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Support Our House 
Women’s Shelter and 
enjoy a night of comedy at 
the Cedartown Performing 
Arts Center coming up on 
Friday night, Jan. 25 from 
7 to 9 p.m. starring Kenn 
Kington and featuring 
Kay Dodd. Tickets are 
$10 in advance and $12 
at the door. All proceeds 
go to the Our House 
Women’s Shelter. Visit 
StandUpForHope.com 
to purchase tickets now.

Ferst Readers of Polk 
County will hold its 
annual Afternoon with 
the Authors on Sunday, 
Feb. 24 from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at In The Woods in 
Rockmart. We welcome 
donations throughout 
the year to fund the over 
1,100 children in Polk 
County who receive free 
books each month. Ferst 
Readers is dedicated to 
early childhood literacy, 
mailing books to children 
ages birth to their fifth 
birthday. 

The Polk County Police 
Department is teaming 
up with Blood Assurance 
on Monday, Feb. 4 for an 
upcoming blood drive in 
the Polk County Board of 
Commissioners meeting 
room at the department’s 
headquarters at 73 Cline 
Ingram Jackson Road, 
Cedartown. The drive will 
be held from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Visit bloodassurance.
org/polkpd, call 1-800-
962-0628 or text BAGIVE 
to  444999 now to 
schedule an appointment. 
All donors are entered to 
win a $250 Zale’s gift card 
ahead of Valentine’s Day!

Staff reports

The annual celebrations of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. got underway 
this weekend and continued through 
Monday after press time as the 
community came out to remember 
the legacy of America’s civil rights 
champion. 

Book fairs, breakfasts, walks 
and the wrap-up celebration at the 
Cedartown Performing Arts Center 
were all part of the events held to 
honor King and those who have in 
years past pushed forward the need 
for equal rights across the country. 

Along with the Youth Working 
Toward a “Speedy” Awareness, the 
Community Relations Commission 
and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Organization of Cedartown all held 
events starting last Thursday and 

wrapping up this past Monday night. 
A large crowd gathered on Saturday 

morning to celebrate during the 
annual Community Relations 
Commission’s annual MLK Breakfast. 

The Rev. James Wright Jr. of Cedar 
Springs Baptist Church of Cedartown 
provided this year’s address to the 
annual breakfast, and centered 
his message around the need for 
transformation in the way Christians 
believe and vote. 

“United We Stand” was the topic 
last Saturday he was asked to speak 
on, but he said that it was hard to 
discuss the topic because “the country 
is divided in 50 different ways.” 

He pointed out to the audience 
at the breakfast that they needed to 
transform all parts of themselves to 
be better Christians, and that would 
lead to greater unity between people. 

Wright called for the crowd to come 
together, and said the work toward 
unity requires daily work to reach 
out to all and stand up for “Christian 
rights.” “We must love, because love 
conquers all things,” Wright said.

As the celebrations over the 
weekend continued for Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day, Cedartown’s Friendship 
Baptist Church hosted their sixteenth 
annual MLK Jr. “Youth” Infusion 
celebration on Sunday evening. 

The organization and other 
sponsors used the gathering to hand 
out the community and leadership 
awards, let youth show off their 
talents, and honor local civil rights 
trailblazers for their work and 
progress towards a better society 
over the weekend.

Remaining ‘united’ 
in King’s legacy

Community gathers in several events during weekend 
to celebrate Martin Luther King Jr.

Aragon council 
continues to 
raise concerns 
over finances

Chamber members join together for 2019 breakfast

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Is the City of Aragon about 
to run out of money? 

That’s a question of real 
concern the City Council wants 
to know for sure, but didn’t get 
a completely straight answer 
out of Mayor Garry Baldwin 
during their January work 
session and later in last week’s 
regular meeting. 

Especially when funds were 
tight at the time of writing over 
the weekend. 

Council members Candace 
Seiz and Judd Fee both 
expressed their concerns over 
the finances during the city’s 
January work session, and their 
dismay that money was being 
spent over what is coming in 
from monthly income. 

“We’re talking about 
spending and how much has 
been spent this year, and we’re 
sitting here baffled about how 
much has actually been spent,” 
Seiz said. “I think it would be 
good to have a breakdown. 
More of an overview of what 
was spent on equipment versus 
turnover, and so forth…” 

Fee continued the discussion 
by questioning why the 
problems still linger. 

“I do have a problem with the 
finances,” Fee said. “It’s been 
ongoing every month all year 
long, with nothing being done. 
If I have to stand up and say 
no… the monthly expenses are 
exceeding what we’re bringing 
in. And it’s month after month 
after month. We can’t operate 
like that.” 

