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In July of this year, the Freedom 
From Religion Foundation sent a 
letter to Catoosa County Schools’ 
attorney Renzo Wiggins leveling two 
charges at the district, one regarding 
Heritage High School and one 
regarding Ringgold High School.

“A local resident informed 
us,” says the FFRF letter, which 
was released by FFRF to local 
media outlets on Nov. 29, “that a 
leadership class at Heritage High 
School (“HHS”) partnered with an 
organization called Nicamerican 
Missions (“NM”) during the 2016-2017 
school year to build a school in an 
impoverished area of Nicaragua.”

The letter went on to say that 
because the mission “is an explicitly 
Christian group with an explicitly 
Christian mission” it was a “poor 
choice” for the school to decide to 
partner with it. FFRF says in the 
letter that HHS’s partnership with 

Staff report

The Catoosa County 
News will challenge 

a decision by three 

constitutional officers 

to give the newspaper’s 

“legal organ” status 

to an out-of-state 

newspaper.

The officers — 

Sheriff Gary Sisk, 

Probate Court Judge 

Jeff Hullender and 
Superior Court Clerk 
Tracy Brown — signed a 
resolution Friday, Nov. 
30, to turn The Catoosa 

County 

News’ 

(CCN) 

legal 

adver-

tising 

over 

to the 

Chatta-

nooga 
Times 
Free 
Press. The switch is set 
to occur Jan. 1, 2018.

Otis Raybon, CCN 
publisher, said the 
newspaper will seek a 

court injunction. The 
Times, he maintains, 
does not meet the 
state’s requirements 
to be the county’s legal 
organ.

Georgia law 
requires, among other 

stipulations, that a 

newspaper serving 

as the county’s legal 

organ be “published 

within the county — for 

at least two years,” 

Raybon said.

The three 

constitutional officers 

say the Times “will 
open” an office in 
Ringgold that will be 
staffed Monday through 
Friday.

CCN, which has 

an office located near 
downtown Ringgold 
that is open Monday 
through Friday, has 
served the county’s 
readers for 68 years, 
since August 1949. It 
currently employs an 
editor, two part-time 
news reporters, a part-
time sports editor, 
and an advertising 
representative.

Probate Court Judge 
Hullender informed 
CCN by letter in 

6th Cavalry Museum 

releases annual

Patton Prayer 

Christmas Card.
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Ringgold Playhouse 

holding “Almost, 

Maine” auditions 

Dec. 11-12

at the Depot.
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change in legal organ status

Ringgold Christmas parade

Above: Santa Claus paid a visit to Ringgold Friday night, Dec. 1, to 

take part in the annual “Down Home Christmas” parade. Below: Two 

youngsters, perhaps future farmers in the community, putt-putt down 

Nashville Street in their miniature tractors. For more photos, see page A11. 

(Catoosa News photos/Adam Cook)

CHI Memorial 
in Chattanooga will 
buy Cornerstone 
Medical Center in Fort 
Oglethorpe and has 
acquired the former 
“Hutcheson on the 
Parkway” in Ringgold.

Larry Schumacher, 
CHI Memorial CEO and 
senior vice president of 
operations, Southeast 
Division, Catholic 
Health Initiatives, 
said, “In August, at the 
request of Cornerstone’s 
Atlanta-based owner, 
ValorBridge, CHI 
Memorial began to 
manage Cornerstone 
Medical Center, and 
talks progressed 
on integration 
opportunities. 
Subsequently, a 
definitive agreement 
to acquire was signed 
effective December 29, 
2017. At the same time, 
we have acquired the 
former Hutcheson on 
the Parkway.”

CHI Memorial will 
provide services at 
the newly named CHI 
Memorial Hospital-
Georgia (formerly 
Cornerstone Medical 
Center) and CHI 
Memorial-Parkway 
(formerly Hutcheson on 
the Parkway).

“With this 
acquisition, 
Cornerstone will 
become part of an 
integrated health 
system with more 
than 3,500 employees 
and 661 medical staff 
members. This will 
enable physicians 
and associates at 

Cornerstone and CHI 

Memorial to collaborate 

and innovate in order to 

improve the delivery of 

efficient and effective 

inpatient and outpatient 
care across a broad 
geographical region” 
says Schumacher. “This 
is an opportunity to 
enhance the services 
that we can offer in the 
North Georgia region 
and build upon the 
good work that has 

CHI Memorial 

buying Cornerstone 

Medical Center and 

former “Hutcheson 

on the Parkway”

When did CHI Memorial 
begin a relationship with 
Cornerstone Medical 
Center?

On August 1, 2017, 
CHI Memorial signed an 
agreement to manage 
Cornerstone Medical 
Center.

When did CHI Memorial 
acquire Cornerstone 
Medical and the former 
Hutcheson on the 
Parkway?

A definitive 
agreement to acquire 
Cornerstone was signed 
with a transaction 
closing date of 
December 29, 2017. 
CHI Memorial has 
completed acquisition 
of the former Hutcheson 
on the Parkway 
ambulatory site on 
Battlefield Parkway in 
Ringgold, GA.

Are the names of the 
facilities changing?

Yes, Cornerstone 
Medical Center will be 
renamed CHI Memorial 
Hospital-Georgia. 
Hutcheson on the 
Parkway is now CHI 
Memorial-Parkway.

What services will 
be available at each 
location?

We will continue 
to provide emergency 

services, laboratory 

services, radiology, 

pharmacy, and select 

inpatient medical 

services at CHI 

Memorial Hospital-
Georgia (formerly 
Cornerstone Medical 
Center).

CHI Memorial - 
Parkway (formerly 
Hutcheson on the 
Parkway) is home to 
CHI Memorial Family 
Practice Associates-
Ringgold, CHI Memorial 
Pediatric Diagnostic 
Associates, and The 

CHI Memorial-

Georgia and CHI 

Memorial-Parkway: 

Frequently asked 

questions

CHI, page A9FFRF, page A6 Questions, page A9
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The Freedom From Religion 

Foundation recently sent a letter to 

Catoosa County Schools stating that 

it was unconstitutional for Ringgold 

High students to make crosses for 

Ringgold’s Festival of Flags. The letter 

also maintains it was unconstitutional 

for Heritage High School to help a 

Christian mission build a school for 

impoverished children in Nicaragua. 

(Catoosa News photo/Tamara Wolk)

Freedom From Religion Foundation files 

complaints against county schools

LFO’s Kourtney 

Morrison signs         

to play softball at 

Bryan College.

Sports, page B1


