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Catoosa commissioners last week 
updated the county’s policies on 
using athletic facilities and also 
handed down a one-year probation 
sanction against Ringgold Youth 
Sports Association President Earl 
Epps. 

Both issues stem from a six-
month-long dispute 
over Epps’ alleged 
misuse of gym facilities, 
which ultimately led 
to a Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation probe over 
the summer.

In April, county 
officials claimed they 
received complaints 
that Epps was running 
a separate league out-
side of RYSA. They ultimately yanked 
his access to the Poplar Springs gym 
while they sorted out the allegations.

While the GBI investigated the mat-
ter, dozens of Catoosa County youth 
basketball players associated with 
Epps’ “Thunder” teams were denied 
access to county gyms as well.

The allegations included claims 
that Epps was running the separate 
league for his own benefit, dictating 
who could use the gym, publicizing 
the Poplar Springs Gym as “Earl Epps 
Gym,” and that gym property was dam-
aged on his watch. 

The District Attorney’s Office ulti-
mately found no criminal wrongdoing 
on the part of Epps; however, the 
county decided to revamp its policies 
and procedures in attempt to stream-
line how the facilities will be used 
moving forward.

During Tuesday night’s (Sept. 19) 
Board of Commissioners’ meeting, 
Epps again voiced his displeasure 
with the situation and the imposed 
probation.

“Probation is meant to study 
someone’s character or their 
abilities,” Epps said. “I’ve been 
doing this, my role in the county 
volunteering for 20 years probably 

or so. Y’all need to 
evaluate that. I’ve 
watched so many 
criminal actions take 
place at our facilities, 
at our gyms, at our ball 
fields, in our league, 
and I’ve never seen 
our commissioners try 
to come down on any 
parent, any coach, or 
any one of us like this. 

If y’all want to put me on probation, 
what law did I break? They did an 
investigation. ... What county policy 
did I violate? There’s none.”

Epps said what bothers him 
the most were accusations that he 
verbally abused players and used 
racial slurs while coaching.

“I would run 1,000 kids through 
this door that would contradict that 
statement,” Epps said. “That is the 
most ludicrous thing I’ve ever seen 
in my life said about me. It’s just 
disturbing.”  

County Attorney Chad Young says 
the new policies will make sure gym 
usage will be the same for all the 
recreation leagues.

“This resolution to adopt the 
updated policies and procedures 

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

Ringgold officials 
recently discussed 
streaming City Council 
meetings on social 
media using Facebook 
Live.

The possibility was 
a new business agenda 

item during the city’s 

Aug. 28 meeting, and 

Mayor Nick Millwood 

says council members 

had a productive 

discussion about the 

matter during their 

work session. 

“We did have a 

good conversation 

about some of the 
benefits and pitfalls 
of Facebook Live for 
our council meetings,” 
Millwood said. “It was 
brought up that we 
need to look at what 
some of those costs may 
be, as far as archiving 
if there are any kind 
of requirements. ... 

We’ll look and see what 
other cities are doing in 
regards to this.” 

The city already 
streams its City Council 
meetings on its website, 
cityofringgoldga.gov. 
But through Facebook, 
residents could view 
meetings a little 
easier and engage 

in conversation with 
others viewing it. 

Millwood also says 
the city will look at 

the biggest issues 

surrounding the effort, 

the legalities.

“We’ll look at any 

legal issues as far as 

commenting, retention 

of records, that kind of 

stuff,” Millwood said. 

Councilman Larry 

Black says like with 

any endeavor, there 

are pros and cons to be 

considered. 

“We do feel like 

Facebook can be good 

and can be bad,” Black 

said. “Anything we 

do that’s generated 

by government, we’re 

subject to the Georgia 

Open Records Act, so 

we did have a question 

about if we use that 

media from Facebook 
and we record those 
meetings, then how 
do we retain that just 

in case we are served 
with open record 
requests where we have 
to comply with that 

request within a certain 

amount of time period? 

All that entered into 

the legal issues that 

were pointed out. 

