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Old school buildings on    

Everett Springs Road live 

on as a residence

News/A2

Calhoun Board of Educa-

tion recognizes school       

resource officers 
 

News/A9

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Spen-

cer Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter them. 

Also, be sure to include the name of 

the student, their grade and the 

school they attend.

City, county pass PILOT agreement

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

City and county elected officials 
have approved a payment in lieu of 
taxes agreement with Dews Pond 
LLC concerning the construction 
of a Food City supermarket at the 

intersection of Dews Pond Road 
and Lovers Lane Road.

The agreement includes an $11 
million investment by the Develop-
ment of Authority of Gordon County 
in the form of industrial revenue 
bonds to Dews Pond LLC, which 
is an “entity created by the devel-
oper working with Food City out of 
Tennessee,” according to a memo 
from attorney William Thompson 
to city and county officials. It also 
comes with a five-year graded tax 
abatement schedule, in which the 
company will pay no local taxes the 

first two years, 50 percent the next 
two years and 75 percent the final 
year, according to the agreement.

Kathy Johnson, the president of 
the Development Authority, said 
typically the authority only focuses 
on industrial development, but this 
will be its first commercial proj-
ect. In moving forward with the 
project, the Development Author-
ity laid out a specific set of crite-
ria that must be met to be eligible 
for financing through the author-
ity, she explained. These require-
ments included job creation, wages 

and infrastructure. The project is 
expected to create a total of 160 
jobs — 50 of them full-time — and 
include at least $500,000 in infra-
structure improvements.

In addition to the construction 
of Food City, the project also will 
bring a fuel center and two out-
parcels for potential commercial 
development. The supermarket 
chain originates from Tennessee 
and has expanded into Virginia 
and West Virginia, while recently 

 ♦ The agreement is for the 
construction of a Food City 
supermarket at Dews Pond 
Road and Lovers Lane Road. 

United Way 
names new 
executive 
director 

 ♦ Dalton native 
Jennifer Latour is 
planning to build on the 
work of Vickie Spence. 

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

Jennifer Latour has always 
set her sights on working for a 
nonprofit, so when she saw a 
news release announcing the 
retirement of Vickie Spence as 
the executive director of United 
Way of Gordon 
County earlier 
this year, she 
decided to apply. 
And on April 15, 
Latour started in 
her new role.

A  D a l t o n 
native, Latour 
graduated from 
Southeast Whit-
field High School 
in 2009 before moving on to 
Dalton State University, where 
she earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in English literature. 
Following an internship with 
the United Way of Northwest 
Georgia in Dalton while still 
in school, she was hired as a 
volunteer coordinator for the 
organization. Later in her three-
year stint with United Way, she 
ventured into the marketing 
side of things.

“I’ve always had a passion 
for what United Way does 
because I’ve seen firsthand 
that the funding goes exactly 
where it’s supposed to go,” she 
said. “It just called me back.”

The opening in Gordon 
County called Latour back from 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

While teaching elementary-aged children 
might be considered by some as challenging, 
Red Bud Elementary teacher Kelly Pendley 

chooses to look at her job as a project. In her 
perspective, if a student isn’t learning well, 
she’s not doing her job well.

Pendley started her career with Gordon 
County Schools as a bus driver and special 
education paraprofessional before completing 
her teaching degree from Reinhardt Univer-
sity. And teaching both exceptional students 
and gifted students in third grade, Pendley 
is always changing her approach to teaching 
with one significant constant – the student 
is always the priority.

When curriculum isn’t making sense to 
a student, she alters her teaching approach 
to fit the needs of each individual without 

Preparing lifelong learners
 ♦ From bus driver to special 

education teacher, Kelly Pendley is 
always an educator with a purpose.

Contributed

Kelly Pendley engages her students and works to make every child 
understand the material through their various learning styles.

Editor’s Note
This is the final part of a series dedicated 

to the Gordon County Schools’ Teacher of 
the Year three finalists: Nikki Hampton, 
Jayme Crowley and Kelly Pendley.

See LEARNERS, A10

Earth Day at Calhoun Elementary School

Alexis Draut

Above: Angie Gravitt teaches third-graders how to loosen 
the soil and plant tomato seedlings in the raised beds 
outside her classroom in honor of Earth Day. Left: Angie 
Gravitt, middle, stands with fourth-graders Maggie Parker, 
from left, Louisa Engel, Hudson Chadwick and Romeo 
Martinez in front of the flowers they just planted during 
Earth Day activities. When reflecting on the day, Parker said, 
“We planted plants to see how it works because without 
plants and trees we wouldn’t have oxygen.”

Right: Erjon Prenku, Will Hall and Louie Deleon carry 
bags of potting soil to raised beds to help classmates plant 
tomato, watermelon and pepper plants. See more photos  
and read about Earth Day at Calhoun on page A8See DIRECTOR, A10

Jennifer 

Latour

See PILOT, A8


