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The Cedartown Farm-
er’s Market has a new 
location and time for 
the 2019 season. Mar-
ket-goers are invited 
to come out to the cor-
ner of Ware and South 
Main Street in Cedar-
town starting in recent 
weeks and continuing 
on Tuesdays from 1 to 
5 p.m. Contact Five Ce-
dars Farm to participate 
at 678-246-1216 to learn 
more about becoming a 
vendor.

RCAC has classes for 
toddlers, children and 
adults at the Rockmart 
Cultural Arts Center in 
drawing, painting, pho-
tography, yoga, chorus, 
piano, whittling, and 
pottery. For more infor-
mation, call 770-684-
2707 or email rcac@
rockmart-ga.gov

Give a child a safe place 
to go after school and 
learn valuable lessons 
about community, life 
and academics by getting 
involved in the Boys & 
Girls Club of Northwest 
Georgia in Cedartown. 
Visit their center at 321 
E. Queen St., Cedartown 
from 2:30 to 6 p.m. on 
weekdays and bring your 
children ages 5-18 for 
afternoon activities. For 
more information on 
how to participate or 
volunteer, call our of-
fice at 770-749-0869 
or email asams@bgc-
nwga.org.

The Rockmart His-
tory Museum on South 

See CALENDAR, A10

By Kevin Myrick
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As the term of Development Au-
thority of Polk County President and 
CEO Missy Kendrick comes to a close, 
she leaves behind a solid foundation 
for whoever is next to take the lead in 
helping business and industry grow 
locally.

Successes marked her three-year 
tenure as head of the DAPC, from 
providing assistance to existing indus-
tries like Meggitt and Kimoto Tech to 
expand their production capabilities, 
to finding a new home for a group like 
the International Union of Operating 
Engineers Local 926’s training facility.

“We’ve made a lot of progress and 
had a lot of successes,” Kendrick said. 
“I want that to continue. I want who-
ever comes behind me to pick up and 

push forward.”
She also added that in her time head-

ing the Development Authority has 
seen renewed cooperation between 
the cities to see good growth 
come out of officials working 
together to bring new busi-
ness partners to the county.

“I feel like to a certain ex-
tent we’ve bridged that gap,” 
Kendrick said.

She also was excited to have 
been a part of the renewal of 
the LEAD Polk program, hav-
ing mentored and directed 
the past two groups of gradu-
ates in 2017 and 2018. Kendrick also 
thanked those she served with on the 
DAPC Board of Directors and the op-
portunity she was given to provide her 
services to the community.

“Our existing industry program, 

and the relationships we built with 
the Development Authority is also 
a real positive for Polk County,” she 
said. “Now our existing industries 

come to us when they need 
assistance.”

She also believes the DAPC 
board will find the perfect fit 
for Polk County once she be-
gins her new role in Rome.

“I know that the momen-
tum that we have now will 
continue,” she said. “That’s 
the only thing that I expect 
to happen.”

Kendrick, who finished out 
her final day on Friday, July 26, heads 
just 30 minutes north to take up her 
new duties as president of the Rome-
Floyd County Development Author-
ity with hopes that her experience in 
Polk provides opportunities for both 

communities.
“I’ll have a relationship with who-

ever comes in, because we’ll be 
neighbors,” Kendrick said. “I look 
forward to strengthening the rela-
tionship between Floyd and Polk 
counties because I believe there 
are some areas where we can work 
together.”

Before her tenure as the DAPC’s 
president and CEO, Kendrick came 
to Polk County having served as the 
executive director for the

Barnesville-Lamar County Indus-
trial Development Authority for 11 
years, and was executive director of 
the Pike County Chamber of Com-
merce and Development Authority 
for almost four years.

Also, she served as chair of the 
Georgia Economic Developers As-
sociation in 2018.

CEO Missy Kendrick finishes out final duties at the DAPC
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The next step in the process of 
trying a man on murder charges 
stemming from a January qua-
druple homicide in Rockmart 
starts this morning as he pres-
ents himself back in court as the 
week gets underway.

The court hearing this morning 
to arraign Daylon Delon Gamble 

will also determine 
whether District 
Attorney Jack 
Browning will seek 
the death penalty 
against the sole 
suspect in the 
shooting deaths 
of four and wound-
ing of a fifth on the 
night of January 
24.

Gamble, arrested in Indianapo-
lis, Indiana after fleeing from two 
different murder scenes in Rock-
mart, is accused of killing Helen 
Rose Mitchell, 48, and Jaequnn 
Davis, 19, both of 503 Williamson 
St., and of Arkeyla Perry, 24, and 
Dadrian Cummings, 26, both at 
319 Rome St. in Rockmart.

In an April court proceeding, 
attorneys for Gamble sought to 
have the arrest warrants against 
him dismissed to no avail before 
Tallapoosa Circuit Superior Court 
Chief Judge Meng Lim.

