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Get ready for the Polk 
County Fair organized by 
the Cedartown Exchange 
Club annually to help 
raise funds for the club 
to donate to local organi-
zations. This year’s fair is 
scheduled from Tuesday, 
Sept. 12, through Satur-
day, Sept. 16, at the Polk 
County Fairgrounds; 
5-10 p.m. nightly Tues-
day through Thursday, 
and Friday and Saturday 
from 5 to 11 p.m. Check 
back for more informa-
tion in coming editions.

Marietta Street Unit-
ed Methodist Church is 
hosting its annual an-
niversary celebration 
through music on Sept. 
16 at 6 p.m., followed by 
a special sermon on Sept. 
17 with the Rev. Vincent 
Dortch of Antioch Bap-
tist Church in Carrollton 
as the guest speaker. The 
church will then hold a 
revival from Sept. 18 
through Sept. 20, 7 p.m. 
nightly with a theme for 
the week of “Revive the 
Passion!” The public is 
invited to the five-day 
event at the church on 
Robert L. Parks Boule-
vard, Cedartown. For 
more information call 
Annie Vaughn at 770-748-
4200.

Please see CALENDAR A12

Total 
rises to 

115 dogs
Devecio Ranard Rowland faces 
70 counts of cruelty to animals
By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Eight more dogs have 
been added to the tally 
and brings the total to 
115 founds in connec-
tion with a animal cru-
elty case that began last 
week and grew as two 
more sites containing 
pups were found.

Only 
one man 
has been 
charged 
thus far in 
the case 
that began 
on Aug. 28 
when offi-
cers went 
to the fore-
closed 
property
and found 72 dogs on at 
569 Cashtown Road.

Devecio Ranard Row-
land, 32, now of a Jones 
Avenue address  re -
mained in jail without 
bail being set as of Satur-
day morning on 70 misde-
meanor counts of cruelty 
to animals, plus felony 
counts of probation vio-
lation, a single charge of 
aggravated cruelty to ani-
mals and conspiracy to 
commit a felony.

The following day on 
Aug. 29, police went to 
a Puckett Road address 
and found 35 more dogs 
in connection to the in-
vestigation, and then on 
Sept. 1 a final investi-
gatory step found eight 
more dogs — a mother 

and seven puppies — at 
a Rockmart apartment.

Police Chief Kenny 
Dodd said information 
developed through the 
week lead officers to find 
the additional dogs fol-
lowing an initial tip that 
sent police out to the 
Cashtown Road address.

Earlier last week, Dodd 
called it “one of the worst 
cases of animal cruelty” 
that the Polk County Po-
lice Department had ever 
seen, and the department 
was on social media post-
ing pictures and videos of 
the dogs tied up to trees 
all over two different 
properties.

According to a press 
release from Polk Coun-
ty Animal Control late 
Friday, the dogs are all 
“safe, well fed, watered 
and (are) being taken 
care of.”

“Cherokee County, Al-
abama also provided a 
veterinarian and their An-
imal Control Director to 
assist with the evaluation 
of the dogs,” the release 
stated. “Without the help 
of all these different agen-
cies we could not have ex-
perienced the successful 
outcome that we have.”

Only a portion of the 
dogs have thus far gone to 
rescues from the original 
72, and animal control fa-
cilities all around and in-
cluding Polk are housing 
the dogs until all of them 
can find homes.

Devecio 
Ranard 
Rowland

 Kevin Myrick / Standard Journal)

Stacks of water bottles are lined up in front of First Presbyterian 

Church of Cedartown on Sept. 2 in an event held to gather 

supplies for Hurricane Harvey relief efforts in Texas.

Hurricane Harvey relief 
efforts are ongoing

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

The Girl Scouts of Troop 
13399 in Cedartown were 
out at the First Presby-
terian Church Saturday 
morning with a long line 
of goods piled up in the 
parking lot, divided up 
in boxes by what they are 
in preparation for real 
packing later.

The goods were just 
some of the items being 
donated by local resi-
dents from all walks of 
life throughout the area 
and are headed to south-
east Texas and it’s coast-
line, just now in the early 
stages of rebuilding as the 
waters began to recede 
following the devastation 
of Hurricane Harvey.

Candace Howard was 
one of those on hand 
with the troop helping to 
collect goods and orga-
nize the effort in which 
the girl scouts have part-
nered with Will2Way 
Foundation to fill up 
semis and send them 
along to those in need in 
Texas later next week.

“We decided it was 

a need in Cedartown,” 
Howard said.

Howard said many went 
through the donation line 
to drop off items at the 
church this past Saturday 
morning, which will be 
collected overall in Cart-
ersville this Saturday for 
packing into supply bags 
to hand out.

She said “a bunch” 
had shown up with less 
than an hour to go for the 
morning drop off dona-
tion drive, and the girl 
scouts will be taking part 
in packing effort in hopes 
to fill a semi trailer with 
items in need.
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Donations are unloaded from the backs of 

cars with the help of Girl Scouts and their 

troop leaders at First Presbyterian Church 

as part of efforts organized by Will2Way. 

Commissioner Burford resigns 
from board ahead of house closing
By Kevin Myrick
Editor

The Polk County Com-
mission will soon have to 
pick a second new mem-
ber to join the board or 
have it go to the grand 
jury after an announce-
ment from a local attor-
ney who stepped down 
late last week.

Former Commissioner 
Stefanie Drake Burford 
made her resignation of-
ficial on Aug. 31 after she 
announced her plans to 
move to west Cobb Coun-
ty in the coming weeks.

Burford said in a state-
ment that she is in the 
first stages of a planned 
move to western Cobb 
County, and had planned 
for the Aug. 30 session to 
be her last. Moving trucks 
were in front of her and 

her family’s Rockmart 
house on that morning.

Burford, an attorney 
based in Cedartown, said 
she plans to keep her of-
fice which she has owned 
for the past 12 years. Her 
resignation came just 
as she was entering the 
eighth month of a new 
term in office.

“This move is what’s 
best for my family, which 
is my top priority. West 
Cobb puts us closer to my 
husband’s job, but not far 
from mine, closer to my 
family in Gwinnett, and 
closer to my daughter’s 
school,” her statement 
read. “She has been en-
during an hour and twen-
ty minute ride to school 
and my husband’s com-
mute has been the same.”

By Kevin Myrick
Editor

Polk County commis-
sioners settled on a 2-1 
vote for a millage rate 
for this year’s tax bills at 
11.061, going back to the 
rate that was set for 2016.

It was an option put 
forth by Commissioner 
Scotty Tillery during an 
already busy night in a 
packed Board of Commis-

sioners meeting room to 
settle several items on 
the agenda before the 
board.

Tillery, who near the 
end of the discussion 
of a rate of 11.094 mills, 
brought back up again 
by Commissioner Jenni-
fer Hulsey after motions 
by Chuck Thaxton for an 
11.094 mill rate.

Please see BURFORD A6

Millage rate stays same 
for property tax bills

Please see RATE A9
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CEDARTOWN HOMECOMING: Turn to Page A9 to find more photos 

from Homecoming 2017, where Katrina Harris was named 

queen for Cedartown. 

Please see DOGS A6

Please see HARVEY A8


