
About 90% of the scenes in 
“The Farmer and the Belle: 
Saving Santaland” were 
filmed in Walker County.
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By Beau Evans
Capitol Beat News Service

U.S. Sens. David Perdue 
and Kelly Loeffler, both Re-
publicans in tight runoff rac-
es to hold their seats, called 
on Georgia’s Republican 
secretary of state Monday 
to resign as state election 
officials continued brush-
ing aside unproven claims 
of ballot fraud.

The joint call from Perdue 
and Loeffler came shortly 
after the top elections man-

ager in Secretary of State 
Brad Raffensperger’s office 
dismissed a string of theo-
ries on ballot harvesting and 
computer glitches that Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s allies 

floated recently to sow doubt 
in Georgia’s election results.

As of Monday afternoon, 
Nov. 9, President-elect Joe 
Biden maintained a lead 
over Trump in Georgia of 
about 10,600 votes, leav-
ing the state on the cusp 
of flipping to a Democratic 
presidential nominee for the 
first time since 1992. State 
officials have until Nov. 20 
to certify the election results 
and a recount is also likely.

GOP Sens. Perdue, Loeffler call 
for secretary of state to resign

By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Multiple news 
outlets projected President-
elect Joe Biden the winner of 
Georgia’s 16 electoral votes 
Friday, Nov. 13, even as a 
hand recount of the state’s 
nearly 5 million votes be-
gan and lawsuits contin-
ued to surface challenging 
the results.

Projections putting Geor-
gia in Biden’s column cou-
pled with a projection ear-

lier Friday that 
the Democrat 
also had car-
ried Arizona 
gave Biden 
306 electoral 
votes to 232 
for President 
Donald Trump 
10 days after 

voters went to the polls. To 
win the presidency, a can-
didate must capture at least 
270 electoral votes.

With Biden leading Trump 
in Georgia by the narrow 
margin of just more than 
14,000 votes, Secretary of 
State Brad Raffensperger 
has ordered a hand recount 
of the presidential ballots, 
a first for the state. The re-
count got underway Fri-
day morning and is due to 
be completed by midnight 
Wednesday, Nov. 18.

Meanwhile, a Houston-
based group became the lat-
est to sue the state over the 
handling of the election. True 
the Vote filed suit Friday 
against Raffensperger and 
Gov. Brian Kemp, demand-
ing that the state launch an 
investigation to determine 
the number of illegal votes 
cast in Georgia.

“The election inconsisten-
cies displayed in Georgia 
deserve a thorough inves-
tigation in order to ensure 
that the voting rights of legal 
voters in the Peach State are 
defended,” said Catherine 
Engelbrecht, True the Vote’s 
founder and president.

“The events surrounding 
Georgia’s elections are a dis-
graceful representation of 
the election system in the 
United States. Our litiga-
tion seeks to follow the law, 
to find the facts, and to dis-
cover the vulnerabilities that 
exist in order to do a thor-
ough investigation of voter 
rolls to determine if actual 
illegal votes were cast and 
to ensure fair results of the 
most recent presidential 
election.”

The lawsuit targets eight 
counties: Chatham, DeKalb, 
Fulton, Clayton, Gwinnett, 
Cobb, Richmond, and Henry.

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

“Miracles can happen with a little 
love, family and faith” is the message 
of a Christmas movie filmed locally 
that will be shown Friday, Nov. 20, 
at the Walker County Civic Center.

“The Farmer and the Belle: Saving 
Santaland” follows a romance that 
sparks between a famous model and 
a farmer when she visits her childhood 
home, the model’s search to find a lost 
bracelet with special meaning to her, 
and the efforts to save the community’s 
beloved Santaland festival. The film’s 
message — truth of beauty is found-
ed in relationship to God — make the 
film stand out from other holiday fare.

“With so much content in the mar-
ketplace sending the wrong message to 
young girls, we wanted to offer a dif-
ferent perspective,” said Jenn Gotzon, 
who stars in and produced the film 
with her husband, Jim E. Chandler.

