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From staff reports

On Friday, April 9, the Catoosa County com-
missioners accepted the resignation from Alicia 
Vaughn as county manager.

“The board is not at liberty to further discuss this 
matter, or any personnel matter, beyond the state-
ments made and action taken in today’s public meet-
ing of the board,” the county said in a news release.

“We thank Mrs. Vaughn for her service to the 
county and wish her all the best in her future 
endeavors,” the statement said.

County Attorney Chad Young, during Friday’s 
commissioners’ meeting, told commissioners 
that Vaughn on Monday, April 5, told some em-
ployees she was resigning. Young said she did 
not present a written or prior notice, turned in 
her keys and left.

Vaughn became county manager in Septem-
ber 2018.

Prior to that she worked as chief financial of-
ficer (CFO) for Whitfield County for six years, 
had a degree in accounting from the Univer-
sity of Georgia, as well as a wealth of finance 

experience in government.
Vaughn succeeded Jim Walker, 

who abruptly resigned in Febru-
ary 2018. He was paid a $54,000 
settlement.

Vaughn, when hired, had a sev-
erance stipulation in her contract 
with Catoosa County, as explained to commis-
sioners by County Attorney Chad Young in Sep-
tember 2018 when the county hired Vaughn.

County manager Alicia Vaughn resigns

The Catoosa County Board 
of Education is reviewing and 
updating the system’s strategic 
plan. The board values input 
from parents and communi-
ty members, so a stakeholder 
survey is posted on the sys-
tem’s website (www.catoosa.
k12.ga.us) to receive feedback. 
Stakeholder input will be used 
to determine priorities, and es-
tablish goals and objectives for 
the school system for the next 
five years.

Superintendent Reese said, 
“The board received valuable 
input from stakeholders on 
the last strategic plan survey. 
It is very important for us to 
understand the community’s 
priorities and expectations 
when we are making impor-
tant decisions for the future.”

The survey will be avail-
able until May 3, 2021.

By Beau Evans
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Elections, 
pandemic recovery and the 
echoes of last summer’s 
protests against police in 
Georgia dominated a 2021 
legislative session marked 
by bitter divisions between 
Georgia’s political parties.

The session, which wrapped 
up Wednesday, March 31, and 
will return next January, was 
the General Assembly’s first 
since the 2020 election cycle 
upended statewide politics 
as Democrats notched his-
toric wins and Republicans 
moved to rewrite dozens of 
voting laws.

Both sides put off dis-
agreements to largely repeal 
Georgia’s citizen’s arrest 
law that had been on the 
books since the Civil War 
and helped fuel protests 
over police brutality and ra-
cial injustice that swept the 
country for months start-
ing last May.

While largely peaceful, 
those protests boiled over 
at times in Atlanta with 
damage done to police cars, 
businesses and state pub-
lic-safety offices, ultimately 
prompting Republican law-
makers to pass a law that 
places tight limits on how 
much Georgia cities and 
counties can cut their lo-
cal police budgets.

Budgeting was also top 
of mind for lawmakers this 
year after they slashed more 
than $2 billion last year from 
Georgia schools, troopers, 
prisons, mental-health and 
other social services due to 
the economic slowdown from 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Piles of proposals hit a 
wall as lawmakers closed 

shop on March 31, leaving 
many high-profile measures 
stalled. The casualty list in-
cluded legislation to legal-
ize online sports betting in 
Georgia and allow in-per-
son visits between family 
members and loved ones 
at hospitals and nursing 
homes during emergency 
times like the pandemic.

Those bills that failed to 
reach Gov. Brian Kemp’s desk 
this year will have another 
chance to do so in 2022 for 
the second half of the two-
year term.

Jim Crow or better 
elections?

Battle lines formed after 
Democrats claimed victory in 
the 2020 presidential election 
and the U.S. Senate runoffs, 
handing the party key state-
wide wins for the first time in 
decades and cementing the 
idea that years of hard cam-
paigning and demographic 
changes have shifted voting 
patterns in their favor.

