Observed concentra-
tion of chlorine in the sani-
tizer bucket over 200 ppm. 
Observed cook with beard 
longer than 1/2 inch not 
wearing a beard restraint.

Little Caesars
804 N Main St, LaFay-

ette
Score: 92
Inspection Date: March 

26
Inspector  notes: 

Observed several personal 
drinks in bottles and cans 
in the facility. Observed 
drying racks and pizza oven 
with build up. Observed 
build up around the floor/
wall intercept.

General Bragg Inn 
& Suites

118 General Bushrod
Johnson Ave.,
Chickamauga
Score: 91
Inspection date: March 

26
Inspector  notes: 

Observed multiple roaches 
in one room on the lower 
level. Observed the refrig-
erator in one room turned 

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

The Family Crisis Center of Walker, 
Dade, Chattooga & Catoosa Counties 
raised more than $22,000 on the eve-
ning of March 30 during its annual 
mystery dinner show fundraiser.

The event, which was held at the 
Walker County Civic Center, featured 
a Saturday Night Live-like comedy 
show with music, dancing, and lots 
of laughs.

“We had approximately 300 people 
in attendance this year, and I think 
everyone had a great time with all the 
laughter,” said Crisis Center Director 

Kristy Lawson.
The event helps the Center raise 

money for the services it provides to 
local victims of domestic violence.

Lawson says the event raised $14,050 
between table sales, sponsorships, and 
the silent auction, plus an additional 
$8,111 in in-kind donations for a total 
tally of $22,160.

“The community really showed their 
support for The Family Crisis Center 
with their donations, table sponsor-
ships, and attendance,” Lawson said.

More than 20 community players 
came together to perform the mys-
tery comedy show, many of whom are 
elected officials, law enforcement mem-

bers, and educators including Walker 
County Sheriff Steve Wilson, Bruce 
Coker with the Walker County Sheriff’s 
Dept., Rossville Mayor Teddy Harris, 
Walker County School Superintendent 
Damon Raines, Catoosa County Com-
missioner Jim Cutler, Ringgold Mayor 
Nick Millwood, Ringgold city employee 
Dexter Coley, Fort Oglethorpe City 
Council lady Paula Stinnett, Catoosa 
County Chamber of Commerce Presi-
dent Amy Jackson, Greg Jackson of 
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Shanda Reese 
of Reece Enterprises, Catoosa County 
Coroner Vanita Hullender, David Betty, 

From Georgia Dept. Of 
Public Health

The Northwest Georgia 
Health District’s ongoing 
investigation and surveil-
lance in response to the res-
taurant worker with hepati-
tis A at McDonald’s at 106 
LaFayette Road in Chickam-
auga indicates that there is a 
need to extend the risk period 
of hepatitis transmission to 
March 29.

Therefore, we recommend 
that anyone who consumed 
food or drink at this restau-
rant from March 4-29 con-
tact their health-care provider 
or local health department to 
determine if a hepatitis A vac-
cination is needed to prevent 
the disease.

The hepatitis A vaccine is 
safe, effective, and well toler-
ated. It is the best protection 
against the hepatitis A virus.

We also urge the public to 

continue to practice normal 
preventive measures of hand 
washing and sanitation.

Free hepatitis A vaccination 
will continue to be provided 
at the Catoosa and Walker 
County Health Departments 
April 10-12 during regular 
hours of operation.

♦ Catoosa County Health 
Department, 145 Catoosa Cir-
cle, Ringgold, GA 706-406-
2000

♦ Walker County Health 
Department, 603 E. Villanow 
Street, LaFayette, GA 30728 

706-638-5577
Anyone who consumed food 

and/or drink at the restaurant 
during this time should also:

1. Monitor their health for 
symptoms of hepatitis A infec-
tion up to fifty days after expo-
sure.

2. Wash their hands with 
soap and warm water fre-
quently and thoroughly, espe-
cially after using the bathroom 
and before preparing food.

3. Stay at home and con-
tact your healthcare provider 
immediately if symptoms of 

hepatitis A infection develop.
Hepatitis A is a viral infection 

of the liver that can cause loss 
of appetite, nausea, tiredness, 
fever, stomach pain, dark-col-
ored urine and light-colored 
stools. Yellowing of the skin or 
eyes may also appear. People 
can become ill up to fifty days 
after being exposed to the virus.

Hepatitis A is acquired 
when a person unknowingly 
ingests the virus from objects, 
food, or drinks contaminated 
by small, undetected amounts 
of stool from an infected per-
son. The virus spreads when 
an infected person does not 
wash his/her hands ade-
quately after using the toi-
let or engages in behaviors 
that increase risk of infec-
tion. Careful hand washing, 
including under the finger-
nails, with soap and water, 
along with vaccination of any-
one at risk of infection, will 
prevent spread of this disease.
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Community members put on their acting shoes on Saturday night, March 30, as part of the annual mystery dinner com-
edy show fundraiser produced by the Family Crisis Center of Walker, Dade, Chattooga & Catoosa Counties. From left; 
Catoosa County Coroner Vanita Hullender as Cher, Ringgold maintenance man Dexter Coley as Elton John, and Fort 
Oglethorpe City Council lady Paula Stinnett as Vanna White. / Adam Cook

Georgia Department of Public Health

Catoosa Sheriff Gary Sisk and Walker County’s 
Eddie Upshaw win Distinguished Service Awards.
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