Too many women incorrectly learn 
as children that if they are beautiful, 
they are worthy of love, said Got-
zon, who is known as the “Queen of 
Faith Film.”

The film teaches “God’s view on 
beauty clearly seen in the Bible –- we 
are fearfully and wonderfully made,” 
she explained. “We are a treasured 
inheritance. It (the movie) puts the 
focus of beauty on the heart and how 
we serve and love others.” 

In addition to Gotzon (“My Daddy 
is in Heaven”) and Chandler (“Strang-
er Things” and AMC’S “Lodge 49”), 
the film also stars Corbin Bernsen 
(“Major League”), John Schneider 
(“The Dukes of Hazzard”) and Nata-
sha Bure (“Home Sweet Home” and 
“Fuller House”).

Chandler said many elements of 
the film were based on the history 
of his dating relationship with his 
wife, Gotzon. Much of the movie was 
filmed on McLemore Cove proper-
ty his family has owned since 1918.

“I really was a fish out of water” 
when she visited Chandler’s fam-
ily farm, said Gotzon, who lived in 
Pennsylvania at the time.

Her awkwardness on the farm and 
her personal journey with her self-
image as a professional model in 
China got her creative juices flowing. 
These ideas gelled when she thought 
of the tune “The Farmer in the Dell” 
and substituted the word “belle,” an-
other word for beauty.

While the duo hope watching their 
movie will become an annual holi-
day tradition for families, the film’s 
theme about self-worth is one they 
hope helps model a positive self-image 
of inner beauty for girls and women. 

“This really is a movie with a mes-
sage,” Chandler said.

Hallmark Channel and Lifetime 
both passed on the flick because 
its message did not strictly fit their 

molds for holiday movies, the cou-
ple explained. Netflix also declined 
to pick up the film. 

The sincerity of the message res-
onates the positive support it re-
ceived during its production and real 
touches incorporated in the movie. 
For example, the wedding scenes as 
the credits roll are the couple’s ac-
tual wedding.

The couple heaped praise on the 
Walker County Commissioner’s Office 
for its support and encouraged other 
filmmakers to consider the county 
when scouting locations.

“It’s night and day different” to 
film in Walker County than the 30 
plus other locations she has worked 
in previously, Gotzon said. Individ-
uals and businesses opened build-
ings for them to use for filming and 
loaned decorations, churches and 
restaurants donated food for the 
film crew, and residents showed up 
to be extras.

The couple are excited to have two 
showings in the community that wel-
comed them so graciously, but en-
courage those who cannot attend the 
showing at the civic center to find the 
movie on a video on demand or cable 
or to purchase it at a retailer. Gotzon 
also stated writing a review on Ama-
zon will help publicize the movie to 
boost viewership around the globe.

‘The Farmer and the Belle: Saving Santaland’ 
brings empowering message for girls, women
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Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger speaks during 
a news conference on Nov. 11 in Atlanta. Georgia election 
officials have announced an audit of presidential election 
results that will trigger a full hand recount.
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“The Farmer and 
the Belle: Saving 
Santaland” will debut 
on all major video on 
demand, cable and 
DVD platforms on 
Tuesday, Nov. 17.

There will be a public 
screening of the movie 
Friday, Nov. 20, at the 
Walker County Civic 
Center. Tickets are $8 in 
advance on Eventbrite. 
Seating is limited to 100 
for each showing due 
to COVID-19. For the 
5:30 p.m. show, go to 
https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/127367123495; 
for the 8:30 p.m. 
show, go to https://
www.eventbrite.
com/e/127367669127.

View the trailer 
at https://www.
thefarmerandthebelle.
net/shop/. For 
more information 
go to https://www.
thefarmerandthebelle.
net/shop/ or https://
www.facebook.com/
FarmerBelleFilm/.
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