Republican leaders quickly 
counter-attacked by hold-
ing General Assembly hear-
ings to air former President 
Donald Trump’s unfounded 
voter-fraud claims, which 
laid the groundwork for 
proposing broad changes 

to Georgia’s election sys-
tem in the session.

Ultimately, lawmakers 
passed a measure along 
party lines March 25 that 
adds identification require-
ments for mail-in voting, con-
fines absentee-ballot drop 
boxes inside local election 
offices and polling places 
and bans non-poll workers 
from handing out food and 
drinks to people in line to 
vote within 150 feet of poll-
ing places during elections.

Those changes, along with 
new rules allowing state 
election officials to take over 
poor-performing county 
election boards, sparked 
outrage from Democrats 
and voting-rights advocates 
who declared voter access 
for Black and low-income 
Georgians will be set back 
worse than at any time since 
the Jim Crow era.

“After witnessing the GOP 
gutting of voting rights and 
inaction on issues like ex-
panding access to health 
care, Georgia voters are 
engaged, empowered and 
know exactly who’s fight-
ing against them,” said U.S. 
Rep. Nikema Williams, D-
Atlanta, who chairs the state 
Democratic Party. “Georgia 
Republicans are in for a 
rude awakening in 2022.”

Republican leaders – from 
Gov. Brian Kemp to par-
ty leaders in both General 
Assembly chambers to the 
state’s election chief, Secre-
tary of State Brad Raffens-
perger – have blasted Dem-
ocrats’ push to frame the 
election changes as racist 
acts of voter suppression.

They argue the law changes 
aim to bolster confidence in 
Georgia elections and ex-
pand voter access, noting 
the now-enacted bill scraps 
the state’s controversial sig-
nature-verification process 
for absentee ballots in favor 
of a voter ID requirement 
and gives counties the abil-
ity to open polls for more 
hours on weekends dur-
ing the early-voting period.

“This is not ‘Jim Crow,’” 
said Senate Majority Leader 
Mike Dugan, R-Carrollton. 
“Nobody is getting lynched 
for going to vote. Matter of 
fact, we don’t want 60% 
to vote – we want 100%. 
… Stop with the rhetoric.”

Ups and downs for 
criminal justice

Beyond election issues, 
Republican and Democratic 
leaders also sparred over 
legislation focused on guns, 
policing and criminal jus-
tice – many of which fell by 
the wayside after rounds of 
intense debate.

Efforts to loosen rules on 
interstate gun-carry permits, 
prosecute violent protesters 
and create a driver education 
program on how to interact 
with police during traffic stops 
all fell short of final passage 
amid stern opposition from 
Democratic leaders.

2021 GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY ROUNDUP
Elections, police, COVID-19 highlight 
lawmakers’ work in Georgia session

BOE seeks 
input for its 
strategic plan

From GMA

Ringgold City Council member 
Kelly Bomar received the pres-
tigious Certificate of Achieve-
ment from the Harold F. Holtz 
Municipal Training Institute 
from the Georgia Municipal 

Association.
The Harold 

F. Holtz Munic-
ipal Training 
Institute, a co-
operative effort 
of GMA and the 
University of 
Georgia’s Carl 
Vinson Insti-

tute of Government, provides 
a nationally recognized series 
of training opportunities for 
elected city officials. To receive 
a Certificate of Achievement, 
a city official must complete 
a minimum of 72 units of 
credit, including at least 36 
hours from the required list. 
The training program con-
sists of a series of more than 
50 courses.

Ringgold’s 
Bomar earns 
GMA certificate

Don Stilwell

Several hundred turned out Sunday morning, April 4, for an Easter service at the Northwest Georgia Amphitheatre on the Benton Place campus (off Battlefield Parkway) 
in Ringgold. The event was held by The Gathering (thegatheringcatoosa.com), a Ringgold church at the intersection of Battlefield Parkway and Pine Grove Road.

Kelly Bomar

Alicia 
Vaughn

Easter service
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