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Office press release

A boil water 
advisory has been 
lifted for Walker 
County Water & 
Sewerage Authority 
(WCWSA) customers, 
ten days after being 
issued. However, water 
use restrictions remain 
in effect for all WCWSA 
and City of LaFayette 
water customers.

A mobile water 
treatment plant was 
connected to the 
Walker County Water 
Treatment Plant to 
provide additional 
filtration to water 
being distributed to 
customers. A series 
of water quality tests 
were then required 
before the Georgia 
Environmental 
Protection Division 
(EPD) declared the 
water safe to drink.

“I’ve been very 
impressed with the 
WCWSA team, led 
by Interim General 
Manager Brandon 
Whitley and Water 
Plant Manager Randall 
Haney. They have 
worked many long, 
hard hours to beat the 
projected timeline 
of two weeks to have 
the system back up 
and running,” said 
Board Chairman 
Shannon Whitfield. 
“Their leadership and 
teamwork exceeded my 
expectations.”

The boil water 
advisory served as 
a precaution after a 
routine test on June 29 
resulted in a positive 
E. coli sample from a 
source well. Testing 
efforts were increased, 
and the treated water 
sent to homes and 
businesses remained 
free of the bacteria 
during the advisory 
period.

EPD officials believe 
surface water got into 
the well. Animal waste 
in and around ponds, 
lakes and wetlands can 
leave E. coli in surface 
water. Fractures in 
the ground caused by 
drought, an earthquake 
and other geological 
changes can lead to 
surface water mixing 
with well water. 

Surface water 
requires a type 
of filtration the 
Walker County Water 
Treatment Plant is not 
currently capable of 
treating on its own.

A second mobile 
water treatment plant 
will be connected to 
the system in the days 
ahead. The second 
plant will increase the 
amount of treated water 
available, boosting 
the supply in the 
community. Until that 
occurs, customers of 
both the Walker County 
Water & Sewerage 
Authority and City 
of LaFayette are 
requested to continue 
following these 
water conservation 
guidelines:

· Outdoor watering 
of lawns, gardens and 
trees is limited to a 
maximum of twice a 
week (even addresses 
and sites with no 
numbered address 

may water Wednesdays 
and Saturdays before 
10 a.m. and after 4 
p.m., while those 
in odd-numbered 
addresses may water on 
Thursdays and Sundays 
before 10 a.m. and after 
4 p.m.)

· Watering of 
personal food gardens 
is allowed any day 
before 10:00 a.m. and 
after 4:00 p.m.

The following 
activities are not 
allowed:

· No washing streets, 
gutters, sidewalks and 
driveways

· No ornamental 
uses, such as fountains 
and waterfalls

· No use of fire 
hydrants, except for the 
purpose of firefighting, 
public health, safety, or 
flushing

· No washing 
vehicles (cars, boats, 
etc.) at home

· No non-commercial 
washing or pressure 
washing

· No charity, or non-
commercial fundraiser, 
car washes

“The Walker County 
Water & Sewerage 
Authority Board 
continues to evaluate 
long-term solutions. We 
will get this problem 
solved, failure is not 
an option,” stated 
Chairman Whitfield.
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Vintage base 
ball: The battle 
for the Sixth 
Calvary Cup 
will take place 
Saturday at the 
old polo fields in 
Fort Oglethorpe. 
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Who will be 
named the 
Male and 
Female Athletes 
of the Year?
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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

WELLNESS
and

July 12, 2017

Today’s edition includes a 28-page 
special section filled with news and 
tips for your fitness and well being.

E.Coli scare ends
Boil-before-drinking advisory lifted

Walker County Sheriff’s Office 

press release

James Allen 
Johnson, 44, who 
was charged 
Monday (July 3) 
with stabbing a 
Walker County 
Sheriff’s Office 
Cpl. J. D. 
Holland, was 
extradited from 
the Hamilton 
County, Tenn., 
jail to the Walker 
County, Georgia, 
jail at about 5 
p.m. Wednesday (July 
5), according to Sheriff 
Steve Wilson.

Johnson waived 
extradition to Georgia 

in a first appearance 
hearing on July 5  in 
Hamilton County Court.

The suspect was 
charged with 
aggravated 
assault on a 
peace officer 
and violation of 
parole. Johnson 
was released 
from prison in 
May 2016.

