
By Jasmine Rothman
Correspondent

Rossville’s John Ross 
House, an enigmatic “axis 
mundii” of local history, is 
shrouded in mystery, myth, 
and legend.

The two-story oak and 
Easter red cedar log house 
is located on East Lake Ave-
nue. For many years, the 
John Ross House has been 
the point around which 
Rossville turns and thrives, 
and the home itself is rich 
with history. 

Locally, it is believed to 
have been built by John 
MacDonald, grandfather of 
Cherokee Chief John Ross, 
in 1797. Legend has it that 
John Ross grew up in the 

structure and later ran a 
small general store and post 
office in the large, two-story 

house. It was the first school 
in North Georgia, the first 
post office, and is consid-

ered a home base for the 
founding of Chattanooga 
itself. It is also acknowl-
edged that the structure 
is the oldest house in the 
greater Chattanooga area, 
and that it served as a hos-
pital for both sides during 
the Civil War

It is believed that the 
home was built for John 
Ross by his grandfather 
in the 1790s. It is also said 
that he lived in the house 
from boyhood until when 
he went over the Trail of 
Tears in 1838, but other 
confirmed dates concern-
ing his life contradicts that 
view. For example, after the 
death of his grandparents, 
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School board adopts public participation policy
Board drops suggested 

same-day ‘sign-in’ 

option for addressing 

entire board

By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkermessenger.com

The Walker County school board has 
approved a public participation policy 
that encourages potential speakers to 
make the board the last stop for air-
ing concerns.

The new policy, approved during 
a Board of Education meeting Tues-
day night, Nov. 13, does not include 

a proposal that would have allowed 
potential speakers to sign up just hours 
before a meeting to address 
the board.

At Tuesday’s (Nov. 13) board 
meeting Schools Superinten-
dent Damon Raines meticu-
lously explained a proposed 
revised public participation 
policy that included every sug-
gestion and modification rec-
ommended by school board 
members.

Then board chairman Mike 
Carruth, after asking if there were any 
questions or comments on the revi-
sion, requested a motion to accept the 
revised policy as presented.

Silence.

“Do I have a motion to accept this 
public participation policy?” he asked 

again.
Awkward silence 

again.
Then board member 

Karen Stoker, who in 
a Nov. 5 meeting had 
been adamant about 
an alternate option that 
would allow concerned 
petitioners to address 
the board after having 
registered and signing 

a sign-in sheet at least two hours prior 
to the start of any board’s regularly 
scheduled meeting, asked the chair-
man if she could speak.

Stoker then withdrew her recom-

mendation for a direct, alternate public 
address option, after having strongly 

lobbied for that option three 
times in the previous meeting, 
and asked that that alternate 
address option be removed 
from the revised policy.

She explained that the other 
changes and timelines in the 
new revised policy satisfied her 
and that she wanted to be sure 
that all petitioners followed 
the prescribed chain of com-
mand, taking issues through 

the pre-request channels of classroom 
teacher, school principal, and superin-
tendent before addressing the board.

By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkermessenger.com

As we observe and celebrate 
Thanksgiving this week, we recall 
how our ancestors the Pilgrims were 
helped that first winter by friendly 
Indians, who taught them how to 
grow crops and helped them sur-
vive their first winter in America.

Likewise, as we observe Novem-
ber as National Native American 
Heritage Month, our minds turn to 
the Native Americans of Northwest 
Georgia, the Cherokee, and our own 
Walker County native son, John Ross.

Ross was born Oct. 3, 1790, in Tur-
keytown, Ala., located about one mile 
from Centre on the west side of the 
Coosa River, not far from the mouth 
of Terrapin Creek. Ross was the son 
of Daniel Ross, a Scotsman who had 
gone to live among the Cherokee 
during the American Revolution. 

His mother was also three-fourths 
Scottish and one-fourth Cherokee, 
making Ross one-eighth Cherokee, 
though he was of Indian heritage 
through and through. He was raised 
traditionally and had a preference for 

native clothing and mode of dress-
ing as a boy and young man. 

John’s father, Daniel, established 
a store at Chattanooga Creek near 
the foot of Lookout Mountain, and 
determined that his children would 
receive a quality education, built a 
small school and hired a teacher. It 
was here that John Ross received 
his early education before attending 
another school in Kingston, Tenn., 
and later the Maryville (Tenn.) 
Academy. 

Since his parents spoke English 
and he was schooled by English-
speaking teachers, historians agree 
that Ross could not speak the Cher-
okee language and had to use inter-
preters, especially for his addresses 
and prayers in Cherokee Council 
meetings. Likewise, while the Chero-
kee Nation had a written language, 
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Go ‘green’ 
and reduce 
waste this 

Thanksgiving
Special report

Thanksgiving is a holiday 
to give thanks and share spe-
cial moments with family and 
friends. While the original 
Thanksgiving might have taken 
place during a time when food 
was sparse, nowadays Thanks-
giving often involves excessive 
amounts of food, with more 
food ending up in the garbage 
than in celebrants’ stomachs.

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture projects 
that Americans will throw 
away more than 200 million 
pounds of edible turkey meat 
this Thanksgiving holiday. And 
Thanksgiving typically ushers 
in a period of wastefulness, as 
the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency says American 
households produce roughly 
25 percent more trash between 
Thanksgiving and New Year’s 
Day than during the rest of the 
year.

Reducing waste is a worthy 
goal year-round, but especially 
so during the holiday season. 
And accomplishing that goal 
can be done without sacrific-
ing holiday traditions.

 ♦ Use fine china when serv-
ing meals. Thanksgiving pro-
vides an opportunity to serve 
meals on fine china and use 
the silverware that has gone 
unused instead of disposable 
plates and utensils. In addition 
to adding a touch of elegance 
to meals, reusable china and 
silverware is less wasteful than 
paper plates and plastic uten-
sils. Cloth napkins and other 
table linens are also more eco-
friendly than paper napkins.

 ♦ Decorate using natural 
items. Scour the great out-
doors for all-natural center-
piece materials or other items 
that can be turned into wreaths 
and garlands. Vases filled with 
pine cones and acorns make 
for beautiful, inexpensive and 
festive decorations.

 ♦ Shop locally and organ-
ically. When shopping for 
Thanksgiving dinner, choose 
local produce, poultry and 
grains whenever possible. 
Resist the urge to buy more 
than you need as well. Skip 
some of the less-popular dishes 
that are used only to make the 
table seem full. Buy a small tur-
key or think about only serving 
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John Ross House: a local turning point

The John Ross House, located on East Lake Avenue in 
Rossville, has had a rich — and sometimes controversial 
— history. / Contributed
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