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By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

One year ago, the still very new non-profit, 
LIFT, and the city of Ringgold partnered 
to hold an Earth Day event that brought 
together over 100 people to help clean and 
beautify the city with trash-pickup and 
landscaping projects.

This year, LIFT and other non-profits, 
including TenneSEA, Wild Trails, and Lion-
hearts Fitness, are partnering with Ring-
gold, Fort Oglethorpe and Catoosa County 
for a repeat performance on April 27 they’re 
calling CLEAN CATOOSA.

The public is invited to come out to help 
clean up streets and creeks, plant trees and 

flowers, spread mulch and more. When the 
work is finished, volunteers will gather at 
the Northwest Georgia Amphitheater to 
report on their work, enjoy live music and 
lunch and participate in activities. There will 
be environmental groups at the amphithe-
ater teaching about various types of recy-
cling, composting and watershed projects 
and booths featuring butterfly and honey 
bee experiences, seed-planting activities 
and earth cookie decorating. The Catoosa 
County Library will have a display of envi-
ronmental books, and sponsor organiza-
tions and businesses will be set up to share 
what they do.

CLEAN CATOOSA beautification 
project and celebration April 27

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

A Catoosa County man 
is facing a handful of pri-
vacy invasion charges 
after he allegedly broke 
into a Ringgold resi-
dence and planted moni-
toring equipment, police 
say.

According to the 
Catoosa County Sher-
iff’s Office:

S a m u e l  D a v i d 
Townsend, 32, of 103 
Parkview Drive in Ring-

gold, was 
arrested 
March 7 
on charges 
of first-
d e g r e e 
burglary, 
possession 
or sale of 
an eaves-
dropping 
d e v i c e , 
u n l a w -

ful eavesdropping, and 
Peeping Tom. He has 
been released from jail 
on bond.

The acts Townsend 
is accused of were dis-
covered March 5 when 
a Patty Road resident 
reported suspicious 
sounds coming from 
underneath her home.

When a deputy arrived 
at the home, the victim 
said she was getting out 
of the shower when she 
heard a sound coming 
from the house’s master 
bathroom. The woman 
claimed she initially 
thought a mouse was in 
the home, but that the 
noise got louder almost 
like something was being 
cut.

A family member 
came over to assist the 
victim, at which time 
the duo discovered a 
white truck parked out 
on the street in front of 
the home and that the 
crawl space at the back 
of the house was open, 
reports show.

The victim told Dep-
uty Jonathan Viar that 
a neighbor reported see-
ing the same type truck 
in front of the residence 
weeks earlier.

“The white truck had a 
‘Metro Services’ sign on 
the side of it, which is a 
HVAC business,” Dep-
uty Viar said. “I noticed 
that the duct work in the 
bathroom had been cut.”

Sheriff Gary Sisk said 
Townsend did some work 
at the home in the past, 
and that he planted a 
recording device.

Two days after the 
incident, on March 7, 
Townsend turned himself 
in at the Catoosa County 
Sheriff’s Office and was 
interviewed by the detec-
tive working the case.
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By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

On March 5, Georgia House Bill 324, 
which would “provide for the produc-
tion, manufacturing, and dispensing of 
low THC oil (also known as cannabis 
oil) in this state,” passed the House 
by a vote of 123-40.

It was good news for Dalton resident 
Sheli Gilley. Gilley and her husband started 
their 12-year-old daughter Zoe on cannabis 
oil four years ago to control her seizures.

Zoe suffers from two conditions that 
cause seizures — CDKL5 and Lennox 
Gastaut Syndrome. “Her doctors have 
tried over 20 medications,” says Gil-
ley, “and she was still having up to 100 

seizures a day, some of them lasting 
for seven or eight minutes.”

Gilley says Zoe finally reached the 
point where she was in a perpetual 
seizure, even though she was on four 
medications at once. Then Gilley and 
her husband saw a documentary about 
cannabis oil and decided they had noth-
ing to lose by trying it. Zoe couldn’t do 
anything but lie in bed and she had to 
have regular tests to see if her medica-
tions were damaging her liver.

“When we started her on the cannabis 
oil,” says Gilley, “her doctor started to 
wean her off her other medications and 
we started to see a difference. At first, 
we thought it was just hopeful think-
ing that made us see small improve-

ments, but after two months we started 
to see big changes.”

Zoe is now completely off three of 
her medications and will be off the last 
in another two months. She has gone 
from a coma-like existence, just sleep-
ing and feeding, says her mother, to 
smiling, laughing, crawling, lunging, 
standing on her knees, playing with 
rattles and moving toward someone 
when they call her name.

“It’s like getting to know your child 
for the first time,” says Gilley. “She’s not 
drugged up or having around-the-clock 
seizures, so her personality is coming out 
and you finally get to really meet her.”

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

Catoosa County officials 
last week pitched a much-
needed bridge project on 
Graysville Road as a bargain-
ing chip, hoping to convince 
voters to approve a one-per-
cent transportation tax that 
slated for a March 19 refer-
endum.

On March 12 the Board of 
Commissioners called a spe-
cial meeting and followed it 
up with a news conference 
laying out its plan to remedy 
the traffic and safety issues 
that have existed at the rail-
road crossing at Graysville 
Road for decades.

Essentially, Commission 
Chairman Steven Henry said 
the project could get done in 
the next couple of years, but 
only if the TSPLOST (Trans-
portation Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax) 
passed.

“Without TSPLOST, we 
don’t have the funding to 
do this project,” Henry said 

at the March 12 press con-
ference.

The tax — if it was 
approved Tuesday — will 
bring in approximately $60 
million in revenue over the 
next five-year cycle and is 
supposed to be used for 
transportation-related road-
work. 

The tax would bump the 
county up to an eight-percent 

sales tax that would benefit 
Catoosa County, as well as 
the cities of Fort Oglethorpe 
and Ringgold.

In December, when the 
decision was made to put 
the tax vote on the March 
19 ballot, the county’s three 
local governments agreed to 
a 70/20/10 split of the rev-
enue, which would equate 
respectively to approximately 
$42 million for Catoosa 
County, $12 million for Fort 
Oglethorpe, and $6 million 
for Ringgold.

Dalton mom: Cannabis 
oil saved her daughter

Sheli Gilley says law enforcement has some misconceptions about House Bill 324.

Commissioners pitch overpass for Graysville 
railroad crossing a week before TSPLOST vote

Man arrested 
on Peeping 
Tom, burglary 
charges

Zoe was living in a vegetative state, suffering up to 100 seizures a day, and on four medications. Cannabis oil changed it all for her. / Sheli Gilley

During a special called meeting and subsequent press conference 
Tuesday afternoon, March 12, Catoosa County’s Board of a Com-
missioners proposed a bypass project on Graysville Road at the bridge 
over South Chickamauga Creek and the railroad crossing. / Adam Cook

LATEST UPDATE 

ONLINE ...

For results of Tuesday’s 
vote on the TSPLOST, 
visit our website at 
catoosawalkernews.com.

“
Without TSPLOST, 

we don’t have 

the funding to 

do this project.

Commission Chairman Steven Henry

On April 27, the nonprofit organization LIFT will be partnering 
with the cities of Ringgold and Fort Oglethorpe, as well as 
Catoosa County and other groups, to clean up streets and 
waterways and landscape public spaces and then gather to 
celebrate Earth Day. / Contributed See CLEAN, A9
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