They asked for Financial 
Consultant Rick Hartley, 
already scheduled to come 
to the city for several days to 
prepare audits and budget 
amendments, to explain what’s 
happening. 

Based on the city’s own bank 
statements, they could be in 
trouble. 

In financial statements 
provided by city officials, the 
current account balances as 
of Friday, Jan. 18 were for the 
general fund at $16,335.59. The 
Special Assets Account that 
previously had at one point 
more than $200,000 invested 
in it is now at $20,172.74. The 
SPLOST 2014 account sits at 
only $10,231.87. 

SPLOST recreation funds 
also include an $88,038.61 
balance in the bank. However 
the problem is that technically 
speaking, funds generated 
for SPLOST can only be used 
for projects or purchases 
designated in specific areas, 
like recreation or public safety 
equipment, and so on. 

As of the end of December, 
payroll after tax deductions 
and medical insurance totaled 
$23,603.61. That doesn’t 
include monthly expenses 
like court fees paid out, inmate 
housing, utilities and much 
more. 

Baldwin provided several 
explanations during the work 
session as to why funds were 
so tight. He said first that 
though money was allocated 
in different parts of the budget, 
and money in other places 
that can be used to pay for 
expenses in the meantime and 
the council would have to go 
through a budget re-alignment 
process to allocate funds from 
one place to the other. 

Staff reports

Numbers of participants 
in the Polk County 
Chamber of Commerce 
grew as they all celebrated 
together and drew the 
winner of a $1,000 
prize during their annual 
membership appreciation 
breakfast. 

It turns out that April 
Welch, who just finished 
a stint helping out with 
the Chamber and the 
Development Authority 
of Polk County and just 
moved to take a new job, 
had the winning ticket 
for the Holiday gift card 
drawing. 

W e l c h  m o v e d  t o 
Newnan to take on 
Dean of Students at 
West Georgia Technical 
College in past weeks, and 
wasn’t present for last 
week’s drawing. Chamber 
Executive Director Blair 
Elrod said afterward that 
Welch would be thrilled 

to have the prize and 
already promised to use 

the funds to “pay her 
tithes at church.” 

Last  Wednesday’s 
annual meeting also 
marked a changing of 
the guard for 2019, as 
Debbie Ross came on as 
the new board chair and 
replaced Elizabeth Walls, 
who served in the role in 
2018. 

Ross said to Chamber 
members during the 
breakfast she looked 
forward to the challenge 
of adding to the roles in 
the year to come along 
with preparing for the 
42nd annual Homespun 
Festival and much more. 

Elrod added in her 
address to the gathered 
C h a m b e r  m e m b e r s 
that her goal was to 
find additional value 
propositions for those 
who are part of the 
organization in 2019. 

“We here at the chamber 
hold our annual breakfast 
as a way to celebrate 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

T h e  C e d a r t o w n  C i t y 
Commission saw a changing 
of the guard for the start of 
2019 at their opening meeting 
of the year with a new chair 
and vice chair taking charge 
of the board. 

Commissioner Matt Foster 
was voted unanimously by 

the board to take over for 
Commissioner Jordan Hubbard 
to take over as chair for the 
year, and Commissioner Dale 
Tuck will take over the Vice 
Chair position as the first order 
of business for the board’s 
January session. 

Foster praised Hubbard’s 
leadership during his tenure 
as chair at the meeting’s tail 
end, and echoed comments from 
his fellow commissioners about 
how well they’ve all worked 
together over the years in 
follow-up comments. 

Foster voted as new Chair, Tuck as Vice Chair to start year for Cedartown Commission
Commissioners 

Matt Foster 
and Jordan 

Hubbard 
traded the 

gavel on 
Monday night 
as Foster took 

over as the 
chair for the 
Cedartown 
board from 

Hubbard.

♦
Kevin Myrick See CALENDAR, A10

See BREAKFAST, A5

See MLK, A6

See COUNCIL, A8

See FOSTER, A3

 ♦  City also celebrates 
employees, pending 
retirement of Assistant Fire 
Chief Scott Jackson

Polk County Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 
Blair Elrod and 2019 Chamber Board Chair Debbie Ross 
drew the name of the winner for the $1,000 grand prize 
for the Holiday Gift Card program that ran through mid-
January. The winner was April Welch. / Kevin Myrick 

Apostle Trixie Morgan lent her voice to the proceedings of the 2019 MLK Jr. Breakfast at the Cedar Lake Christian 
Center in Cedartown on Saturday morning, Jan. 19. / Kevin Myrick 