We’re not necessarily 

against it, but we feel 

like we need a lot more 

information before 

we commit to doing 

something like that on 

Facebook Live.”

Like Millwood, 

Mayor Pro Tem Terry 

Crawford says he’s 

encouraged by the 

conversation, and likes 

the idea of keeping the 

public as involved as 
they want to be.

“We had a very good 
discussion about this 
in our work session,” 
Crawford said. “Nobody 
is opposed to (the 
public) being able to 
see everything that’s 

going on here, nobody 
is trying to hide or 
anything. We’re already 
televising and sending 
these things out. ... All 

our meetings are open 

to the public, our work 

sessions are open to 

the public, and there 

are legal issues that 

goes with each one of 

these when we do them. 

We do need to know 

exactly where we stand 

on legal issues with 

this. We’ll find out more 

about it.” 

The council could 

vote on the idea as soon 

as its next regularly 
scheduled meeting on 
Monday, Sept. 25.

 “We’re going to 
look at all those things 
and I appreciate the 
conversation we had in 
our work session about 
this,” Millwood said. 
“We’re going to look at 
gathering additional 
information.”

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The Catoosa 
County 
commissioners 
have denied a 
zoning request 
for a new Dollar 
General Store 
on Burning 
Bush Road after 
listening to 
opposition from 
a number of 
residents in that 
community.

The proposed 
site, at the corner 
of Burning 
Bush and Three 
Notch Road, is 
currently zoned 
for C-2, which 
allows for a 
5,000-square-
foot or less commercial 
business. Hibbymo 
Properties LLC, which 
is in negotiations to buy 
the property, requested 
the change to C-1 so it 
could erect a building 
nearly twice that size.

Catoosa County’s 
Planning and Zoning 
Commission denied the 
request 5-0 on Aug. 22, 
and also unanimously 
denied the request for a 
parking space variance 
before the matter came 
before the Board of 
Commissioners on 
Tuesday, Sept. 19.

The project’s 
contractor, Bobby 
Howard, says Hibbymo 
Properties plans to 
purchase two acres 
from a more than four-
and-a-half-acre spot 
at the intersection in 
order to accommodate 
the planned 
9,100-square-foot 
facility.

Howard also said 
the store wouldn’t need 
the five parking spaces 
per 1,000 square feet of 
building, as required in 
the ordinance.

“These Dollar 

General Stores just 
don’t need 45 spaces,” 
Howard said. “They 
don’t generate that 
much traffic, especially 
in a more rural setting 
like this. They (Dollar 
General) have done 
studies, and 30 parking 
spaces works for them 
nationwide. They 
certainly don’t want to 
lose business because 
they don’t have the 
parking.

Howard explained 
that the current 
C-2 zoning allows 
for everything from 
grocery stores to child 
care facilities, bars, 
churches; basically 
any commercial 
establishment up to 
5,000 square feet. He 
says Dollar General 
is simply looking to 
add a nice store to the 
community, just larger 
than the zoning allows.

“You can run 
through the traffic 
studies and a third to a 
half of those uses would 
generate more traffic 
than a Dollar General 
would,” Howard said.

Ringgold considers going live with council meetings on social media

Ringgold Mayor Nick 

Millwood, during a recent 

City Council meeting, 

discusses the possibility 

of streaming meetings 

live on Facebook. 

(Catoosa News photo/

Adam Cook)

Contractor Bobby Howard 

discusses details of the 

proposed Dollar General Store 

during the Catoosa County 

commission meeting Tuesday 

night, Sept. 19. (Catoosa News 

photo/Adam Cook)

Ringgold Youth Sports Association President Earl Epps voices his displeasure 

with the Catoosa County Board of Commissioners Tuesday night, Sept. 19. 

(Catoosa News photo/Adam Cook)
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zoning change request for 

proposed Dollar General Store
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“If y’all want to put me 

on probation, what 

law did I break? They 

did an investigation. ... 

What county policy did 

I violate? There’s none.” 

— Earl Epps, Ringgold 

Youth Sports Association 

president
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