
Walker Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Of-
fice booking re-
port for Aug. 
30 - Sept. 5

News/A3

Barehanded 
base ball com-
ing this month

Hometown/B10

LaFayette, Ga.

Wednesday, september 15, 2021

75 cents

ONLINE: catoosawalkernews.com

Founded in 1877 — Walker County’s oldest continuous businessVol. 132, No. 37

EMAIL: walkercountymessenger@walkermessenger.com

S e c o n d - h a l f 
explosion sends 
Ringgold to 3-0.

Sports/B1

Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s 
a great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items 
of interest (such as 
upcoming events), 
discuss what’s 
happening in our 
community and in 
the news, or just 
send us a message. 
And don’t forget to 
“Like” us!

To report 
news or 

for home 
delivery, call 

706-638-1859.

© 2021 Times-Journal 
Inc.

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon 

@WalkerMessenger.com

Walker County Sheriff Steve 
Wilson says an inmate didn’t 
ask to be taken to the hospital 
the night before his death.

Sixty-four-year-old Stephen 
Andrew Johnson of Rossville 
was arrested Sept. 3 for a tem-
porary protective order viola-
tion (TPO), was taken to jail 
and booked.

“He indicated during the book-
ing process that he had previously 

had COVID,” the sheriff said. 
“He was not positive on intake.”

About 5:19 a.m. Sept. 4 jail of-
ficers were alerted that Johnson 
was having difficulty breathing 
and administered first aid and 
CPR, Wilson said. The man died 
a short time later.

Johnson did not request medi-
cal care and was not transported 
to the hospital, he said.

Johnson’s body has been taken 
to the crime lab for an autopsy 
while the Walker County Sher-
iff’s Office and Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation are investigat-
ing the death.

Sheriff: Walker County inmate did not 
request medical care before death

Special to The 
Messenger/Catoosa 
County News

The owners of McLemore 
have confirmed that near-
ly $188-million in bonds 
have been sold to fund the 
construction of a 245-room 
lodge, conference center and 
spa along the eastern edge 
of Lookout Mountain, Ga.

Construction on the lodge 
at McLemore will commence 
in September. Once opened 

in late 2023, 
the facility will 
employ more 
than 300 full-
time, direct 
employees. 
Atlanta-based 
general con-
tractor New 
South Con-
struction has 
obtained per-

mits for land disturbance, 
as well as for foundations. 
Chattanooga-based GenTech 
Construction will provide 
construction management 
services.

McLemore President Duane 
Horton noted, “McLemore’s 
world-class team has been 
together for the better part 
of a decade. This milestone 
is a testament to their com-
mitment and perseverance to 
create a destination to serve 
our community and guests 
for generations to come.”

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon 

@WalkerMessenger.com

The sacrifice of emergency 
workers on 9/11 motivated 
one local man to become a 
member of Walker County 
Fire and Rescue.

Battalion Chief Jim Bul-
man, speaker at the Walker 
County Patriot Day service 
Sept. 10, shared how the sac-
rifices of emergency servic-
es personnel who died that 
day motivated him to seek 
his current career and chal-
lenged his audience to find a 
place to serve their commu-
nity. He joined other local 
officials, including Walker 
County Board of Commis-
sioners Chairman Shannon 
Whitfield and Sheriff Steve 
Wilson, in speaking at the 
event, which was attended 

by dozens of residents.
“What have you done to 

make the world safer?” he 
said he asked after 9/11.

Patriot Day honors the 
victims who had no choice 
where they would be when 
the attacks occurred and 
those who chose to race into 
danger to aid those in need 
and paid the ultimate price, 
speakers said. Bulman has 
pondered these issues.

Bulman, then a vice pres-
ident of the subsidiary of 
a large trucking company, 
was moved by the images 
and sounds of 9/11 and the 
recovery efforts.

He said he watched a TV 
reporter covering the re-
covery efforts at the World 
Trade Center ask for every-
one at the scene to be silent 

Sacrifices of 9/11 
emergency workers 
lead man to career 

as Walker firefighter

New lodge on 
Lookout 

Mountain at 
McLemore to 
break ground 

this month

Catherine Edgemon

Members of LaFayette High School’s JROTC program participate Sept. 10 in the Patriot Day service in front of the 
Walker County Courthouse. For more photos, see page A9.

From staff reports

Walker County Records 
and Archives has received a 
$5,000 grant to expand its 
storage capacity to preserve 
records and for shelving, file 
boxes and map containers.

The Georgia Historical 
Records Advisory Council 
(GHRAC) seeks to enrich 
the culture and protect the 
rights of Georgians by fos-
tering activities that identify, 
preserve and provide access 
to the state’s documentary 
heritage.

Using funds awarded to 
the University of Georgia 
Libraries and the Georgia 
Archives by the National 

Walker 
County 

receives 
records 

preservation 
funds

Elderly man dies in jail a day after his arrest
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A member of LaFayette High School’s band plays “Taps” 
as JROTC students salute the U.S. flag.

PATRIOT DAY PROCLAMATION

By the Walker County Board 

of Commissioners

Whereas: On September 

11, 2001, nearly 3,000 people 

lost their lives in a coordinated 

terror attack on our nation; 

and

Whereas: 9/11 was the 

deadliest incident in U.S. 

history for firefighters, police 

and other first responders, 

resulting in nearly 400 deaths; 

and

Whereas: We grieved as a 

nation, but were strengthened 

by the selfless acts of courage 

and compassion demonstrated 

by our emergency workers 

who tirelessly rendered aid 

while in distress; and

Whereas: The Federal 

Government has established 

September 11th of each 

year as Patriot Day in 

remembrance of those we lost 

and to commend the noble 

acts of countless heroes who 

risked their lives that fateful 

day; and

Whereas: The community is 

encouraged to attend events 

like the Patriot Day Service at 

the Walker County Courthouse 

and 20th Anniversary 

Ceremony at Lane Funeral 

Home to support area first 

responders;

Therefore: I, Chairman 

Shannon K. Whitfield, on 

behalf of the Walker County 

Board of Commissioners, do 

hereby proclaim September 

11, 2021 as Patriot Day in 

Walker County, Georgia in 

honor of the courageous men 

and women who gave their 

lives in service to others. 

Furthermore, I encourage 

all citizens to observe a 

moment of silence beginning 

at 8:46 a.m. to honor the 

innocent victims who perished 

as a result of the terrorist 

attacks on September 11, 

2001.

Signed and sealed this 9th 

day of September in the year 

2021.

Chairman Shannon K. 

Whitfield

See MCLEMORE, A12

See FUNDS, A5

See JAIL, A5

See 9/11, A9


