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Anyone who is a member 
of the homeschooling 
community but also 
wants to take part in 4-H 
can stop by Camp Antioch 
this afternoon at 1 p.m. to 
see how their students 9 
and up can take part in 
the organization and its 
programs. Ricky Ensley, 
Polk County Extension 
Agent, along with 4-H 
Program Assistants will be 
sharing information about 
how homeschoolers can 
take advantage of all the 
opportunities that the club 
has to offer.  Camp Antioch 
hopes to host a 4-H Club 
for these students to be 
part of in the very near 
future, as well offering a 
welcome and meeting space 
to all 4-H groups as part 
of their student outreach. 
Contact 770-749-2242 for 
more information about 
4-H programs.

Ferst Readers of Polk 
County will hold its annual 
Afternoon with the Authors 
on Sunday, Feb. 24 from 2 
to 4 p.m. at In The Woods 
in Rockmart. We welcome 
donations throughout the 
year to fund the over 1,100 
children in Polk County who 
receive free books each 
month. Ferst Readers is 
dedicated to early childhood 
literacy, mailing books to 
children ages birth to their 
fifth birthday. 

On Saturday, March 2, 
2019 at 9 a.m., the Polk 
County Republican Party 
will convene Precinct Mass 
Meetings to elect Delegates 
and Alternates to the Polk 
County Republican Party 
Convention at the Cherokee 
Country Club, 150 Club 
Drive in Cedartown. 

See CALENDAR, A10

By Lorene Parker
lorenemp@gmail.com

Volunteers and guests gathered 
for an unforgettable prom night 
experience this past Friday night, 
where the red carpet was rolled out 
for attendees at the annual “Night to 
Shine” prom held at Second Baptist 
Church of Cedartown.  

Created and sponsored by the 
Tim Tebow Foundation, the 2019 
event was hosted in 655 churches 
worldwide to celebrate over 100,000 
individuals over the age of 14 who 
have special needs.  Events all over 
the world were hosted on the same 
night of February 8. 

The local event has been put on 
by New Hope Fellowship Church in 
Cedartown for the past four years, 
giving attendees a chance to walk 
in the spotlight.

Volunteers welcomed the guests 
into the building before they were 
then introduced to their “Buddy,” 
or date, for the night.

Each Buddy escorted their guest 

to numerous rooms filled with royal 
treatment and entertainment. 

The guests all received preparation 
for the dance, including hair styling, 
makeup, and shoe shines, and were 
presented with a crown or tiara 
before walking down the red carpet 
to the fun-filled night of events. 

Entertainment was offered 
aside from the dance floor and DJ, 
including limo and party bus rides, a 
magic show, a clown, arts and crafts, 
karaoke, and a room full of dogs.  

All guests and their dates were 
also professionally photographed 
in order to have a keepsake from 
the event. 

Rockmart High School student 
L.J. Pace was one of many who 
volunteered as a Buddy. 

 “Being able to make someone’s 
royal dream a reality is amazing,” 
Pace said.

“Seeing an event where the most 
underserved people are being served 
is heartwarming,” Pace added. 
“The smiles, hugs, and kisses are 
evidence that you have given the 

guest one of the greatest nights of 
their life. I was able to make a special 
connection with my Buddy through 
sign language. I believe I’ve made 
a lifelong friend.”

Many volunteers were needed to 
make the large event a success for 
the number of guests. 

“Tonight was the largest event 
we’ve had,” assistant director Ronni 
Heard said. 

She added that the Feb. 8 event 
hosted approximately 140 guests and 
550 volunteers inside the Cedartown 
church. 

Within the large group of 
volunteers, many committees are 
formed in order to make sure all 
roles and responsibilities are taken 
care of. 

Rockmart and Cedartown High 
School teacher Brigitte Tillery has 
the position of “Buddy Coordinator,” 
and works to ensure each guest is 
perfectly matched with a volunteer 
Buddy.

The Royal Treatment
Annual “Night to Shine” prom held on Feb. 8 

where volunteer Buddies build lifelong friendships 

Gamble 
returned 
to Polk 
to face 
murder 
charges

A Super order for Cedarstream

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.
net

The man accused of a 
double shooting, double 

homicide in 
Rockmart was 
brought back 
to Polk County 
to face his day 
in court and 
wil l  remain 
in custody. 

