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Local man shows off 
tomato plants that 
just keep growing 
taller.

 
See Page A11

Check out FHF Hair 
Design’s annual event to 
help local youth look 
their best before heading 
back to school. The styl-
ing salon is offering up 
free back to school hair 
cuts and supplies for 
youth aged 6 to 18 on Aug. 
1 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 
the shop located at 305 
Main St. Cedartown. Do-
nations are welcome for 
the rest of the month. Call 
FHF Hair Design at 678-
901-0643. 

The 4 the Kids Consign-
ment Sale to benefit Vic-
tory Baptist Church’s 
Stockings of Love Minis-
try will be held on Fri-
day, August 4 from 4 to 8 
p.m., and Saturday, Aug. 
5 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Fall 
and winter clothing, 
shoes, toys, accessories, 
bedding, infant equip-
ment, most anything for 
children and teens will 
be available at reason-
able prices. A half-price 
sale begins at 12 p.m. on 
Saturday.

Check out the Rockmart 
Farmers Market at the 
Silver Comet Trailhead 
behind Southcrest Bank 
on Thursdays from 2 to 6 
p.m. from now through 
Thanksgiving. Visit Rock-
martfarmersmarket.com 
for more information 
about vendors and up-
coming classes.

Please see Calendar A12

Audit notes 
provide 

additional 
allegations 
and open 

questions for 
all involved

Norman 
contends 

performance 
review by 

Aragon mayor 

Cedartown’s Bearden up for NEA Foundation award
The NEA 
Foundation 
Names Cedartown 
Educator to 
Receive National 
Award

From staff reports

Northside Elementary's 
Joshua Bearden has a lot 
of accomplishments un-
der his belt already, but 
he's about to get another 
one during the middle of 
the coming school year. 

Bearden - who doesn't 
like to brag on himself 
much, and believes that 
much of what's been 
achieved is only due to 
the hard work of his stu-
dents - is one of 38 educa-
tors who will be receiving 
a mouthful of an award - 
California Casualty Aw-
Questard for Teaching 
Excellence at the NEA 
Foundation’s Salute to 
Excellence. 

He'll be heading with 
local educator Dorothy 
Welch, who nominated 
him for the award, to 
Washington, D.C. in Feb-
ruary 2018 to receive the 
NEA Foundation's Sa-
lute to Excellence. It hon-

ors teachers who show " 
their dedication to the 
profession, community 
engagement, profession-
al development, atten-
tion to diversity, and ad-
vocacy for fellow educa-
tors," according to the re-
lease sent out by the or-
ganization. 

He said that after being 
prompted by Welch to 

participate and send in-
formation along to the 
Georgia Association of 
Educators about the 
Northside Elementary 
robotics program and the 
work done by himself and 
Kindergarten teacher La-
wana Gurley's efforts to 
introduce more Science, 

Contributed file

Northside Elementary fifth grade teacher 

Joshua Bearden students learned much at 

the Robotics camp in June. It’s one reason 

why he’s up for an NEA Foundation award.

Please see Bearden A16

By KEVIN MYRICK 
Editor

When Aragon's former 
city clerk Sandy Norman 
submitted her resigna-
tion in past weeks, she 
cited that it was over a 
bad performance review 
put into her records she 
felt was unfair. 

The performance re-
view in question as part 
of her personnel records 
includes what Mayor Gar-
ry Baldwin called con-
structive criticism, but 
what Norman believed 
weren't fair, especially 
comments that addressed 
her quality of work. 

A trio of her perfor-
mance reviews were 
made available as part of 
an Open Records Re-
quest made by the Stan-
dard Journal to inspect 
her personnel file, which 
also included a written 
reprimand that Norman 
stated came after she 
sent a personal email to 
Baldwin after hours one 
night. 

Please see Norman A3

All about 
fun at 

Homespun
Photos by Tyler Williams/Standard Journal 

Rockmart’s annual celebration of all 

things local - from the annual 5K to raise 

money for local youth’s back to school 

supplies to the all the vendors and rides 

for the whole family - took place over the 

weekend. Check out more photos and 

coverage from the 40th year of 

Homespun on Page A9. 

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

Editor's note: Due to the 
nature of this topic and the 
need for further investiga-
tion, this will be the first in 
a multi-part series on the 
audit notes generated dur-
ing conversations with of-
ficers in the Polk County 
Police Department and 
County Attorney Brad Mc-
Fall. More articles will fol-
low in the weeks to come to 
further explore the allega-
tions made within after 
documents requested in an 
effort to follow up more 
thoroughly are delivered 
and can be fully examined. 
Since the allegations made 
during the audit contain 
unproven allegations, we 
will not be including the 
name of any officer at this 
time. 

When County Attorney 
Brad McFall provided 
his assessment of what 
has been happening at 
the Polk County Police 
Department following 
the letter sent by Sheriff 
Johnny Moats making al-
legations against fellow 
law enforcement officers, 
he told the County Com-
mission before the re-
lease of those notes they 
wouldn't be a pleasant 
read. 

He wasn't joking. 

Please see Audit A2

By KEVIN MYRICK
Editor

When looking at the au-
dit notes as a whole, 
there are allegations and 
conspiracy claims on 
both sides of the issue, 
with some making specif-
ic complaints and others 
pointing toward specific 
officers who are the prob-
lem. 

Officers in the audit 
also made specific claims 
about public figures in 
the nature of which re-
quired responses from 
those figures, ranging 
from Sheriff Johnny 
Moats using this as a pow-
er play to take over the 
Police Department, to a 
clandestine meeting be-
tween commissioners, 
police officers and Moats.

Three of those people 
claimed to have been in-
volved in that meeting 'at 
the middle school' all 
deny the charge as rumor, 
and potential political 
motivations behind why 
Moats sent his note in 
early May to the board. 

Commissioners Jenni-
fer Hulsey and Scotty Til-
lery both denied the 
meeting ever happened 
along with Moats when 
sought for response 
about the specific charg-
es. 

Specifically, Moats said 
that he's never met with 
one of the officers al-
leged to have been at that 
meeting, but that he had 
spoken with him by tele-
phone at the time. 

That officer - who also 
said he was one of the 18 
to go to Moats - did later 
meet the Sheriff, he said. 

"I've met with him since 
the letter came out, but 

Please see Comment A3

Officials 
comment 
on audit 
charges


