
Tiger baseball standouts 

make college choices 

official

Sports, page B1

Wednesday, November 21, 2018

Vol. 65, No. 47 ♦ Three sections ♦ 7513 Nashville St., Ringgold, Ga. ♦ 706-935-2621

To report

news or

for home

delivery,

call

935-2621

75 cents

Email: catoosacountynews@catoosanews.com Website: catoosawalkernews.com

For the 
latest 
on local 
news, 
visit 
catoosawalkernews.
com.

INDEX
Calendar C2

Church C3

Classified C5

Crossword B6

Editorial A4

FOPD report A8, A10

Legals C6

Obituaries A2

Sports B1

Boynton Elementary 

School teacher Liz 

Kennedy-Stanfield is 

Catoosa County Public 

Schools Teacher of the 

Year. Story on A8.

C o n v e n i e n t 
A p p o i n t m e n t s  ava i l a b l e . A s k  yo u r  p r i m a r y  c a r e  p r o v i d e r                        

706.272.4127
Physician Group

t o  s c h e d u l e  yo u r 
c o l o n o s c o p y.

EVENT

Sharion’s Silk Flower Outlet, LLC
Stewart Wholesale Flowers

905 Lovers Lane Road, SE   Calhoun Ga.  30701  •  706-625-5519  •  800-465-8468

10% OFF STOREWIDE

20% OFF ALL TREES
Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Monday-Thursday 9am-6pm   

 Friday-Saturday 9am-5pm Sunday 1pm-5pm

First 30 

Customers 

Receive A 

FREE GIFT!

WHOLESALE 

& RETAIL 

FLORAL 

SUPPLIES

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

It’s probably not often that a group 
of people ranging from pastors to 
city and county government, law 
enforcement, judges, social services, 
citizens and the homeless gather in 
one location to try to understand and 
solve a serious problem together. 
That’s what happened at Ringgold 

Baptist Church the cold afternoon 
of Thursday, Nov. 15.

The city of Ringgold has been 
grappling with the issue of several 
homeless men living under a bridge. 
Residents have expressed concerns 
ranging from the safety of children 
to problems for nearby businesses, 
litter and the integrity of the bridge 
structure because fires were being 
built under it.

Ringgold City Council passed an 
“emergency urban camping ordinance” 
at its Nov. 12 meeting that resulted in 
deadlines for those living under the 
bridge to find other accommodations.

By the time of the community gath-
ering of dozens of people at Ringgold 
Baptist, only one man remained a 
resident under the bridge. 

PASSION & COMPASSION
Churches, community leaders join forces on Ringgold’s homeless problem

Dozens gather at Ringgold Baptist on Nov. 15 to try to find solutions to former prisoners who become homeless. / Tamara Wolk

Ringgold holds first reading for urban camping ordinance

Property tax 
exemption 
proposed 
for senior 
citizens

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Catoosa County school board 
members and county commis-
sioners met Thursday, Nov. 15, 
to announce a possible reduc-
tion in property taxes for resi-
dents 65 years and older.

S c h o o l s 
Superintendent 
Denia Reese 
explained that 
if the bill that 
the Board of 
Education and 
Board of Com-
missioners are 
asking Sen. Jeff 
Mullis and Reps. 
Dwayne Hill and 

Steve Tarvin to introduce to 
the Georgia General Assembly 
during its next session passes, 
it will then go on the Novem-
ber 2019 ballot for local resi-
dents to vote on.

If it passes the test of a local 
vote, Catoosa residents who 
qualify will see their property 
tax bills go down beginning 
in 2020.

The criteria to qualify for 
a reduction includes being a 
homeowner age 65 or over and 
having an income of $30,000 or 
less. If those terms are met, the 
homeowner will see a $40,000 
deduction on the assessed value 
of his or her home, reducing 
and possibly eliminating the 
school district ad valorem tax. 
The current age for a similar 
tax break is 75 years or older.

Don Dycus, school board 
chairman, said the board has 
been working on the tax break 
for a number of years.

“Our reduced budget for so 
many years, because of QBE not 
being fully funded and because 
of the last recession, prevented 
us from doing this,” he said.

Dycus said the economic 
recovery and the full funding 
of the Quality Basic Educa-
tion Act that resumed last year 
made it feasible for the board 
and the commission to pursue 
a further tax break for older 
residents.

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Three nights after implementing 
an emergency ordinance to regulate 
its urban camping issue, the city of 
Ringgold held its first reading of the 
new order Thursday evening, Nov. 15.

The ordinance, which deals with 
“Urban Camping and Improper Use 
of Property,” had been discussed over 
the past month and a half after sev-
eral residents complained to Coun-
cilman Larry Black about homeless 
people permanently living under 
the bridge over South Chickamauga 
Creek along U.S. Highway 41 next 
to the Ingle’s grocery store.

After the issue was first brought 
up in early October, residential con-
cerns intensified when it was learned 
that multiple men residing under the 
bridge were convicted sex offenders.

On Monday night, Nov. 12, sev-
eral residents spoke during the City 
Council meeting expressing their con-
cern for the safety of their children.

That parental worry, combined with 
safety concerns involving with the 
building of fires and use of cooking 
equipment under the bridge where a 
main gas line exists, forced the coun-
cil’s hand in getting the ordinance 
in place in an emergency capacity.

“We can’t solve this problem over-
night,” Black said. “We as a City Coun-
cil had decided how we needed to 
go forward to address the concerns 
of our residents.”

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

It’s that magical time of 
year when we can put aside 
some of our worries without 
feeling guilty and indulge our 
children and our inner chil-
dren. Here are some upcom-
ing local holiday events:

 ♦ Meet Santa and his 
reindeer: Nov. 24, from 9:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Wel-
come Center at Doc Steve’s, 

202 Tennessee St., Ringgold.
 ♦ Meowy Christmas 

Cat/Kitten adoption 
event: Dec. 1, from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. at Petsense, 2039 
Battlefield Parkway, Fort 
Oglethorpe.

 ♦ Ringgold Christmas 
Parade: Dec. 7, at 6 p.m., 
Nashville Street.

 ♦ Christmas Expo at 
the Depot: Dec. 7, 5-9 p.m., 
and Dec. 8, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
at 155 Depot St., Ringgold.

 ♦ Ringgold “Sleigh 
Rides” on Nature Trail: 
Dec. 7, 8, 14, 15, from 6-9 p.m. 
$3 per rider, includes hot cocoa, 
snacks, Santa at end of ride. 
Meet at the parking lot across 
from the walking bridge near 
the Depot, 155 Depot St.

 ♦ Fort Oglethorpe 
Christmas Parade: Dec. 
8 at 6 p.m. Starts in front 
of Maxi Muffler on Lafay-
ette Road and runs south 
to Barnhardt Circle.

Holiday events both for the kiddos and for the grown-ups
Local 

Christmas 
parades 
(like this 

one in Fort 
Oglethorpe) 
and events 

offer fun 
for children 
and adults. 

♦

Tamara Wolk

Ringgold City Council held the first reading of its new urban camping ordinance 
during a special called meeting Thursday night, Nov. 15. From left: City Coun-
cil members Larry Black and Sara Clark and Mayor Nick Millwood. / Adam Cook

Denia 

Reese
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