D a y l o n 
D e l o n 
Gamble, 27, 
was booked 
into the Polk 
County Jail 

at 5:45 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 7, after a long trip 
back to Georgia from Indiana. 
P o l k  C o u n t y  S h e r i f f ’ s 
deputies transported the 
fugitive after Gamble signed 
off on extradition after his 
capture in Indianapolis by 
federal and Indianapolis 
Metropolitan Police. 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@
polkstandardjournal.net

The Super Bowl has 
come and gone, and as 
people packed up and 
headed out from Atlanta 
the following Monday 
morning from Hartsfield-
Jackson International 
Airport with smiles on 
their faces if they were 
Patriots fans, and maybe 
not so happy if they liked 
the Rams.

As they passed by the 
gift shops the opportunity 
was there for the fans to 
leave with a memento not 
just of the big game, but 
of Cedartown as well. 

Cedarstream cranked up 

their presses around 11:30 
p.m. on Sunday night, 
Feb. 3 to complete the 

order for the first batch 
of New England Patriots 
t-shirts for sale today in 

the airport, and more are 
to come in the aftermath 
of the 13-3 win over the 
Los Angeles Rams. 

Jamie Morris, co-owner 
of the company with his 
wife Darcy, said they’d 
already completed an 
order over the past two 
weeks to ensure fans 
could buy t-shirts on 
game day at Mercedes 
Benz Stadium in Atlanta 
during the Super Bowl 
showdown. Those shirts 
featured both the Rams 
and the Patriots. 

He said the work was 
just one of many big jobs 
coming for Cedarstream, 
who completed their move 
during recent weeks from 
their former home on 
Main Street in downtown 
Cedartown to their new 
spacious home in the 
city’s Northside Industrial 
Park off of the Highway 
27 bypass. 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

A cold case from city hall was solved 
as the longtime career of Rockmart 
Police Chief Keith Sorrells came to 
a close as February got underway. 

Rockmart’s Stacey Smith, the head 
of Community Development, gave 
out the details during a retirement 
party for the now former Chief of a 
long lost cooler that went missing 
for years from a community event 
many years before. 

“For years he has falsely accused 
me of taking the cooler,” Smith joked. 

An “investigation” into the missing 

cooler wrapped up with it being 
delivered back to its rightful owner 
on Feb. 5, and the city provided 
another new cooler for his golden 
years to come as Sorrells called it 
quits. They also gave him and his 
wife money for a trip to enjoy now 
that he’s able to without interruption. 

His official duties ended just as 
the party honoring his long service 
to the community got underway as 
city hall closed at 5 p.m. 

Sorrells offered up thanks to those 
who provided him with their well 
wishes and honors.

Sorrells celebrated as long career in law enforcement closes
After returning a 

long lost cooler, city 
officials presented 
retired Police Chief 

Keith Sorrells with a 
newer model as 

well during a party 
honoring his long 

service in law 
enforcement on 

Tuesday, February 
5.

♦
Kevin Myrick 

Federal grant 
of $3 million 
coming to PSD
By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

Money is coming to local 
schools thanks to the Polk 
County School Board accepting 
over $3 million from numerous 
federal grants. 

While the money is just 
a portion of the district’s 
operating income, federal 
grants do remain an important 
part of improving and running 
Polk School District, and this 
most recent round of grants has 
been pledged towards various 
programs like teacher training 
and English as a Second 
Language classes.

“When we talk about our 
resources, we have local funds, 
state funds, we have federal 
grants and we need to make 
sure we have an approval- that 
we’re willing to accept these 
grants,” Superintendent Laurie 
Atkins said. “And looking at 
the amounts up here, I have no 
idea why we would not accept 
these federal grants because it 
really helps us in supporting 
of our educational quality and 
instructional programs.”

The Title I, Part A Grant, 
awarded to schools with high 
numbers of students from 
low-income families, alone is 
offering a sum of more than 
$2.5 million to Polk School 
District to help ensure all 
children meet the state-set 
standards. 
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 ♦  Cedartown 
printing company 
puts out rush order 
for Super Bowl LIII 
Champ shirts

Cedarstream printed a super t-shirt order for New England 
Patriots fans who want a memento of their 2019 champi-
onship team as they leave Atlanta. These shirts were 
destined for Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport over-
night Sunday. / Kevin Myrick

Rockmart High School student LJ Pace “sings” a slow song to his date by using American Sign Language during the 
2019 “Night to Shine” at Second Baptist Church in Cedartown. / Lorene Parker


