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By Dave Williams
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA — Former U.S. 
Sen. Johnny Isakson was 
remembered Thursday, Jan. 
6, as a bipartisan leader in 
partisan times who believed 
in doing the right thing re-
gardless of politics.

“I saw the real Johnny up 
close and personal,” former 
Sen. Saxby Chambliss, who 
served with Isakson in the 
Senate for a decade, said 
during a memorial service 
at Peachtree Road United 
Methodist Church. “The 
conversation always came 
down to, ‘We’ve got to do 
what’s right.’ “

Isakson died Dec. 19 at age 

76 after a six-year battle with 
Parkinson’s disease. The Re-
publican from Cobb County 
had retired two years earlier 
due to Parkinson’s and other 
health issues.

Isakson, who founded a 
real estate business, spent 45 
years in public service, win-
ning seven straight elections 
from 1976 through 1988 and 
14 of 17 elections overall.

His career included a stint 
in the Georgia House, where 
he served as minority leader. 
After losing the 1990 guber-
natorial election to Demo-
crat Zell Miller, he bounced 
back to win a seat in the state 
Senate.

Johnny Isakson celebrated as a compassionate bipartisan

During Dec. 16-31, 2021, the Geor-
gia Department of Health conducted 
inspections at 16 food services in Ca-
toosa and Walker counties.

Of those inspected, five earned a 
perfect score of 100, while 11earned 
a score in the 90s (A).

Scores are original and do not nec-
essarily reflect on-the-spot changes, 
which sometimes lead to upward ad-
justments.

CATOOSA COUNTY
TURNBUCKLE BAR & GRILL 

INC.

61 RBC DR RINGGOLD
Inspection date: 12-16-2021
Score: 100
BURGER KING

831 BATTLEFIELD PKWY FT. 
OGLETHORPE

Inspection date: 12-17-2021
Score: 95
Observed grease build-up on the 

walls in the kitchen near the to-go 
monitor. Food debris was also ob-
served on top of the fryer equipment 
station. CA: PIC will schedule a deep 
cleaning with staff. Repeat Violation. 
Correct By: 12/27/2021

Observed back door to the kitchen 
with a damaged self-closing device. 
The door was unable to close on its 
own and is a potential risk for pest 
control. CA: PIC stated a repair or-
der had already been placed and will 
call again to emphasize the need for 
service. New Violation. Correct By: 
12/27/2021

Remarks: Discussed employee 
health records, hand-washing pro-
cedures, & plumbing maintenance 
with PIC.

FAMOUS WOK

3040 BATTLEFIELD PKWY FORT 
OGLETHORPE

Inspection date: 12-17-2021
Score: 92
Observed cooked foods held over 

24 hours without date mark. Food 
included various batches and con-
tainers of cooked chicken and cooked 
noodles. CA: PIC discarded TCS foods 
Corrected On-Site. New Violation.

Observed frozen chicken being 

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp tout-
ed the resiliency of Georgians in 
responding to the pandemic as 
the reason the state and manu-
facturers like Roper Corp. are 
faring so well.

Kemp, speaking Jan. 7. during 
a visit to Roper Corp. in LaFay-
ette, commended Georgians for 
not being “too scared to work” 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The governor and several state 
and local officials were on hand to 
celebrate last month’s announce-
ment that GE Appliances, Roper’s 
parent company, will invest $118 
million to boost production capac-
ity, advance manufacturing tech-
nology and add more than 600 
jobs at the range manufacturer. 
The expansion is scheduled to be 

completed in 2024.
“Protecting livelihoods meant 

just as much as protecting lives” 
during the pandemic, he said, 
adding that his administration 
wanted to make sure the state’s 
current and future workforce will 

have economic opportunity and 
prosperity.

He asserted that “this great vic-
tory” happened because state gov-
ernment allowed manufacturers to 
control their own destinies, rather 
than taking a top-down approach 
and shutting them down during 
the pandemic, he said.

Roper President Lois Crandell 
said the plant is hiring and offers 
competitive pay and benefits, in-
cluding offering benefits on the 
first day of employment; Roper 
recently increased the wage $1 
per hour. Kemp shared that an 
employee could earn the same 
pay at Roper without commuting 
to Chattanooga.

Roper is working with local ed-
ucators to ensure students will 
be prepared for the increasing 

Governor Kemp visits 
LaFayette manufacturer 
Roper Corp. to celebrate 

announced expansion

Restaurant 
inspections

Catherine Edgemon

Roper Corp. President Lois Crandell 
welcomes Gov. Brian Kemp to the 
plant.

Catherine Edgemon

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp emphasizes the investment and jobs created by the expansion at Roper Corp. reflect 
the resiliency of Georgians despite the pandemic.

Inspections for 
Catoosa and Walker 
counties for Dec. 16-31

EXPLANATION OF GRADE/
SCORE AND ACRONYMS

Inspections are conducted by 

Environmental Health Services, 

a division of the county health 

departments.

A: Food safety excellence with a 

numerical score of 90 to 100.

B: Satisfactory compliance with 

a numerical score of 80 to 89.

C: Marginal compliance with a 

numerical score of 70 to 79.

U: Unsatisfactory compliance 

with a numerical score of 69 or 

less.

CA: Corrective action

PIC: Person in charge

TCS: Time/temperature control 

for safety

CFSM: Certified food safety 

manager
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Local and state officials are on hand to celebrate the expansion at Roper Corp. in LaFayette. From left are 
Walker County Commissioners Robert Blakemore and Mark Askew, Northwest Georgia Joint Development Author-
ity Board Chairman Chip Catlett, State Rep. Mike Cameron, Marty Kemp, Gov. Brian Kemp, Roper Corp. President 
Lois Crandell, LaFayette Mayor Andy Arnold, Walker County Board of Commissioners Chairman Shannon Whit-
field, former Walker County Economic Development Director Robert Wardlaw, Northwest Georgia Joint Develop-
ment Authority project manager Spencer Hogg and Walker County Economic Development Director Stephanie 
Watkins.

Former U.S. 
Sen. Johnny 
Isakson was 
memorialized 
in a service 
Thursday in 
Atlanta. 
Local, state, 
and federal 
elected 
officials 
packed 
Peachtree 
Road United 
Methodist 
Church to pay 
tribute to the 
late leader.
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