The Georgia 
Bureau of 
Investigation is 
investigating the 

assault.
Cpl. Holland is 

expected to return to 
duty within the next 10 
days, the sheriff said.

Suspected 
cop stabber 
extradited

James Allen

Johnson

Here’s to your health!

Fractures in the aquifers caused by drought or earth 

quakes can change over time and allow surface 

water intrustion into the confined space. 

By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

Officials have determined the 
late night fire Tuesday, July 4, at an 
abandoned law office in downtown 
LaFayette as a serial arsonist’s 
handiwork.

That the fire was deliberately set 
prompted city officials to call for 
additional investigators into this and 
other recent fires.

The LaFayette Police Department 
and LaFayette Fire and Emergency 
Rescue will work with the Georgia 
State Fire Marshal, the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigations (GBI), 
and the ATF during this arson 
investigation.

Fire and Emergency Services 
director Stacey Meeks said that at 
about 11 p.m. on Tuesday, July 4, 
police and firefighters responded to 
a fire at 205 West Villanow St. which 
formerly home to Hentz Law Office. 

Meeks said a woman called 911 
after seeing smoke coming out of the 
building as she was driving past.

Meeks credits the witness, as 
well as the quick response time 
by officers and firefighters, for 
saving the structure as the fire was 
contained to one office on the east 
facing side of the building..

The building was vacant and had 
no electric service, Meeks said.

It is not known at this time if an 
accelerant was used, but Meeks said 
the arsonist chose a front office in 
the building with lots of combustible 
material, including a massive 
amount of flammable paper.

Those materials would be a good 
fuel source for the fire, he said.

Though flames spread into the 

attic and through the roof, Meeks 
credits the building not being a total 
loss due to the quick response time.

This is the second arson at a 
commercial building within the past 
two months.

On June 20, a petroleum-based 
accelerant was discovered at the 
scene of a fire at Hammond-Jones 
Hardware on North Main Street, 
a few blocks from the most recent 
arson fire.

Police report that on Friday, 
May 26, firefighters dispatched to 
211 Villanow St. at about 1:30 a.m. 
battled a blaze at an abandoned 
house near the LaFayette Cemetery 
entrance. Investigators ruled arson 
as the cause of that  fire.

And in early May 2017, the fire 
at a vacant two-story house at 304 
Simmons St. was also deemed arson.

Anyone with information about 
these fires should call the LaFayette 
Police Department at 706-639-1540.

Serial arsonist fans 
flames in LaFayette

Fire at former law office in LaFayette 

is now considered a case of arson. 
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By Christine Vestal
The Pew Charitable Trusts

Dr. David Fowler’s 

staff is scrambling 

to keep up with the 

surging stream of 

corpses flowing through 

the doors.

In his 15 years 

as Maryland’s chief 

medical examiner, 

Fowler has seen 

natural disasters, 

train crashes and mass 

shootings. Heroin- 

and cocaine-related 

homicides have plagued 

this city for decades. 

But he says he’s never 

seen anything that 

compares to the opioid 

epidemic’s spiraling 

death toll. As fentanyl, 

carfentanil and other 

deadly synthetic 

opioids seep into the 

illicit drug supply, it’s 

only getting worse.

The recent surge 

in drug overdose 

deaths has created 

an unprecedented 

nationwide demand 

for autopsies 

and toxicology 

examinations, said 

Brian Peterson, 

president of the 

National Association 

of Medical Examiners, 

which accredits the 
forensic pathologists 
who perform death 
investigations.

Many medical 
examiners are working 
overtime and, in some 
places, they’re running 
out of refrigerated 
storage for bodies. 
When that happens, 
local officials typically 
borrow additional 
space at local funeral 
homes and hospitals, 
and in some cases, rent 
refrigerated trucks, he 
said. “Virtually every 
medical examiner’s 
office and toxicology 
laboratory in the U.S. 
has felt the impact of 
the opioid tsunami.”

In Maryland, 
homicides and fatal 
car crashes also are on 
the rise, creating far 
bigger caseloads for 
medical examiners than 
recommended by the 
national association. 
The concern is that 
performing more than 
the recommended 
limit of 325 autopsies 
in a year, in addition 
to other duties such 
as testifying in court, 
could result in errors.

Opioid overdoses 
are overrunning 

medical examiners 
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