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SPORTS: Ridgeland shooters win at home >> B1
♦ ♦ ♦

7513 Nashville St., 
Ringgold, Ga. ♦ 
706-935-2621

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Over the Thanksgiving holiday, Colton Moore 
spent four days in Montana helping to auction 
off hundreds of pieces of heavy construction 
equipment. On January 9, he’ll be in Atlanta 
taking the oath of office to serve as state sena-
tor for District 53.

Immediately after being sworn in, Moore 
plans to start filing legislation in hopes of mak-
ing some changes. Is he nervous? “Anybody 
doing this gets some butterflies in their stom-
ach,” he says.

Moore has been studying up, meeting people 

and attending conferences, like 
a recent one in Texas where he 
spoke to a legislator about immi-
gration problems. “It used to be 
the cartels would charge people 
$2,500 each to get them here,” he 
says. “Now it’s thousands more 
that the people don’t have, so 
they basically become indentured 
servants.”

Moore says the legislator told him that 
cartel members make arrangements with 
restaurants and other businesses ahead of 
time to provide them with employees, then 
they act as enforcers to make sure the illegal 

employees stay on the job and pay them back 
while being paid substandard wages.

Sen.-elect Moore outlines his early legislative goals

From staff reports

A Walker County man con-
victed of trying to cast some-
one else’s absentee ballot 
was sentenced to 25 years 
— with a minimum of 15 
behind bars.

“This prosecution, along 
with the stiff prison sen-

tence,  wil l 
hopefully send 
a clear mes-
sage that we 
do not tolerate 
voter fraud in 
the Lookout 
Mountain Ju-
dicial Circuit,” 
District Attor-
ney Chris A. 
Arnt said in a 

release Monday, Nov. 28.
William Clifford Chase, 

62, was found guilty Nov. 16 
in Walker County Superior 
Court of first-degree forgery, 
illegal acts regarding elec-
tion documents, unlawful 

acts regarding 
elector’s vote 
and repeat vot-
ing in the same 
election.

Arnt said it 
took the jury 
less than an 
hour of de-
liberations to 
convict Chase, 
who already 
had several 

felony convictions ranging 
from forgery and fraud to 
stealing public documents 
and impersonating an officer.

Chief Judge Kristina Gra-
ham sentenced him follow-

ing the two-
day trial.

The inci-
dent started 
when a Walker 
County resi-
dent’s absen-
tee ballot for 
the January 
2021 runoff 
election was 
sent by mis-

take to an old address, a PO 
Box in LaFayette.

When her ballot never ar-
rived but her husband’s did, 
she called the Walker County 
Elections Office. They dis-
covered they had received, 
but had not yet counted, an 
absentee ballot that appeared 
to have her signature on the 
Oath of Elector section.

The resident went to the 
elections office to view the 
ballot and immediately no-
ticed it was not her signature. 
The forged ballot was can-
celed and a new one sent to 
her current address.

The elections office se-
cured the suspect ballot and 
contacted the Secretary of 
State’s Office. Investigator 
Paul Cain was assigned to 

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

About a year ago, Pam Catherman 
packed up and moved from Roches-
ter, N.Y., to Ringgold, Ga., to be close 
to her daughter and grandchildren.

Shortly after relocating, Pam, and 
her daughter Jamie Huggins, were 
looking to go into business together. 
“We looked at a lot of options,” says 
Catherman. “Then we saw that Ring-
gold Florist was for sale.”

The owner of the florist wasn’t 
searching for just any buyer. She 
wanted someone who would carry on 
the traditions of the business and be 
part of the community. It was a per-
fect fit for Catherman and Huggins.

Catherman knew she wanted to 
sell Christmas trees, but she had no 
space for it. “Ringgold has a wonder-
ful Christmas spirit and festivities 
throughout December. I wanted to 
add to that.”

Fortunately, the city had some land 
next to the florist shop. Catherman 
made arrangements to lease the land 
for what she calls her chunky trees. 
“They’re very full trees,” she says.

The trees range from five to eight 
feet tall and from $45 to $150. “I en-
vision people coming to downtown 
Ringgold for shopping and events 
and wrapping up the day with buy-
ing their Christmas tree to take home 
and decorate,” Catherman says.

Christmas trees make up just one 
part of what Catherman loves about 
becoming a florist. “I grew up on a 
farm picking apples and cherries and 
running a farm stand. Then I got a 
‘real’ job in accounting and worked 
for a long time as a business man-
ager. Now I’m back to working with 
plants and people.”

“I love my employees and my cus-
tomers,” Catherman says. “We make 
a lot of flower arrangements for fu-
nerals or as gestures of sympathy. I 
try to make it as easy as possible for 
people during the hardest parts of 
their lives. I’ve been there, so I un-
derstand.”

The entire floral business is more 
personal than many. Catherman 
orders her flowers not online but in 
person or by telephone from local 
wholesalers who import from places 
like Canada and South America. She 
says that 75 percent of the design of 
arrangements is “designer’s choice.”

“I’ve never had a complaint about 
an arrangement,” says Catherman. 
“We talk with people about what they 

want, what colors they’d like, and 
we create something they can love.”

In addition to floral arrangements 
for every occasion from birthdays 
to weddings, proms, anniversaries, 
Valentine’s Day and beyond, Ring-
gold Florist sells Christmas and oth-
er wreaths, including theme-based 
wreaths, home décor, plants and 
planters, stuffed animals, candles, 
mugs and a whole lot more.

400 BALSAM FIRS AT 
RINGGOLD FLORIST

LaFayette 
man gets 
25 years 
for voter 
fraud

Ringgold Florist

People can buy real balsam fir Christmas trees at Ringgold Florist.

Ringgold Florist

Ringgold Florist has stocked 400 balsam fir Christmas trees this year.

Colton 
Moore

SENATE DISTRICT 53

Colton Moore, a Republican from Trenton, will 
take office in January as the senator representing 
District 53, which includes all of Catoosa, Walker, 
Chattooga and Dade counties, and a portion of 
Floyd County. The current District 53 senator, Jeff 
Mullis, is a Republican from Chickamauga and is 
retiring at the end of this term.

William 
Clifford 
Chase

Ringgold Florist

Ringgold Florist has new owners: Pam 
Catherman and Jamie Higgins.

CHRISTMAS TREES AT 

RINGGOLD FLORIST

What: 400 balsam fir Christmas 
Trees
Where: Ringgold Florist, 124 
Cleveland St., Ringgold
Cost: $45-$150 for trees 5 feet to 
8 feet tall
Hours for tree lot: Sunday through 
Friday from noon to 7 p.m. and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Phone: 706-965-2384
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