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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

By Josh O’Bryant
jobryant@npco.com

The inaugural Honeybee Festival 
takes place this Saturday, June 3, in the 
city of LaFayette. 

It will be a free day of entertainment 
as well education on honeybees, a 
barbecue contest, fun for kids and more 
than 100 vendors. 

The festival kicks off at 9 a.m.
There will be three stages for live 

music, with one stage set up by The Bank 
of LaFayette, where the three headliners 
will be performing. There will be a third 
stage for performances as well.

The city of LaFayette plans to make 
the Honeybee Festival an annual, free 
event for all residents and visitors.

Music, dancing and contests
The Honeybee Festival will showcase 

not only a day a fun, food, education, 
but also music and dancing in the city’s 
downtown.

Country musician Craig Morgan, the 
headliner, takes the stage at 9:30 p.m.

The Tennessee native is known for 
several hits, including “Almost Home,” 
“Redneck Yacht Club,” “Little Bit of 
Life,” and “Bonfire.”

Morgan is a U.S. Army veteran, 
television host, and outdoorsman.

He is the host of “Craig Morgan: 
All Access Outdoors” on the Outdoor 
Channel.

There will be other headliner musical 
acts as well, including Steppin Stones 
and Sons of Sailors.

The honeybee educational learning 
area booths will set up at 7 a.m. at Pigeon 
Mountain Trading Company on North 
Main Street and be open to the public at 
9 a.m.

The honeybee educational booths will 
follow a schedule throughout the day that 
will consists of various themes regarding 
the importance to the honeybee in nature 
as well as eco-friendly gardening tips and 
education on the numerous resources 
found in forests.

There will be a baking contest and 
a barbeque contest as well. Contest 
submission time, as well as judging and 
award presentations times are listed on 
the schedule of events. 

There will be a Cruise-In from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

For additional Honeybee Festival 
information—that can also be sent to 
your phone—text @hbfest to 81010. The 
city of LaFayette Honeybee Festival can 
also be found on Facebook.

Parking and shuttles 
As the downtown area on North Main 

Street will be closed for the festival, 
parking near the event will be limited. 

There will be shuttles starting at 
9 a.m. with a 45-minute loop in three 
locations.

Festival-goers can park at the 
LaFayette Recreation Center at 638 
South Main Street to be shuttled into 
the festival. Another shuttle bus pickup 
will be located at LaFayette High School 
at 5178 Round Pond Road as well as the 
LaFayette Center (old Food Lion parking 
lot) at 1109 North Main Street.

LaFayette’ll be abuzz Saturday
Honeybee Festival promises music, food and fun

For more details, including festival 

map and schedule, see pages A6-8.

NOAA news release

Last year produced five 
land-falling storms, including 
Matthew that caused $10 
billion in damage and killed 
34 people in the U.S. and 
551 in the Caribbean. It was 
one of the deadliest Atlantic 
hurricanes on record.

For the upcoming Atlantic 
hurricane season, which runs 
from June 1 through Nov. 
30, forecasters predict a 45 
percent chance of an above-
normal season, a 35 percent 
chance of a  near-normal 
season, and only a 20 percent 
chance of a below-normal 
season.

“As a Florida resident, I 
am particularly proud of the 
important work NOAA does 
in weather forecasting and 

hurricane prediction,” said 
U.S. Secretary of Commerce 
Wilbur Ross. “These forecasts 
are important for both public 
safety and business planning, 

and are a crucial function of 
the federal government.”

Forecasters predict a 70 
percent likelihood of 11 to 
17 named storms (winds of 39 

mph or higher), of which 5 to 
9 could become hurricanes 
(winds of 74 mph or higher), 
including 2 to 4 major 
hurricanes (Category 3, 4 or 5; 
winds of 111 mph or higher). 
An average season produces 
12 named storms of which six 
become hurricanes, including 
three major hurricanes.

These numbers include 
Tropical Storm Arlene, a rare 
pre-season storm that formed 
over the eastern Atlantic in 
April.

“The outlook reflects our 
expectation of a weak or non-
existent El Nino, near- or 
above-average sea-surface 
temperatures across the 
tropical Atlantic Ocean and 

Above-normal hurricane season likely

Storms, page A8

ByAbraham Park 
Georgia Health News

This is the sixth in a series of articles 
reported in Northwest Georgia, an 
area rich in stories about unmet health 
needs and about people and programs 
making a difference. Georgia Health 
News and the health and medical 
journalism graduate program at UGA 
Grady College of Journalism and 
Mass Communication collaborated to 
produce this series, made possible by 
support from the Healthcare Georgia 
Foundation and the Institute of 
International Education.

The tan bungalow on the Gilbert 

Elementary School campus in 

LaFayette is scarcely bigger than a 

house trailer.

Although it could easily be 

mistaken for a temporary classroom, 

the building is a clinic. It’s one of 

six local medical clinics in rural 

Northwest Georgia run by Primary 

Healthcare Centers, a nonprofit that 

is designated as a federally qualified 

health center.

Five days a week, a team of 
nurses and a rotating cadre of 
pediatricians, nutritionists and 
dentists at the Gilbert Community 
Clinic see not just schoolchildren 
but Walker County residents of all 
ages.

“We try to be there for 
the community to serve their 
needs,” says Sandy Matheson, 
a spokesperson for Primary 
Healthcare Centers. “We take all 
insurances, Medicaid, Medicare, 
private-pay insurances, and then we 
also have a sliding-scale program 
for the uninsured. A good bit of our 
population are uninsured. We are all 
about affordable, accessible, quality 
health care for everyone in the 
community.”

Although the idea of a general 
medical clinic on the grounds of a 
public school sounds novel, it’s not 
a new idea in Georgia. Some Emory 
University pediatricians launched 
the state’s first school-based clinics 

Not just a school clinic, 
but a clinic at a school

By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

Primary Healthcare 
Centers proudly 
welcomed Dr. Lem 
Arnold to the Gilbert 
community and school-
based health clinic in 
LaFayette earlier this 
year.

Dr. Arnold is a board 
certified member of 
the American Academy 
of Pediatrics. He 
completed medical 
school and residency in 
Houston before moving 
to Atlanta where he 
served on the medical 
staff at Northside 
Hospital, in various 
leadership positions at 

Scottish Rite Children’s 
Hospital and with 
Kaiser Permanente.

After 37 years 
serving on the medical 
staff and at the apex of 
hospital administrative 
duties, Dr. Arnold 
went through what he 
describes as “a crisis 
of what I really wanted 
to do. 

“Yes, I was very good 
at administration, but I 
didn’t enjoy it —that’s 
part of why I’m here,” 
he said.

That realization, that 
“I missed the patient 
continuity” led his to 

Comprehensive, 
compassionate 

care delivered at 
Gilbert school 

Comprehensive medical and dental services are provided year round at Gilbert 

Elementary School. (Messenger photo/Mike O’Neal)

Dr. Lem Arnold examines a patient at Gilbert school.Gilbert , page A9

Arnold, page A9


