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The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 
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Celebrating 50 Years!
Thank you Calhoun for 50 years in 
business! Come celebrate with us! 

February 25 

$0.10 ICE CREAM CONES706-629-9522

Hwy. 53 E/SE , Calhoun, GA

Fireworks 

at 7:30 PM

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

“We’re running out of landfill 
space. At which point do you con-
taminate all of the ground?” Cal-
houn Middle School teacher Donny 
Robertson asked. “At what point do 

we say enough’s enough?”
Robertson, who teaches an elec-

tive called “Going Green” among 
other science courses, is involved 
in establishing a Calhoun-Gordon 
County affiliate of Keep America/
Georgia Beautiful. Along with other 
locals, he’s been working on raising 
awareness, changing the mindset of 
the local community towards sus-
tainability and beautification. And 
he’s also the new club’s president.

“I was asked if I was willing to be 
the president, and sure I’m willing 
but I’m just going to do what I have 
to do,” Robertson said, adding that 
he doesn’t want to sit on the side-

lines. “There’s a need to get things 
off the ground and going.”

As someone who’s become tired of 
finding and picking up excess litter 
on his street, Robertson wants to 
make a change. And he personally 
believes that recycling and keeping 
the community beautiful has noth-
ing to do with politics, though he’s 
had some call him a “left-winged 
liberal.”

According to him, doing the right 
thing shouldn’t be restrained to polit-
ical parties.

“I couldn’t care less if you’re a 
Democrat or a Republican or what-
ever,” he said. “If it’s the right thing 

to do, it’s the right thing to do. (Recy-
cling) shouldn’t be tied to politics 
at all whatsoever.”

Currently, the KCGB president 
is educating his middle school stu-
dents on the importance of recy-
cling, diverting waste away from 
landfills and how large scale changes 
start with small steps.

To be officially affiliated with KAB/
KGB, the Keep Calhoun-Gordon Beauti-
ful group needs to host a certain amount 
of events that would encompass the 
three focus areas of litter reduction, 
recycling and beautification. 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Two children with special needs were 
presented with customized bikes on 
Valentine’s Day at Advance for Kids, 
where they were able to immediately 
start riding as friends, family and their 
AFK physical therapists watched on.

When 10-year-old Zachary Cagles, 
a student at W.L. Swain Elementary, 
was given his new Freedom Concepts 
custom-made bike on Thursday, his 
mom helped strap him in and ride 
around the parking lot. The bike was 
set up with “direct drive,” according to 
Freedom Concepts employee Jaydene 
Lowe, meaning as long as the bike is 
moving, the pedals will also be moving, 
which Lowe said teaches the children 
about what it takes to propel the bike.

Lowe, who is the southeast territory 
manager, said while the process of get-
ting these bikes to the families is a bit 

convoluted, she always likes to be able to 
present the custom bikes to recipients.

“The bikes are not typically funded 
by traditional medical insurance so we 

partner with nonprofits to help families 
pay for them,” Lowe said, explaining 

Children with special needs 
receive custom bikes

Bargain Hunt 
partners with 
W.L. Swain 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

On Friday morning, com-
plimentary Dunkin’ Donuts 
coffee and doughtnuts were 
provided for the growing line 
of customers waiting for the 
new Bargain Hunt to officially 
open its doors. 

Yet, prior to opening, the 
Gordon County Chamber of 
Commerce performed a cer-
emonial ribbon cutting to wel-
come the new staff team, and 
Bargain Hunt staff in return 
offered a hand of support to 
the community.

“We thank you for joining the 
Chamber, and if there’s any-
thing we can do for you, just 
let us know,” said Chamber 
Chairman Paul Worley to the 
Bargain Hunt staff and others 
from the chamber who attended 
the ceremony.

Those present included the 
Chamber’s Ambassador Com-
mittee, Chamber President 
Kathy Johnson and Mayor 
Jimmy Palmer.

“What Jeremy’s done with 
these four buildings is really 
nice, it’s a nice addition to our 
community and I’m sure the 
store’s going to do really well,” 
said Palmer in reference to Jer-
emy Rosenthall, the manag-
ing director at M & P Shop-
ping Centers (the company 
that owns the shopping com-
plex on W.C. Bryant Parkway). 
“We are certainly proud to have 
you here.”

As a part of the ribbon cut-
ting ceremony, not only did 
the Chamber welcome the new 
staff team, but Bargain Hunt 
employees also offered some-
thing back to the community 
they were about to join.

District Leader Dee Dee Qui-
nones shared how the retail 
chain “loves to give back to the 
community” and that it was 
important to build connections. 

Keep America Beautiful comes to Calhoun
 ♦  Keep Calhoun-Gordon 

Beautiful is established 
through the hard work of 
locals interested in creating 
a more sustainable 
community.

 ♦  Prior to grand 
opening, Bargain Hunt 
gives away two checks 
to express support of 
the Calhoun-Gordon 
County community.

 ♦  Specially-made bikes for 2 
Calhoun children with special 
needs are presented to them 
and their families as a 
Valentine’s Day present.

See BEAUTIFUL, A12

See BARGAIN, A14
See GIVEAWAY, A14

Advance for Kids physical therapists, family members and friends of the two bike recipients - Zachary Cagle and 
Isabelle Funes - smile for the camera after both of the children get to spend time riding their new custom bikes from 
Freedom Concepts� / Alexis Draut

Zachary Cagle, 10, who was just given a custom bike by Freedom Concepts, 
celebrates by riding around the parking lot at Advance for Kids� / Alexis Draut

This artwork is from Hannah 
Burtnett, an eighth-grader at 
Red Bud Middle School� 

This artwork is from Katlyn 
Griffith, an eighth-grader at 
Red Bud Middle School�

This artwork is from Cory 
Rish, a senior at Sonoraville 
High School� 


