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Get ready now for the 
2019 WELSHFest in 
Rockmart! The event is 
scheduled for this week-
end on March 16 from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and will 
feature a variety of ven-
dors, events and more in 
downtown Rockmart. The 
annual hymn singing at 
Van Wert Church begins 
Friday night ahead of the 
event at 7 p.m.

Join the Murphy-
Harpst Children’s Cen-
ter in Cedartown at the 
Silver Come Trailhead at 
the Cedartown Welcome 
Center and Depot on Sat-
urday, March 16 for the 
annual Miles of Hope ride 
with 10, 20 and 30-plus 
mile options. The event 
kicks off at 9 a.m., and 
lunch will be served from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. for all 
registered participants. A 
$25 donation guarantees 
a t-shirt and lunch. Reg-
ister online at murphy-
harpst.org/miles2019 to 
participate now.

Tallatoona CAP is host-
ing An Evening with 
Yolanda Adams on Satur-
day, March 16 at 6 p.m. at 
Crosspoint City Church at 
325 Old Mill Road, Cart-
ersville. Special perfor-
mances include Ahmad 
Hall and Friends. Tick-
ets are $35 and can be 
purchased at tallatoona-
cap.org. The forthcoming 
event is a fundraiser for 
the organization.

The Easter Bunny will 
be hopping into Cedar-
town ahead of the hol-
iday on Saturday, April 
6 in Rockmart for the 
annual Family Savings 
Credit Union egg hunt. 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

A local talent who made 
it briefly onto the small 
screens of the nation on 
American Idol’s return 
to television in 2018 is 
back once again going 
for the grand prize.

T h i s  t i m e , 
Isaac Street-
man has plenty 
of motivation 
to make him-
self a cham-
pion. He’s 
about to 
have  a 
family 
to sup-
p o r t 
after all.

S t r e e t -
man makes 
his debut this 
Sunday, March 

17 on the latest season of the ABC 
show after he made it to a special 
round of private producer auditions 
in Atlanta, and then back out to 
Los Angeles to see the celebrity 

judges once again.
“I’m very confident in my 

performance for the audi-
tion,” he said. “I pick a song 

I’m strongly familiar with and 
happens to be my fian-

cé’s favorite song for 
me to sing.”

T h e  T u e s d a y 
night show-

ing of “The 
Voice” was 
also spe-
c i a l  f o r 

S t r e e t m a n , 
who got to watch 

a longtime friend 
get to share his tal-
ents on the national 
stage as well.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

A new contender hailing from 
Polk County is back on NBC’s 
“The Voice” for Season 16, 
and he joins Team Blake 
just like a local native did 
last year.

This time, the term to 
share is #TeamDalton in cel-
ebration of Aragon’s Dal-
ton Dover, who was 
selected to lend his 
vocal talents dur-
ing the Tuesday, 
March 4 airing 
of the show.

T h e 
20-year-old 
Dover sang 
“Don’t Close 
Your Eyes” by 
Keith Whitley 
to make it 
onto Team 
Blake. He 

said his experience thus far on the 
show already has him being recog-
nized while he is out and about.

Dover added that just as awesome 
to him is being in front of the celeb-

rity judges like Blake Shelton.
“It’s unreal for me, being from 

a small town. They’re awesome, 
helpful. Given me tips and made 
me a better musician,” Dover said.

Polk County residents might 
recognize Dover from the 

annual Aragon BBQ, 
where he has taken 
the stage in the past. 
He is also long-

time friends with 
another local resi-
dent back on tele-
vision this year, 
Isaac Streetman. 
Streetman will be 
heading back onto 

American Idol this 
coming Sunday.

SUPPORT OUR SINGERS

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Facilities on campuses 
around the Polk School Dis-
trict are popping up or being 
revamped, with two major 
items that were approved by 
voters for a Special Purpose, 
Local Option Sales Tax exten-
sion in 2017 getting closer to 
completion.

Staff reports

CEDARTOWN — The DeKalb County, 
Alabama, sheriff said they’ve charged 
a man with murder in the death of 
a missing girl.

During a press conference on 
March 4, Sheriff Nick Welden said 
that 33-year-old Christopher Wayne 
Madison of Cedar Bluff has been 

charged in connec-
tion with the murder 
of 11-year-old Amberly 
Alexis Barnett, accord-
ing to WEIS radio.

