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SPORTS: Heritage football 2-0 after win over Ringgold >> B1
♦ ♦ ♦

7513 Nashville St., 
Ringgold, Ga. ♦ 
706-935-2621

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Qualifying is over for mayoral and 
council seats in the cities of Ringgold 
and Fort Oglethorpe. Here’s who 
will be on the ballots in November.

Ringgold

Mayor: Ringgold voters will have 
three choices for mayor: incum-
bent Nick Millwood; Paul Lee, a 
pro wrestler and business owner; 
and Tony Hullender, a carpenter.

Council: Three council seats are 
available in this election. The top 
three vote-getters will fill the po-
sitions. Six candidates are seeking 
council seats: incumbent Sara Clark, 

who is retired; Jake Haynes, who 
serves on the Catoosa County Board 
of Education; Charlie A. Lamar, an 
engineer; Donald R. Pangle, a truck 
driver; Ray Reavely, semi-retired, 
works part-time as a bondsman; 
Rhonda Swaney, a speech-language 
pathologist.

Fort Oglethorpe

Mayor: There are two candidates 
running for mayor: incumbent Earl 
Gray, who works in marketing, is 
running against former councilman 

Louis Hamm, a pastor and retired 
plumber.

City Council: Two seats are 
available in this election. Voters 
can make a choice for each ward. 
Ward 1: incumbent Rhonda James, 
an accountant, and Melissa Jacks, 
a business and marketing teacher, 
will face each other for this seat. 
Ward 4: incumbent Derek Rogers 
will run unopposed.

Tamara Wolk is a reporter for The Catoosa 

County News in Ringgold, Ga., and Walker 

County Messenger in LaFayette, Ga.

City elections: And the candidates are ...

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

A Ringgold police officer 
was arrested last week for 
alleged sexual assault.

According to the Geor-
gia Bureau of Investigation, 
27-year-old Blake Ballew of 
Dalton, was arrested Mon-
day, Aug. 26, on charges of 
sexual assault, false impris-
onment, and violation of 
oath by public officer. All 
three charges are felonies.

On Thurs-
day, Aug. 
22, a woman 
filed a report 
of sexual as-
sault against 
Ballew with 
the Varnell 
Police De-
partment. 

Varnell po-
lice then contacted the GBI to 
assist with the investigation.

A source close to the investi-
gation said Tuesday, Aug. 27, 
that Ballew has been termi-
nated by the city of Ringgold. 
Ringgold officials declined 
to comment on the matter 
and referred all questions 
and inquiries to the GBI.

Ballew’s arrest came after 
GBI agents conducted inter-
views, reviewed physical evi-
dence in the case, and discussed 
the matter with the Lookout 
Mountain Judicial Circuit’s 
District Attorney’s Office.

By Josh O’bryant
City of LaFayette

The city of LaFayette is 
celebrating the beginning of 
the fall season with the sec-
ond annual “Autumn Rocks 
Day” on Saturday, Sept. 21.

Autumn Rocks Day will 
include a golf tournament, 
the annual Fly-In, Heritage 
festivities, hayrides, inflata-
bles and a tailgate party in 
the evening that will include 
a beer garden.

The event is free to attend 
and will last all day.

Harvest time

Throughout history, au-
tumn is celebrated as a time 
where the harvest comes to 
an end for the year as crops 
are stored for the coming 
winter.

The leaves begin to fall, 
the days become shorter as 
day and night become equal 
in length. The temperature 
cools as the earth begins the 
transition from summer to 
winter.

In astrology, autumn is a 
time to be one with nature 
and all life forms as the sun 
moves into Libra.

Celebrating Autumn Rocks 
Day gives the community a 
chance to come together and 
be delighted in the way the 
city of LaFayette has thrived 
in 2019. This is akin to how 
our forefathers reaped the 
benefits from all of their 
hard work harvesting what 
was planted in the spring.

Golf tournament

Autumn Rocks Day will 
begin with the inaugural 
Autumn Rocks two-person 
scramble golf tournament 
kicking off at 9 a.m. at the 
LaFayette Golf Course. The 
entry fee for each team is $80 

and includes lunch. Prizes will 
be awarded to the winners.

The closest to the pin on 
hole No. 14 in each group will 
qualify for a $1,000 shootout.

The hole-in-one shootout 
will be Saturday evening on 
hole No. 18 from 100 yards, 
with a $1,000 cash prize. 
Multiple winners are pos-
sible, and the cash prize will 
be split among the winners.

To register, sign up at the 
LaFayette Golf Course Pro 
Shop located at 1 Fred Hen-
ry Drive.

Fly-In

The annual Fly-In at the 
LaFayette Airport will now be 
a part of Autumn Rocks Day 
with a start time of 10 a.m. 
and will last until 4 p.m.

Come out to the LaFayette 
Airport and enjoy vintage 
airplanes, as well as mod-
ern-day aircraft, helicopter 
rides and free inflatables for 
the kids. 

‘AUTUMN ROCKS’
Kick off the fall season with all-day 
family-friendly festivities on Sept. 21

Officer 
arrested 

City of LaFayette

LaFayette’s Autumn Rocks Day on Saturday, Sept. 21, will be a full day of fall fun with something for everyone. Keep 
up with all the details by visiting the city of LaFayette’s Facebook page.

Two locations in Catoosa 
and Walker counties received 
a score of 80 or below for 
health inspections conducted 
during the first half of August.

Park Place Restaurant in 
Fort Oglethorpe received a 
score of 80. The inspector 
noted that employees were 
handling washed lemons with 
bare hands, wearing jewelry 
while handling food, and ice 
scoops in dirty dishwater as 
opposed to the proper location.

The Subway on Main Street 
in LaFayette received a score 
of 71 after the inspector — 
during questions — noticed 
an overall lack of knowledge 
regarding employee health 
requirements and food safe-
ty procedures. The inspec-
tor also observed several 
employees failing to wash 
their hands, wearing jew-
elry that is not authorized 
(such as bracelets) while 
handling food, food stored 
at incorrect temperatures, 
and unwashed vegetables.

Ten locations in Catoosa 
and Walker counties earned 
a perfect score of 100.

RESTAURANT 

INSPECTIONS

City of LaFayette

LaFayette’s Autumn Rocks Day on Sept. 21 is a time to 
celebrate with the community. The annual LaFayette 
Airport Fly-In will now be featured with the Autumn Rocks 
Day event.

City of LaFayette

Fall season is upon us, so let’s celebrate with the free-to-attend Autumn Rocks Day event 
in LaFayette. This year, it will include a golf tournament and tailgate party at the LaFay-
ette Golf Course with something for everyone, including hayrides and games for kids, 
plenty of food and fun.

See ROCKS, A6

 ♦ He is charged with 
sexual assault and 
false imprisonment.

Blake 

Ballew

For Catoosa and Walker 
counties for Aug. 1-14

See INSPECT, A9


