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home second.
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LaFayette’s 
Allie Durham 
set to cheer 
at Kennesaw 
State.
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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s 
a great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items 
of interest (such as 
upcoming events), 
discuss what’s hap-
pening in our com-
munity and in the 
news, or just send 
us a message. And 
don’t forget to “Like” 
us!

City of LaFayette press release

The second annual 
LaFayette Honeybee 
Festival on Saturday, 
June 2, isn’t going 
anywhere. In fact, the 
festival is growing in 
attendance, headliners 
and stages.

The city has added 
a second headlining 
performer and is 
placing the Headliners 
Stage on the western 
edge of the traditional 
festival area to 
accommodate the 
increased crowds and 
vendors. There will be a 
lot more buzz!

“We will have a 
North Stage by the 
Marsh House and a 
South Stage on the 
Square. We had 117 
vendors last year 
and we have over 165 
this year, expanding 
the festival from last 
year,” City Manager 
David Hamilton said. 
“The Headliners Stage 
will be on the Walker 
County School’s parking 
lot directly behind 
LaFayette First Baptist 
Church. This location 
gives more than twice 
the viewing area than 
the square does,” 
Hamilton said.

LaFayette is proud 
to announce this free-
to-attend event will host 
two major country music 
stars — Craig Campbell 
and Joe Nichols — 
headlining the festival, 
thanks to sponsors US 

101—Chattanooga’s No. 1 
radio station for country 
music.

A day of honeybee 

awareness and 

family fun
The Honeybee 

Festival will BEE fun 
for the whole family!

The city will 
take honeybee 
awareness to the next 
level this year with 
honeybee educational 
opportunities focusing 
on the importance 

of the honeybee 
population’s survival 
as well as beekeeping 
tips, exhibits and 
demonstrations.

Parents, BEE sure 
to bring the kids as 
the Kids Zone will be 
SWARMING with all 
kinds of free activities 
like inflatables, games 
and face painting. The 
Kids Zone will keep the 
young ones happy and 
as “Busy as BEES.”

The BBQ 
Competition and Honey 
Competition will keep 

your mouth watering 
for these traditional 
festival feasts. The 
cruise-in with antique 
cars and tractors 
will make its grand 
return on Saturday 
as well. The debut of 
the Miss Honeybee 
Pageant will take the 
spotlight Friday evening 
following a Steak 
Competition, expanding 
the festival across two 
days.

The Honeybee 
Metric-Century Bicycle 
Ride will roll out early 

Saturday morning with 
participants traveling 
in three separate routes 
across the area.

For questions 
about the upcoming 
Festival, visit www.
myhoneybeefestival.
com, facebook.com/
myhoneybeefestival, 
or call the City of 
LaFayette at 706-639-
1500.

BEE sure to come 
out to this free event 
on Saturday, June 2, 
from 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. in 
downtown LaFayette.

Commissioner Shannon Whitfield has proclaimed May 27 - June 2 as Honeybee Festival Week in Walker 

County. Pictured from left are: Scott Underwood, co-ordinator of events for LaFayette, festival committee 

member Lisa Heyer, LaFayette Mayor Andy Arnold, Commissioner Whitfield, LaFayette’s ccity manager 

David Hamilton and festival committee member Jim Powell. (Messenger photo/Mike O’Neal)

LaFayette ready for Honeybee Festival

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

In just a few years, local 

McDonald’s franchise owner 

Jim Aaron has expanded 

his ownership of fast food 

restaurants from one to seven. 

The Rome native and 

Berry College graduate’s 

restaurants now stretch 

along U.S. Highway 27 from 

Rome, through Summerville, 

LaFayette and Chickamauga 

before crossing the stateline 

into Tennessee where Aaron-

owned  restaurants are found 

in Vonore, Decatur  and 

Charleston.

“For me, it is an opportunity 

to make a difference,” he 

said when asked about his 

growning eatery empire. 

“The opportunity to make a 

difference in the lives of our 

managers, our crew members 

and the communities we 

serve is a passion of mine.” 

Throughout his 41-year career, 

Aaron has never wavered from 

the “Golden Arches” brand.

He was a crew member at 

the West Rome McDonald’s 

while attending high school, 

worked his way up through all 

positions until coming a shift 

manager while attending Berry 

College where he earned a 

business degree.

Not only did his McDonald’s 

and Berry experiences lead 

to a career, it also led to 

matrimony as it was while 

working the night shift that he 

met his future bride.

“We were both in college,” 

he recalled. “Terri was a crew 

person going to nursing school 

and I was a night manager.”

Assuring the general 

manager that their personal 

and professional lives would 

remain separate, the two 

started dating. After earning 

degrees, they married and 

began independent careers:  

her’s in health care, with 

Redmond Regional in Rome; 

his climbing the corporate 

ladder  in the world of fast 

food. 

Putting his degree to work, 

Aaron was a general manager, 

managed a multi-million dollar 

production and service facility 

and was promoted into a  

corporate middle management 

position where he oversaw a 

broad range of restaurants. 

He said mastering those 

tasks prepared him to take  a 

chance and become his own 

boss.

Aaron opened his first 

franchise on April 14, 2014, in 

Tennessee. More recently, he  

returned closer to his Rome 

home by acquiring franchised 

stores in Rome, LaFayette and 

Chickamauga,  an experience 

he delights in on a daily basis.

“I have a great time,” he 

said. “I live and breathe it 

every day and it is still fun. For 

me, it is fun to figure out how 

to make it faster, hotter, better 

every day — and every day is a 

challenge.” 

His “Golden Arches” now spread across the 
Georgia highlands to the hills of Tennessee

Lawsuit is no game of chicken
Fearing foul fowl, Cove residents taking county to court
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Jim Aaron at LaFayette McDonald’s ribbon cutting ceremony.

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Feathers are being 
ruffled as questions and 
accusations fly back and 
forth between residents 
living in the Kensington 
area and Walker County 
officials.

At question is the 
possibility of a poultry 
slaughterhouse and 
processing plant setting 
up operations in a 

Barwick-Archer carpet 
mill that has been 
vacant for about 30 
years. 

“Our family has 
lived in McLemore 
Cover for 100 years, 
said Stephanie 
Everett during a May 
24 commissioner’s 
meeting. “We’ve farmed 
and protected the 
land. We absolutely do 
not want a company 

like Pilgrim’s Pride in 
Walker County.”

Rumors of Pilgrim’s 
Pride, one of the 
nation’s largest poultry 
producers, coming 
to the area were first 
heard last fall but have 
recently generated a 
sense of urgency to 
act by those calling 
the Cove home. Some 
residents say that is 
because Pilgrims’ 

Pride has an option 
to purchase the 
property from Drennon 
Cruthfield, its current 
owner, which expires at 
the end of May. 

Because of rumors 
about the possibility 
of a slaughterhouse 
opening in their 
community, the non-
profit McLemore Cove 
Preservation Society 
hired attorney Nathan 

Lock to take legal 
action to stop — or at 
least slow — whatever 
is being considered for 
the Cove.

“This is one of those 
things where if there  is 
smoke there probably is 
fire,” the attorney from 
the Dalton-based firm 
of McCamy, Phillips, 
Tuggle & Fordham said. 
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