Lim ruled at the time there 
was probable cause in issuing the 
warrants and enough evidence to 
proceed in the case. That hearing 
included some of the state’s case 
against Gamble provided by GBI 
Special Agent Amanda Carter.

She testified at the time that 
prior to the shootings, Gamble 
was hanging out with Cummings 
and Perry along with witnesses 
up until 7:44 p.m. Cummings’ 
cousin, Deandre Cummings, was 
the last to see the two alive after 
he left to go get milk for his kids, 
according to Carter.

Carter also testified at the time 
that all five of the shooting vic-
tims including the sole survi-
vor Peerless Brown were shot 
in the head.

Witnesses in the case said Gam-
ble was believed to be under the 
influence of alcohol and drugs 
at the time of the crime, Carter 
told the court.

Brown was interviewed twice 
by investigators, including a ses-
sion with Carter and Rockmart 
police detectives. He was able to 
identify Gamble and knew him 
very well — the accused shooter 
used to babysit him as a child.

A gag order was placed on those 
involved in the case by Lim. Court 
proceedings are expected to get 
underway and move through the 
docket this morning.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

Drivers on Prospect Road near the 
convenience center have probably passed 
the trio of headstones that sit near the 
road many a time and haven’t given 
much thought as to why the family was 
buried in that particular spot.

Those particular graves are the fi-
nal resting spot of William Freeman 
and his family, who were buried at the 
Cotton Hill Cemetery in Aragon in the 
years before and after the establishment 
of Shady Grove Methodist Episcopal 
Church that later moved. They are 
just a few of the more than 180 graves 
found within the cemetery that at one 
point in recent months was a swampy, 
thick wooded mess.

Now volunteers are collaborating to 
not only preserve what is left of Cot-
ton Hill Cemetery, but also to save the 
rich history the final resting places of 
African Americans from Polk County 
contain as well.

The effort began during the winter 
when J.R. Forsyth took up efforts to be-
gin cleaning up around the headstones 
for Freeman and his family.

He decided earlier in the year to cut 
down the grass, and as he began to ex-
plore the land he became curious as to 
what all was being hidden by the thick 
undergrowth of consecrated ground 
that was reclaimed by woods and water.

“All of this was a swamp,” Forsyth 
said. “I thought it was kind of bad for 
the graves to be in that shape. I brought 
my weed eater down here and my scythe 
and got around those first headstones. 
After I did that a few times, I thought 
maybe I should try and get in touch 
with whoever owns the land.”

Staff reports

The time has come for 
parents to make sure the 
backpacks are loaded up 
with supplies and to drop 
off their children on time for 
the first day back to class-
rooms in the Polk School 
District.

Friday is the day that stu-
dents come back to cam-
puses around the district 
for the opening of the 2019-
2020 school year, and no 
major changes are expected 
for the coming start of the 
year when they return for 
the August 2 start.

Superintendent Laurie 
Atkins said the district is 
ready, and are expecting a 

routine return to business 
this week.

“Even with the construc-
tion at Cedartown High 
School, things are going 
great,” Atkins said. “The 
crane work at the high 
school will be completed 
and moved so as to not 
impede parking.”

Starting on Wednesday, 
July 31, schools will begin 
hosting their annual open 
house evenings for stu-
dents and parents to get a 
jump on opening day and 
receive information they 
might need ahead of Fri-
day morning.

Cedartown and Rock-
mart Middle Schools host 
their open house Wednes-

day from 4 to 6 p.m., with 
Cedartown Middle host-
ing a special session for 
sixth graders only from 3 
to 5 p.m. That will allow 
them the opportunity to 
get acquainted with the 
building layout before they 
begin classes this week.

On Thursday evening, 
August 1, local elementary 
schools across the county 
open their doors to par-
ents and students from 2 
to 4 p.m. to learn where 
their classes are and meet 
their teachers.

Seniors at Cedartown and 
Rockmart High School are 
also expected to report to 
their open house session 
from 2 to 3 p.m., followed 

by the freshmen through 
juniors from 4 to 6 p.m.

Those who are coming 
back for the start of the 
school year will need to 
ensure they have checked 
out school supply lists pro-
vided by the district — es-
pecially at the elementary 
school level — and have 
updated vaccination re-
cords on hand.

Middle and High School 
level supply lists will be 
made available based on 
each teacher’s requirements 
for subjects during the Open 
House sessions coming up 
Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings.

Students back in class on Friday
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Clearing of trees goes one split piece at a time into the back of a truck at Cotton Hill Cemetery, where preservation 
efforts are underway thanks to the help of volunteers.
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See PSD, A6

Volunteers working 
to preserve cemetery
Cotton Hill Cemetery being cleaned up through local efforts 
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The graves of William Freeman and his family sparked an interest by an 
Aragon man to help preserve Cotton Hill Cemetery on Prospect Road. Volun-
teers raised a flagpole on the site to honor Freeman’s service late in the 
Civil War for the U.S. Cavalry.

See CEMETERY, A6


