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Polk County Outreach 
Ministries, Inc. will dis-
tribute free food boxes at 
Turner Street Center, 254 
Turner St., in Cedartown, 
on Oct. 17 from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. COVID-19 guide-
lines will be followed and 
volunteers will bring boxes 
to cars. For more informa-
tion call 706-409-5572 or 
678-986-1939.

The Cedartown Exchange 
Club is hosting a rummage 
sale and car show at the Polk 
County Fairgrounds Oct. 17 
to benefit the Cedartown 
Exchange Club Scholar-
ship Program. The event 
is open to the public from 
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. The cost 
is $2 per vehicle. Slots are 
available on a first-come, 
first-served basis for $25. 
Throttle Jockeys will have 
a car show with prizes of 
$150, $100 and $50. Hand 
sanitizer will be available at 
every booth. For more infor-
mation and to register for a 

Out of an abundance of caution, 

The Standard Journal office remains 

closed to the public. Please contact 

us at the following phone numbers or 

email addresses so we may assist you.

Newsroom/Editor:

Phone: 770-748-1520, Ext. 2

Email: jstewart@polkstandard-

journal.com

Legal Ads:

Phone: 770-748-1520, Ext. 1

Email: sjlegals@polkstandard-

journal.com

Classified Ads:

Phone: 770-748-1520, Ext. 1

Email: beasterwood@polkstan-

dardjournal.com

Advertising:

Phone: 770-773-6467

Email: bsteele@polkstandard-

journal.com

Circulation/Subscriptions:

Phone: 706-290-5200

Email: circulation@npco.com

From the newsroom

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart 

@PolkStandardJournal.com

A new, revised proposal to build 
an agriculture education center 
near the center of Polk County 
has put new emphasis on trying 
to get the county’s help in mak-
ing it a reality.

Jeff Hawkins with the Polk Coun-
ty Cattlemen’s Association, along 
with other members and agricul-
ture teachers from both Rockmart 
and Cedartown schools, present-
ed the proposal during the Polk 
County Commission’s work ses-
sion on Monday, Oct. 5.

The delegation requested the 
county commit $600,000 for prop-
erty, architectural drawings, and 
relative engineering and environ-
mental studies to get the project off 
of the ground. The money would go 
toward the purchase of 13.16 acres 
of land in the Fish Creek area near 
U.S. 278 and Bethlehem Road.

Hawkins said a group of residents 
called Friends of Agriculture, which 
has been provisionally approved 
for non-profit status, would then 
step in to raise $1 million for the 
project while also working together 
with the county to finish the facil-
ity at a remaining estimated cost 
of $3 million.

Commissioners discussed the 
project with Hawkins but ultimate-
ly did not take up the issue during 
their business meeting on Oct. 6.

“Obviously this has been an is-
sue and topic of discussion for 
months on months, and for some 
of the commissioners in the past, 
myself included, it’s boiled down 
to whether it is a wanted or need-
ed item,” Commission Chairman 
Hal Floyd said.

“This is more than we’ve had 
in the past, and I think it’s worth 
a look at.”

Commissioner Linda Liles, who 
owns a small cattle farm, said she 
appreciated Hawkins and the group 
presenting the revised proposal, 
but noted that they would have 
to take it to the commission’s fi-
nance committee first for it to be 
properly considered.

Hawkins reiterated that agri-
culture was one of the main in-
dustries in Polk County and the 
center would have many uses, 
from an outdoor livestock area to 
an indoor multi-purpose arena, 
classrooms, a commercial kitch-
en for hands-on nutrition classes 
and a cannery.

“To me, I look at this as a ben-
efit for Polk County residents,” 
Hawkins said, adding that the 
COVID-19 pandemic had brought 
more people back to agriculture, 
if just on a small scale.

“So to have something like this 
would be an educational advan-
tage for residents. I understand 
you’ve got to look at the budgets, 
but look at it as a break-even deal 
and providing a service to the 
community.”

S
chool spirit will be 
in abundance this 
week at Cedartown 

High School as students, 
faculty and staff celebrate 
Homecoming.

While some normal events 
will not be happening be-
cause of efforts to maintain 
physical distancing, a se-
nior representative from 
the homecoming court will 
be crowned at halftime of 
Friday’s varsity football 
game against Pickens at 
Doc Ayers Field.

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart 

@PolkStandardJournal.com

The exact details of a shoot-
ing in Cedartown that left a 
man dead and the shooter 
cooperating with police were 
still being investigated late 
Friday afternoon.

Cedartown Police Chief 
Jamie Newsome said the 

person who shot and killed 
Kevin Quillian at 201 La 
Vista Ave. in Cedartown 
around 12:45 p.m. on Fri-
day remained on the scene 
and was cooperative from 
the start.

According to Cedartown 
Police, Quillian, 40, was 
killed by a gunshot wound 
and pronounced dead at the 
scene. Police made it clear 

in the release there was no 
threat to public safety and the 
shooter had been identified 
and was cooperating with 
them in the investigation.

Newsome said no charges 
had been filed and he could 
not say whether or not the 
shooting was accidental. He 
added that they would re-
lease further information 
concerning the shooting 

early in the week.
Quillian, from Cedar-

town, had been involved 
in previous instances with 
police, including in March, 
2010, when he was alleg-
edly shot in the upper part 
of his leg following an al-
tercation with his father at 
a residence on the corner 
of Blanche Road and La 
Vista Avenue.

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

The Polk County Office of Elections and 
Registration has moved forward with a new 
way to try and cut down on wait times at 
the polls while also helping those with ab-
sentee ballots.

Director Lee Ann George told the board 
of elections last week that they will provide 
a way for anyone who receives an absentee 
ballot to bring it with them to their polling 
place on Nov. 3 and have the option to fill it 

out and place it in a secure drop box, or have 
it officially canceled by a poll worker and vote 
in person on one of the voting machines.

Taking absentee ballots at polling places 

Shooter remains at scene 
after killing man in Cedartown

‘It’s the volume’

Group 
submits 
new ag 
center 
proposal

Junior representatives on this year’s CHS homecoming court are Gracee 
Privett (from left), Gracie McElwee, Rossy Cruz and Alyssa Griffin.

Jeremy Stewart

Cedartown High School will celebrate Homecoming Friday night during the football game against Pickens at Doc 
Ayers Field. Senior representatives on this year’s homecoming court are Daisy Cruz-Rangel (front row, from left), 
Emily Haney, Reagan Peek, Avigail Torres, Ava Allred (back row, from left) and Lindsey Lee.

See CALENDAR, A2

Kevin Quillian, 40, was shot 
Friday afternoon at a 
residence on La Vista Avenue

CHS celebrates 
Homecoming Friday

Left: Sophomore representatives on this year’s CHS homecoming court are Edy Lee (from left), Maritza Nunez, 
Amyia Powell and Abigail Glen. Right: Freshmen representatives on this year’s CHS homecoming court are Logan 
Little (from left), Jacqueline Segura, Emily Barker and Hayze Griffin.

Elections office preparing for record turnout on Nov. 3

Jeremy Stewart

Polk County Elections Director Lee Ann George and her staff 
have been working to make sure things go smoothly and 
quickly for voters on election day.

MORE INSIDE

For more on the Nov. 3 election, 

including a sample ballot and candidate 

Q&As, see Page B4.

See ELECTION, A3