According to the 
DeKalb County Sher-
iff’s Office website 
Madison was arrested 
on the evening of 
March 2 and charged 
with possession of a 
controlled substance 

and drug paraphernalia.
Madison is being held at the DeKalb 

County Jail without bond.
Barnett went missing on March 1 

at around 6 p.m. in Collinsville, Ala-
bama, from an aunt’s house across 
state lines. The 11-year-old was pre-
viously a resident with her family of 

Cedartown and attended Northside 
Elementary School in the past. She 
was the daughter of Brian Pope and 
Jonie Barnett.

A 12-hour search ended when 
the DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office 
reported that she was found dead 

the following morning at an undis-
closed location.

Funeral arrangements for Amberly 
are being handled by Olin Gam-
mage and Sons Funeral Home in 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.
net

The Polk County Board of 
Education tabled a new pol-
icy that means to ensure that 
everyone is aware of updated 
school safety plans, and that 
if they see something they 
find suspicious they imme-
diately report it to admin-
istrators.

The new safety policy is 
part of an ongoing effort over 
the past years to increase the 
amount of security measures 
in place to keep students, fac-
ulty, staff and even visitors on 
campuses across Polk School 
District safe at all time, and 
keep those who aren’t sup-
posed to be at school away 
from the property and class-
rooms.

See CALENDAR, A10

Aragon’s Dover makes Team 
Blake of NBC’s “The Voice”

Streetman returning to 
American Idol on March 17

Man charged in murder of missing Cedartown 11-year-old

Christopher 
Wayne

 Madison These photos of Amberly Barnett were posted to a GoFundMe setup to help her 
family after she was found dead in a yet undisclosed location. / Contributed

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.
net

Attorney and actress 
Laura Lundy Wheale will 
be taking on a new role 
in Polk County after her 
appointment as the new 
Chief Judge for the Tal-
lapoosa Circuit Juvenile 
Court, and started on the 
bench at the beginning of 
the week.

The appointment comes 
from Superior Court Chief 
Judge Meng Lim to replace 
the recently seated Superior 
Court Judge Mark Mur-
phy. He was appointed to 
the seat by Gov. Nathan 
Deal in late 2018 follow-
ing the retirement of Judge 
Michael Murphy from the 

Tallapoosa Circuit bench 
last fall.

The new Juvenile Court 
Chief Judge for the circuit 
was officially sworn in on 
Friday in a ceremony at 
Polk County Courthouse 
No. 1. Judge Meng Lim 
announced ahead of the 
swearing-in that Wheale 
was the first female Juve-
nile Court Judge to serve 
in the circuit.

He also added that with 
Wheale’s appointment, he 
hoped to continue a goal of 
making the court system in 
the Tallapoosa Circuit work 
at a efficient pace.

“I’m so proud to have 
to have a new energy and 
fresh people in this circuit 
who is going to try to get 
some of these things done 

for our community,” Lim 
said. “The one thing I know 
about Laura is that she has 
compassion. and that in 
itself is going to be huge. 
That is the one thing that 
you can’t teach. You either 
have it or you’re just going 
to have to work through 
it. She is smart, and hard-

working, and she’s thor-
oughly prepared whenever 
she is ready to do some-
thing with the court. So I 
look forward to working 
with her and to help her in 
our judicial system.”

Wheale thanked the 
crowd of friends and fam-
ily who came to watch the 
ceremony last week, which 
included her babysitter 
when she was young, her 
college tennis coach from 
Jacksonville State Univer-
sity, and several friends 
from the legal community 
in Cedartown.

“I can only hope to be 
a judge that helps shape 
the lives of children in the 
same way that you have 
shaped mine,” Wheale said. 
“I thank you all so much 
for being here, as I was 
walking out and I walked 
out from here and saw so 
many people sitting in the 
room.”

See #TEAMDALTON, A13 See #TEAMISAAC, A13

Wheale takes over 
as new Juvenile 
Court Judge

Laura Lundy Wheale, the new Juvenile Court Chief Judge 
for the Tallapoosa Circuit, stands with Mark Murphy, re-
cently appointed out of Wheale’s new seat into a Superior 
Court seat. / Contributed

Laura Lundy Wheale was surrounded by her family as she thanked attendees of her 
swearing-in on Friday, March 8, 2019. / Kevin Myrick See WHEALE, A3

See MURDER, A3

RHS Animal 
Science 
building to 
open soon
Work on Cedartown’s 
fine arts facility still 
ongoing, but beginning 
to rise 

Work is wrapping up on Rock-
mart High School’s new Agricul-
ture Education facility as the 
winter semester for 2019 gets 
underway. / Kevin Myrick

New policy 
tabled until 
April for school 
safety measures

See BUILDING, A8

See SAFETY, A7


