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Community
Annual consignment 
sales featuring 
gently used clothing 
and toys are fast 
approaching

News
Georgia Gov. Brian 
Kemp announces 
Medicaid waiver 
plan.

Sports
Calhoun baseball 
earns a win over 
Pepperell in season 
opener.
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Young  
Artists

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 

This artwork is from Esther 
Hayes, a junior at So-
noraville High School� 

This artwork is from Alexan-
dria Petit, a junior at So-
noraville High School� 
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By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

On Tuesday, two Morning Pointe 
residents were thrown a party to 
celebrate their 70th anniversary. 
Their children, siblings and rela-
tives attended, bringing gifts for 
the couple and enjoying refresh-
ments provided by family.

“We didn’t realize it would last 
this long,” Buddy Fowler, 89, said 
of his marriage to Agnes Fowler, 
88. “But the first time I saw her I 
said I’m going to marry her.”

“You never told me that,” Agnes 
said with a smile when Buddy con-
fessed to falling in love at first sight.

Buddy and Agnes met in the sixth 
grade at Subligna School when they 
were both pre-teens. 

The two dated while Buddy was 
serving in the Air Force and on a 

weekend leave he came home with 
plans to get married to Agnes, who 
agreed. The young couple went to 
the home of their preacher on Feb. 
12, 1949 and paid him $5 to wed 
them. Buddy was 19 and Agnes was 
18 when they got married.

“I just knew I wanted to marry 
him, that’s what I wanted,” Agnes 
said when she was asked how she 
was sure of her decision to com-
mit to Buddy.

And the reason Buddy and Agnes 
both commented that they weren’t 

expecting their marriage to last this 
long had nothing to do with their 
faith or loyalty to each other but 
rather with the average life span for 
people in 1949. Buddy said when 
they were married, the average per-
son died around 60 years of age.

Yet, since reciting their vows, 
they’ve lived long enough to claim 
a 70th anniversary and to see their 
six-person family expand to include 
seven grandchildren and nine great 
grandchildren. The Fowlers have 
lived all over the world, including 
years raising their children in Bel-
gium, Turkey and locations across 
the United States.

After his 1971 retirement from 
being an electrician technician in 
the Air Force, Buddy worked as a 
long distance truck driver for May-
flower Moving Company. Eventu-
ally Agnes also got her commercial 
driver’s license and the pair drove 
together as a team for MMC. They 
traveled across the entire country 
during their time as drivers, vis-
iting family, friends and old Air 
Force buddies.

Couple celebrates 70th wedding anniversary
 ♦ A married couple who met 

in the sixth grade celebrates 
their 70th anniversary with 
friends and family during 
Valentine’s Day week.

Buddy Carl Fowler (left) and Janie Agnes Cordle met when they were in sixth 
grade, got married before they were both 20, and as of Tuesday, have been 
married for 70 years� / Alexis Draut

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

A concert and reception will be held at the 
Harris Arts Center this weekend in honor of 
Roland Hayes and his career as a musician 

from Gordon County, with Indra 
Thomas and Timothy Miller 
performing as musical guests.

Thomas and Miller both 
have extensive backgrounds 
in the music field and have both 
performed across the country. 
Thomas has also performed at 
world class opera houses and 
venues.

The HAC has hosted the 
Roland Hayes Tribute Con-
cert on and off for the past sev-
eral years, according to Execu-
tive Director Jennifer Dudley, 
including some previous con-
certs that have featured local 
artists, high school students and 
choirs from Hayes’s alma mater, 
Fisk University in Nashville.

Dudley said this concert is 
significant in its honoring of 

Hayes, who was born in Gordon County to for-
mer slaves and who made a name for himself 
through his success as a concert performer.

Concert honors 
musician from 
Gordon County

 ♦ The Roland Hayes Tribute Concert 
this weekend honors local musician 
who became the highest-paid tenor 
in the 1920s.

Timothy 
Miller

Indra 
Thomas

Roland Hayes — who was born in Gordon 
County to former slaves — was, at the height 
of his career, the highest paid performer in the 
world during the 1920s� A tribute concert in 
his honor will be held at the Harris Arts Center 
tomorrow� / Contributed

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

On Monday mornings at Cal-
houn High School, the upper 
level video production students 
arrive to school early to record 
the morning announcements 
prior to homeroom. In fact, these 
students arrive at school early 
every day for this very reason.

Around 7:50 a.m., recording 
begins, with two student news 
reporters sitting in front of a 
green screen at a table decorated 
with pompoms, sports trophies 
and a football helmet.

Andrew Barber and Mat-
thew Turner, Monday’s hosts, 
begin reading aloud from a tele-
prompter after the introduction 
song plays the theme song from 
“The Office,” with a montage 
of CHS videos and snippets of 
the crew. Once the count down 
from the cameraman reaches a 
silent zero, the hosts begin their 
morning routine.

“Good morning, it’s February 11 

Students find their 

niche at Calhoun HS 
 ♦ The CHS video 

production classes teach 
students how to produce 
and edit videos and live 
stream sporting events, 
putting their individual 
skills to work.

Sophomore Andrew Barber, left, and Senior Matthew Turner record Monday morning’s campus an-
nouncements at Calhoun High School in the video production studio� / Alexis Draut

From left, Calhoun students Andrew Barber and Matthew Turner read 
off the teleprompter as they record Monday morning’s announcements 
prior to the school day starting� Both say their time working under the 
supervision of Bill Long in their video production class has challenged 
them to move outside of their comfort zone� 

See COUPLE, A11

See NICHE, A11

See CONCERT, A5

In the video production classes at Calhoun High School, students 
who aren’t comfortable in front of the camera have the option to 
work behind the scenes, which is what freshman Carter Johnson 
and sophomore Noah Jones chose to do�

This artwork is from Cory 
Rish, a senior at Sonoraville 
High School� 


