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The Polk Gathering is 
sponsored by the Polk Coun-
ty Historical Society and is 
directed by Spivey McIn-
tosh. The 1st Annual Gath-
ering of the People event is 
set for September 20-22, 
2019 at the Polk County 
Fairgrounds. Hours are 4 
to 8 p.m. on Friday, 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday.

Get ready for a lot of fall 
fun with the Polk County 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
second annual Halloween 
Hoopla presented by H&R 
Block. The opening event is 
the upcoming countywide 
scarecrow contest! Those 
who want to participate can 
email info@polkgeorgia.com 
to enter, and must have their 
one-of-a-kind scarecrow 
out by September 23. En-
tries must stay up through 
Halloween. Trophies will 
be awarded for first, second 
and third place.

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

Thanks to the Polk Coun-
ty Board of Education’s ap-
proval of a slew of new field 
trips, local students will be 
doing plenty of learning out-
side of the classroom this 
school year.

Trips starting on Septem-
ber 6 and planned out as 
late as April 5 were given 

the OK during the group’s 
latest work session follow-
ing the Labor Day break.

Each event requires over-
night stays outside of Polk, 
but the trips are to familiar 
locations and events.

Future Farmers of Amer-
ica members from the Polk 
County College and Career 
Academy will be traveling to 
Covington, Georgia, Perry, 
Georgia, and Indianapolis, 

Indiana for FFA Camp, a 
cattle show, and the FFA 
National Convention re-
spectively over the course 
of the year.

Future Business Leaders 
of America members from 
various Polk schools will be 
traveling to the FBLA Fall 
Leadership Conference in 
Athens later in November, 

School board approves several 
field trips during light work session

Staff reports

It’ll be a busy night at the Polk 
County Board of Elections on No-
vember 5 with three contested 
elections on municipal ballots 
for the year.

Aragon, Rock-
mart and now Ce-
dartown will all 
go to the ballot 
box after a spe-
cial round of quali-
fying opened back 
up to allow candi-
dates into the race 
for the open seat 
on the Cedartown 

City Commission.
Sam Branch and Randell Bra-

zier will seek to fill the time left 
over at the start of the year fol-
lowing the resignation of Com-

missioner Jordan 
Hubbard in Au-
gust, that set up 
a special election 
for November.

Branch quali-
fied early in the 
opening of the pe-
riod on Tuesday, 
September 3, and 
then two days went 
by before Brazier 

added his name to the ballot be-
fore the special session ended at 
noon on Thursday, Sept. 5.

The closing of the special session 
for qualifying for the open seat 
wraps up the ballot for munici-
pal elections across Polk County 
for 2019, which ends with a con-
tested council race in Aragon, a 
Mayor’s race in Rockmart and 
the seat now up for grabs in re-
cent days.

Branch, a native of Cedartown 
who works at Suntrust Bank and 
Gammage Funeral Home, an-
nounced his intentions to run 
ahead of qualifying in past weeks. 
He also is a member of the Ced-
artown Civic Arts Commission, 
and is a member of the Exchange 
Club.

Brazier, former Code Enforce-
ment Officer with the Polk County 
Police Department, decided last 
Thursday morning before the 
qualifying deadline opened up 
for the special election.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

State Rep. Trey Kelley remains a busy 
man despite it being the off-season for 
the legislature.

It might not seem like it, but the Major-
ity Whip of the State House and represen-
tative of the 16th district still has plenty to 
do following the closing gavel of the 40-day 
session that ended back in April. There’s 
events where he is asked to speak, work 
to do on committees and help he can pro-
vide to people right here in Polk County.

“Even when we’re outside of the session, 
there’s still plenty of work to do,” Kelley 
said. “I really think that’s the most im-
portant part of my job, helping my con-
stituents with services and things that 
they need. Almost daily I have citizens 
reach out to me that need assistance with 
state agencies, or need help with their VA 
Benefits and I help connect them with our 
congressman.”

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.

com

A new partnership in 
Cedartown has brought 
a new printing company 
to Main Street.

Craftsy House’s Merari 
Morales and Terry Parker 
are working together on a 
new venture open for busi-
ness in the form of both 
local and online printing 
sales of Blissfulprint.com.

Mainly focused on cus-
tom t-shirts, banners and 
signs, they also handle a 
variety of other printing 
needs and seek to put a 
focus on one-on-one cus-
tomer service whether in 

person or through their 
website.

Parker, who has decades 
of experience in the printing 
business, said he wanted 
to search out new oppor-
tunities he hadn’t tried be-
fore, and the partnership 
with Morales gave him a 
place to explore and grow.

“A lot of the big com-
panies around here, they 
focus on the bulk orders,” 
she said. “They don’t fo-
cus on the customer and 
quality... that’s one of the 
things we’re going to offer 
and have been offering.”

The pair opened their 
doors over the summer 
and already have taken 
orders from several local 

businesses and organi-
zations.

“We’re also trying to help 
small businesses,” Morales 
said. “That’s one thing we 
want to focus on, caring 
for our community and 
being able to help our lo-
cal businesses.”

Parker added their busi-
ness also offers a new av-
enue for those who have 
printing needs but need 
more individualized care. 
They’ve already gotten into 
several areas where they’ve 
contributed back to the 
community. Morales is a 
co-founder of the Mother’s 
Day Tea on Main fundraiser 
and works with children 
around the area providing 

paint parties to those with 
special needs. Parker too 
is a longtime supporter 
of local youth through is 
previous ventures.

Now the two are acting 
as a sponsor as well for 
the Boobie Bazaar 2019, a 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Carnival taking place in 
the Livewire Parking Lot 
on Sunday, September 29.

Blissfulprint.com’s Main 
Street storefront in the 
Craftsy House building 
will hold an official rib-
bon cutting ceremony on 
October 5. Visit their web-
site to learn more about 
the products and services 
they offer, and get quotes 
on printing.

Printing business opens on Main Street

Branch vs. 
Brazier in 
Comm. race

Kevin Myrick

State Rep. Trey Kelley remains busy even when out of session, 
stopping by the Holloway Hunny Pot Festival to say hello to friends 
in Cedartown before taking off for other events on Saturday, Sept. 
7.

See CALENDAR, A10

Sean Williams

School board chair Bernard Morgan listens in as Superinten-
dent Laurie Atkins talks about field trips coming up for stu-
dents in the Polk School District.

Special election 
contested in Cedartown 
for November ballot

Randell 

Brazier

Sam Branch

Keeping 
hard at 
work in 

off-season
Kelley stays on task 

ahead of 2020 
legislative session

See RACE, A5

See BOARD, A6

See KELLEY, A6


