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Cole Wilcox leads 

the Catoosa-Walker 

County Baseball 

Dream Team. 
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CHI Memorial-Parkway (formerly Hutcheson on the Parkway) at 4750 Battlefield Parkway in Ringgold has 

become home to CHI Memorial Family Practice Associates-Ringgold, CHI Memorial Pediatric Diagnostic 

Associates, and The Chattanooga Heart Institute. Soon Rees Skillern Cancer Institute-Parkway will occupy 

the former Fuller Cancer Center there.

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

The Freedom From 
Religion Foundation has made 
its displeasure with Catoosa 

County Schools known again.

“A concerned parent 

has reported that the 2018 

Ringgold High School 

graduation ceremony, which 
took place at the school on 
Friday, May 25, began with 
a prayer,” reads the June 
22 letter from FFRF lawyer 

Christopher Line.

“We’ve written to you 

regarding constitutional 

violations occurring 

in CCPS several times 

over the past couple of 

years without receiving 

a response,” Line wrote 

in his letter, “including 
a July 21, 2017 letter 
regarding a religious 
fundraiser and crosses 
and a September 29, 2017 
letter regarding a religious 

club at Ringgold 
Elementary School.”

The letter goes on to 

cite several past court 

decisions that support 

FFRF’s stance and 

says that by scheduling 

prayers at graduation, 

“the District abridges 

its duty” to remain 
neutral and “alienates 
the 38% of younger 

Americans who are not 
religious.”

FFRF, which is a non-

profit organization based in 

Madison, Wisc., maintains 

that “government prayers” 

are not only unconstitutional 

but “unnecessary, ineffective, 

embarrassing, exclusionary, 

divisive or just plain silly.”

Catoosa County Schools 

Superintendent Denia Reese 

says the school system’s 
attorney is looking into the 
matter.

Freedom From Religion Foundation lodges another complaint against school system

Denia

Reese

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Since assuming 
management of the 
former Hutcheson/
Cornerstone hospital’s 
facilities last December, 
CHI Memorial 
ceaselessly has worked 
toward revitalizing 
Northwest Georgia’s 
regional hospital.

The main campus 
in Fort Oglethorpe 
has maintained fully-
supported emergency 

room services, 

upgraded the facility 

and soon should reopen 

its surgery center.

Standalone clinics in 

Trenton, Chickamauga 

and LaFayette have 

become “go to” 

providers for primary 
care in their respective 
municipalities.

CHI Memorial-
Parkway (formerly 
Hutcheson on the 
Parkway) has become 
home to CHI Memorial 
Family Practice 
Associates-Ringgold, 
CHI Memorial Pediatric 
Diagnostic Associates 
and The Chattanooga 

Heart Institute.
Now another chapter 

in the story of CHI-
Memorial moving into 
Northwest Georgia is 
being written.

On Monday, June 25, 
Georgia’s Department 
of Community Health 
announced its approval 
of CHI Memorial 
Hospital Georgia’s 
certificate of need 
application to provide 
full-service 
cancer 
services 

with new 

equipment 

at CHI 

Memorial-

Parkway in 

Ringgold.

The 

next day, 

physicians 

and 
politicians 
— as well 
as CHI 
employees 
and administrators, 
along with members of 
the public — gathered 
to celebrate being 
approved to operate the 
former Fuller Cancer 

Center and describe 
how it benefits the 
community.

“It was obvious 
from the beginning 
that there was a need,” 
said Larry Schumacher, 
CHI Memorial CEO and 
senior vice president of 
operations, Southeast 

Division, 
Catholic 

Health 

Initiatives.

Provid-

ing full-

service 

cancer 

care is 

part of the 

initiative 

CHI 
Memorial 
began 
several 
years 
ago to 

expand the availability 
of quality healthcare. 
That process began 
several years ago when 
a federal judge allowed 
the sale of bankrupt 

Hutcheson Medical 
Center’s clinics to 
local governments who 
in turn leased those 
facilities and their 
management to CHI.

That process 
advanced with the 
acquisition of the 
Fort Oglethorpe and 
Ringgold campuses.

“Our mission 
is to extend the 
healing ministry of 
Jesus Christ,” said 
Andrew McGill, senior 
vice president of 
strategy and business 
development for CHI. 
“Each and every 
day, we care for each 
individual.”

Catoosa County 

Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Steven Henry 

recalled how when he 

was 18 — 28 years ago — 

he and his brother were 

tasked with ferrying 

their father, who died of 

cancer, back and forth 

to Chattanooga for his 

treatment.

“Our goal, mine and 
all the commissioners, 
is to get quality health 
care back in Catoosa 
County and all of North 
Georgia,” he said.

Now, as June draws 
to a close, it seems 
that the Rees Skillern 
Cancer Institute-

If you support 

CHI Memorial 

providing full-

service cancer care 

at CHI Memorial-

Parkway, visit 

CHIMemorialNOW.

org to sign an online 

petition that supports 

opening this cancer 

care center without 

delays.

CHI Memorial is upgrading 

and reopening Parkway 

facility in Ringgold.

Full-service cancer care 

returns to NW Georgia

Larry

Schumacher

Dr. Ted

Arrowsmith
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By Jon Suggs
Georgia.gov

The legislative 
session is over and done, 
and all that’s left to do is 
obey the new laws, most 
of which took effect July 
1.

While many of this 
year’s new laws will have 
little or minor impact 
on Georgians’ day-to-day 
lives, there is one big act 
that could have a drastic 
effect on highway safety.

Hands-free Georgia 
Act

As of July 1, it was 
illegal to hold a phone 
while driving.

The Governor’s 
Office of Highway 
Safety’s website has full 
details and answers 
to frequently asked 
questions about the new 
law, but the gist is:

Don’t hold your 
phone while driving

For purposes of the 
law, driving is defined as 
any time the vehicle is 
not lawfully parked. So, 
no checking Facebook 
while stopped at a red 
light or watching cat 
videos while stuck in 
traffic.

More specifically, if 
you are using the phone:

As a phone, use voice 
commands to initiate 
and end calls. The law 
allows you to interact 
with your phone using 
speakerphone, earpiece, 
wireless headphones, or 
an electronic watch.

As a navigational 
device, attach with a 
mount.

For texting, use voice-
to-text and text-to-voice 
features to compose and 
listen to text messages.

To listen to music, 
set the music (or music 
service) to run before 
starting your vehicle, 
then leave it in a mount, 
console, or other storage 
area while running.

Ultimately, the aim 
of the Hands-Free 

Hands-Free

Law and

others now

in effect


