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Elementary School.
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Jazzmyn Elston 

reaches a milestone 

as the Region 6-AAA

tournament begins.
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Express your love with romantic jewelry — 
Engagement rings • Wedding sets • Necklaces 

Bracelets • Earrings • Watches

Trade in your 
scrap gold & silver 

towards new 
Valentine
Jewelry!

VALENTINE’S DAY 

FEBRUARY 14
SHOP NOW FOR BEST PRICES!

• Financing WAC 

• Free Gift Wrap 

• Expert Watch & Jewelry Repair

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Plaster together the 
skeletons of billions 
and billions of tiny 
dead marine creatures 
and you have limestone.

Northwest Georgia 
boasts a lot of 
limestone, because 
at one time a good 
chunk of the state was 
underwater where 
little creatures died 
and their remains 
compressed into the 
sedimentary rock that 
now juts out along 
roadsides and is mined 
for commercial use.

One slab of 
limestone from Fort 
Oglethorpe enjoys a 
life of minor stardom. 
It sits, mounted on a 
plaque engraved with 
its name and place of 
origin, in the Tellus 
Science Museum in 
Cartersville, 70 miles 
down I-75 (a great day 
trip). Flanked on either 
side by other mounted 
rocks from around the 
state, Fort Oglethorpe’s 
limestone holds the 
position of sixth rock 
from the right.

“There are a lot 

of good limestone 

outcroppings in 

Catoosa County where 

explorers can examine 

the rock for ancient 

marine life,” says lay-

paleontologist and 

museum volunteer 

Bill Montante, 
“including one around 
a bridge just south 
of Chickamauga 
Battlefield.”

Montante was set 
up at Tellus on Sunday, 
Jan. 29, showing some 
of the fossils from his 
own searching and 
digging. A 325-million-
year-old fern fossil 
from Lookout Mountain 
nestled among even 
older Georgia trilobites, 
dinosaur bones and 
teeth, ancient fish 
fossils, and even 
dinosaur “poop” (or 

scientifically speaking, 
coprolite).

One of Montante’s 
special finds on display 
from his fossil digs 
around the country was 
a tooth from a 35-foot-
long crocodilian called 

a Deinosuchus. The 
tooth is believed to be 
the largest ever found 
in the southeastern 
United States.

Montante’s 
explorations started 
around age 10 in 

Buffalo, N.Y., where 
he loved digging in 
streams and haunting 
the fossil floor of the 
Buffalo Natural History 
Museum. He grew up 
to become an engineer, 
but he never stopped 

studying natural history 
and digging for the 
extinct.

Montante moved 
to Georgia in 1976 and 
immediately began 
exploring his new 
state. He also acquired 
a few more hobbies, 
including panning 
for gold and digging 
into Civil War history 
both literally (metal 
detecting for relics) 
and intellectually (co-
founding the Dalton 
Civil War Roundtable 
and serving as its first 
president in 1982).

Work took Montante 
away from Georgia for 
nearly a decade, but 
he returned in 1991 to 
make the Peach State 
his home. “Georgia 
has a rich and diverse 
fossil and geological 
history,” he says. “I love 
searching it out and 
sharing it, especially 
with visitors at the 
museum.”

Over the course 
of his careers – the 
professional one 
and the hobby one  – 
Montante has traveled 
48 states and 22 
countries and has had 
the opportunity to dig 
for fossils as far away 
as China.

Montante was 
volunteering with 
Tellus even before 
it opened in 2009. 
Originally the Weiman 
Mineral Museum, 
featuring minerals and 
rocks from around the 
state, the museum was 

Fort Oglethorpe: 70-miles south 

... and six rocks from the right
The Tellus Science 

Museum sits in 

Cartersville, just off 

Interstate 75 at exit 

293. For more in-

formation about the 

Tellus Science Mu-

seum at tellusmu-

seum.org.

Above: Bill Montante is a retired engineer and lifelong amateur paleontologist 

who has helped put Georgia on the global map as a soft-fossil preservation 

site. Below: A slab of limestone (sixth from the right) sits on display at the 

Tellus Science Museum in Cartersville. (Catoosa News photos/Tamara Wolk)

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The city of Ringgold has announced it 
will close down a portion of Chapman Road 
off U.S. Highway 41 as part of a storm water 
maintenance project.

The Chapman Road entrance between the 
Sonic and Spencer B’s BBQ restaurants will 
begin its closure on Tuesday, Feb. 14, and could 
last a couple of months.

For years, that portion of Chapman Road 
has flooded during heavy rainfall, causing 
residents in the Callaway Farms neighborhood 

Chapman Road in Ringgold to close for storm water maintenance Feb. 14

The city of 

Ringgold will close 

down the entrance 

to Chapman Road 

between Sonic 

and Spencer B’s 

BBQ for as long as 

45 days beginning 

Tuesday, Feb. 14. 

(Catoosa News 

photo/Adam Cook)
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