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By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Fort Oglethorpe officials recently renewed a 
working agreement between its police depart-
ment and the Lookout Mountain Drug Task Force 
and afterwards took time to remember Cmdr. 
Pat Doyle, who died a couple of weeks earlier.

Fort Oglethorpe Police Chief Mike Helton pre-
sented a memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
on the matter to the City Council during its first 
meeting of the year on Monday night, Jan. 14

“The city has adjoined with the Lookout 
Mountain Drug Task Force and the other agen-
cies within the judicial circuit for a number of 
years now,” Helton said. “We’ve had an officer 
attached to the task force for years. There’s no 
additional cost to us at all and there’s nothing 
budget-wise.”

The board unanimously approved the MOU; 
however, Doyle was on everyone’s minds

Although the agreement will keep up the PD’s 
working relationship with the Lookout Mountain 
Drug Task Force, Helton and the council made 

it a point to recognize Doyle’s contributions to 
the task force and the community as both an 
officer of the law and a family man.

“He was pretty well known and very respected 
in this community,” Mayor Earl Gray said.

Doyle died Dec. 30 after a battle with cancer. 
He was 47 years old.

Chief Helton, who knew Doyle a long time, 
explained how he was a great lawman and a 
proud father.

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Nearly nine years after being 
acquitted on child molestation 
charges, former Chickamauga kin-
dergarten teacher Tonya Craft was 
sworn in as an attorney Friday after-
noon, Jan. 18, in Hamilton County, 
Tennessee.

America learned Tonya Craft’s 
name while watching her fight for 
her freedom in Catoosa County 
Superior Court in 2010. She was 
accused of molesting three young 
girls, including her daughter, and 
was ultimately found not guilty on 
all counts — 22 in all — after a long, 
community-dividing trial.

Now, nine years later, she’ll be 
spending a lot more time in court-
rooms after being sworn in as an 
attorney, hell-bent on defending the 
falsely accused.

“Once I was sworn in, it was like 
‘yeah, I can finally breathe,’” Craft 
said of the Jan. 18 ceremony. “It was 
really emotional, but in a good way.”

The day of the verdict, May 11, 
2010, Craft stood surrounded by 
her four-man defense team and a 
full courtroom of spectators as each 
“not guilty” verdict was read aloud 
from the booming voice of longtime 
Clerk of Court Norman Stone.

Later that evening, during a cel-
ebration at her parents’ East Ridge, 
Tennessee, home, Craft said the 
ordeal renewed an interest in poten-
tially going to law school. She said 
she wanted to help others get through 
situations like hers.

Now, after regaining custody of 
her children, publishing a book, con-
sulting on cases, and finishing law 
school and finally conquering the 
bar exam, Craft can be an advocate 
for the falsely accused in a full-time 
capacity.

“It was a process,” Craft said of 
her law degree pursuit. “After four 
years of commuting to Nashville and 
it taking me three times to pass the 
bar exam, it was tough.”

Craft said the bar exam hurdle was 
difficult for her, but that didn’t divert 
from her from her goal of becoming 
an attorney. “I don’t care. I am not 
ashamed of it,” Craft said. “I’m not 
ashamed of that because I didn’t 
quit. … I didn’t pass it the first or 
the second time, but I did the third.”

Although her accomplishment 
was a big deal, Craft said, after the 
celebration was over, she switched 
right back to mom mode.

“After the swearing-in and the cel-
ebration, my daughter was cheering 
at a basketball game, so I changed 
out of those clothes. I put on sweats 
and a sweatshirt and went out to 
watch her,” Craft recalled. “The most 
important thing is being a mom, 
so I got done and then went to that 
game she was cheering at.”

Now that everything is official, 
Craft is focused on building her office 
and getting to work on more cases 
involving the falsely accused.

Since her acquittal, she’s already 
consulted on numerous cases and 
served as a family mediator.

QUEST FULFILLED
Tonya Craft is sworn in as an attorney in Hamilton County, Tenn., on Friday afternoon, Jan. 18, nine years after be-
ing acquitted of child molestation charges. / Contributed

County to 
oversee Fort 
Oglethorpe 
elections
By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

The city of Fort Oglethorpe 
has reached an agreement with 
Catoosa County to oversee its 
municipal elections that’ll take 
place later this year.

During the Jan. 14 City Coun-
cil meeting, officials unani-
mously approved a new con-
tract in the amount of $13,403 
that puts the Catoosa County 
Board of Elections in charge 
of running the whole show.

“It’s an intergovernmental 
agreement with the Catoosa 
County Board of Elections and 
Registration to conduct elec-
tions on behalf of the city of 
Fort Oglethorpe,” said Fort 
Oglethorpe City Manager Jen-
nifer Payne-Simpkins. “We had 
an existing agreement similar 
to this, but this new agreement 
actually expands the duties at 
no additional cost to the city.”

Unlike in years past, pro-
spective candidates will now 
qualify at the Catoosa County 
Elections Office instead of Fort 
Oglethorpe City Hall.

Kemp adds 
funds to help 
ailing residents 
remain at home
By Andy Miller
Georgia Health News

Raghubir Singh and her hus-
band love their rural home, 
and they want to stay there.

Their medical problems, 
though, may force them to 
leave.

Raghubir is 75, has serious 
shoulder problems and had 
surgery recently. And that’s 
not the worst of it.

“My husband is a pretty sick 
man,’’ she says. Surinder Singh, 
82, has heart, lung and kidney 
conditions, as well as diabetes. 
He was recently hospitalized 
for nine days, she adds.

“How can I take care of him?’’ 
she asks. “I need some help 
now.”

The Singhs, who have been 
in Georgia for more than 40 
years, are on a waiting list to 
receive government services 
through a home and commu-
nity waiver. The aid could mean 
help with bathing, dressing, 
meals, housekeeping, home 
health services, or respite for 
caregivers.

Potential good news for 
those on the waiting list came 
recently. 

Fort Oglethorpe renews task force agreement
City Council remembers commander for contributions to law enforcement, community

Tonya Craft sworn in as attorney 9 years 
after acquittal on molestation charges

See RENEWS, A6

See ELECTION, A3

See STAY HOME, A6 See CRAFT, A3

The day she was acquitted, May 11, 2010, Craft (bottom right) said she 
wanted to go to law school and become an attorney. Standing from left: At-
torneys Cary S. King, Scott King, and Clancy Covert. Sitting, from left: Dr. 
Demosthenes Lorandos and Tonya Craft. / File

‘Once I was sworn in, it 
was like ‘yeah, I can 
finally breathe.’ It was 
really emotional, but in 
a good way.’

Tonya Craft


