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Young 
Artists

By Bradley Hunter, and 
eighth-grader at Ashworth 
Middle School

By Alexander Garcia, a 
sixth-grader at Ashworth 
Middle School

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

Candidates Forum draws voters

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

A few dozen voters turned up for the Gordon 
County Chamber of Commerce’s Candidates Fo-
rum on Thursday evening at the Depot in down-
town Calhoun, an event that saw eight of the 20 

individuals listed on the Nov. 5 ballot speak.
All of the candidates in attendance were al-

lowed five minutes to introduce themselves and 
talk about their reasons for running, while the 
five candidates present who are running in con-
tested races also took questions from a panel of 
media representatives and high school students.

Al Edwards, who currently holds the Calhoun 
City Council Post 2 seat, and Judy Peterson, 
who is challenging for that position, were both 
in attendance.

Edwards spoke first and shared his background 
and experience. He’s been in the Post 2 job for 

12 years, and before that he spent 12 years on 
the board of education. He also talked about his 
family, including his father and grandfather’s 
service on the council and as mayor.

Peterson shared her story of being a retired 
educator who has found a new passion in vol-
unteer work. She said she knows the value of 
giving back.

Both candidates were asked about low pub-
lic participation in government meetings, and 
both agreed it is an issue.

 ♦ Eight of the 20 Calhoun and Gordon 
County candidates on the Nov. 5 ballot 
attended the event. 

County 
millage rate 
passes 5-0

 ♦ Two people speak 
against the rate at the 
third public hearing held 
by the Gordon County 
Board of Commissioners.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

The Gordon County Board of 
Commissioners approved by a 
5-0 vote Tuesday evening the 
proposal to maintain the cur-
rent millage rate for property 
taxes of 9.631 mills for fiscal 
year 2019-2020.

While not an increased rate, 
the proposed tax levy is an in-
crease of 0.728 mills over the 
rollback millage rate of 8.903 
and requires an increase in 
property taxes of 8.18%.

Two people spoke out against 
the rate during the third public 
hearing conducted before the 
vote Monday.

Victoria Choate told commis-
sioners that she felt compelled 
to attend the meeting to let them 
know that there were people 
in opposition after reading in 
the Calhoun Times that only 
two people spoke at the previ-
ous two hearings. She said not 
everyone reads the newspaper 
or listens to local news radio.

“So they weren’t even aware 
of it,” Choate said.

She told commissioners that 
while she wasn’t familiar with the 
details of the budget, she won-
dered if they had explored op-
tions to cut costs, such as layoffs 
or the merging of department 
heads to reduce employee costs.

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

Owner Sabrina Holsom-
back will be officially open-
ing her salon The Blonde 
on Mane, located at 350 
S. Wall St., this morning 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Those 
who attend the event will 
be entered into a drawing 
for free salon T-shirts and 
products. Refreshments 
will also be provided.

Complete with numer-
ous styling, shampoo and 
drying stations for clients, 
Holsomback said the salon 
has been a labor of love 
for her. She worked in the 

same building as a stylist 
under different ownership 

and said she purchased the 
building in August, when 

it became available, be-
cause she wanted to keep 
seeing her regular clients 
and stay in the area. It took 
two days and two nights 
to renovate the space and 
brand it with its new name, 
which is inspired both by 
Holsomback’s signature 
blonde hair and her love 
for horses.

“I work on H&H Farms 
too, so I’m horse crazy, 
which is where the ‘mane’ 
part of the name came from,” 
she said. “And blonde came 
from me and the girls be-
ing blonde.”

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

The third annual Future Fest career expo 
returned to Georgia Northwestern Techni-
cal College on Thursday, introducing more 
than 800 Calhoun City and Gordon County 
eighth graders to a variety of career oppor-
tunities available to them in Gordon County 
and Northwest Georgia.

More than a dozen organizations partici-
pated in the event, allowing students to take 
part in interactive learning experiences and 
providing them with information on careers 
in engineering, manufacturing, health, educa-
tion, skilled trades, police service and more. 
Participating organizations included North 

Georgia EMC, Coca-Cola, Apache Mills, Mo-
hawk, Shaw, First Bank, Learning Labs Inc., 
Advance Rehabilitation Physical Therapy, 
Georgia Northwestern, Gordon County Fire 
Rescue, Gordon County 911 and Food City.

“Future Fest is a wonderful opportunity 
for all eighth graders to experience an in-
teractive work simulation from local busi-
ness and industry. This allows students to 
explore career options in Gordon County 
that, without this experience, they may have 
never known about,” said Leah Braddy, the 
Career, Technical and Agricultural Educa-
tion director and Work-Based Learning co-
ordinator for Gordon County Schools.

The Blonde on Mane Salon

Downtown salon opening today

Students plan for what’s next at Future Fest

Kelcey Caulder 

Owner Sabrina Holsomback and husband Travis Holsomback pose outside of The Blonde on Mane with stylists April 
Childers, Angie Herndon, and Shayne Robertson, and assistant Brittany Nichols.

Kelcey Caulder 

Shaw’s Brian Cooksey asks students to write down a 
description of what they hope their future will be like at 
Future Fest 2019.

Kelcey Caulder 

The Blonde on Mane Salon will hold its grand opening 
on Saturday, Oct. 6 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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