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Ferst Readers of Polk 
County will hold its annual 
Afternoon with the Authors 
on Sunday, Feb. 24 from 2 
to 4 p.m. at In The Woods 
in Rockmart. We welcome 
donations throughout 
the year to fund the over 
1,100 children in Polk 
County who receive free 
books each month. Ferst 
Readers is dedicated to 
early childhood literacy, 
mailing books to children 
ages birth to their fifth 
birthday. 

On Saturday, March 2, 
2019 at 9 a.m., the Polk 
County Republican Party 
will convene Precinct Mass 
Meetings to elect Delegates 
and Alternates to the Polk 
County Republican Party 
Convention at the Cherokee 
Country Club, 150 Club 
Drive in Cedartown. 
Registration will begin 
at 8 a.m. The convention 
will start at 10 a.m., and 
costs are $10. Contact Dr. 
Marc Wall at 770-749-
0420 about the upcoming 
convention and monthly 
meetings of the party.

Give a child a safe place 
to go after school and 
learn valuable lessons 
about community, life 
and academics by getting 
involved in the Boys & 
Girls Club of Northwest 
Georgia in Cedartown. 
Visit their center at 321 
E. Queen St., Cedartown 
from 2:30 to 6 p.m. on 
weekdays and bring your 
children ages 5-18 for 
afternoon activities. For 
more information on how 
to participate or volunteer, 
call our office at 770-749-
0869 or email asams@
bgcnwga.org.

See CALENDAR, A10

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The Rockmart police chief said 
previous information linking 
double shootings in January, 
which left four dead, to gang-
related activit ies was both 
“inaccurate and premature.”

Rockmart Police Chief Keith 
Sorrells said in a Jan. 30 release 
his intention is to provide accurate 
information but also keep the 
integrity of the investigation and 
future prosecution of 27-year-
o ld  Daylon Delon Gamble 
intact. This came in the days 
following Gamble’s capture in 
Indiana as police continued their 
investigation into the double 
shootings last week. 

In his statement, he said that “At 
this time, any previous statements 

or information indicating that 
the recent shooting that rocked 
the Rockmart community was 
in some manner gang-related 
would be both inaccurate and 
premature.”

Gamble remains in custody in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, on murder 
charges filed by the Georgia 
Bureau of Investigation following 
the Jan. 24 shootings. 

Gamble is accused of shooting 
five people, killing four, at two 
different locations in Rockmart 

on Jan. 24. All  f ive people 
were shot in the head and Polk 
County Coroner Tony Brazier 
earlier described them akin to 
an “execution.”

Helen Rose Mitchell, 48, and 
Jaequnn Davis, 19, were killed at a 
Williamson Street home. Arkeyla 
Perry, 24, and Dadrian Cummings, 
26, were killed at a Rome Street 
home. The two locations were 
within three blocks of one another.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

It’s a problem that cities and 
counties across the country face all 
the time. What does a community 
do when it doesn’t have direct access 
to the interstate to bring people in? 

Polk County is no stranger to being 
off the beaten path. At one time when 
the Silver Comet ran through the 
county on a path northward, there 
were at least brief visitors who saw the 
rural landscape from their seats and 
could spread the gospel of Cedartown 
and Rockmart far and wide. 

Nowadays, the Highway 27 and 
Highway 278 corridors bring more 
truck traffic than tourists, though 
those numbers are on the rise as 
the former rail line now serves as a 
bicycle trail from the Alabama state 
line all the way to the metro Atlanta 
area. The Cedartown Museum of 
Coca-Cola Memorabilia next door 
to the Standard Journal attracts 
people during weekend visits (they 
sometimes even confuse the office 
doors with those of the museum on 
Saturday mornings.)

It would be happy dreams come 
true for local businesses to see a huge 
increase in the amount of tourism 
dollars being spent in downtown 
areas, since these customers are the 
kind Polk County enjoys. People who 
come to see the sights, spend their 
dollars and cents in restaurants, 
shops and gas stations, and send 
them onward to tell others what the 
area has to offer. 

New efforts are now underway to 
get to those goals with the help of 
the state’s Department of Economic 
Development Tourism Product 
Development team. It gives local 
officials a blueprint that may bring 
growth in visitor spending and give 
businesses new revenue streams to 
fill their coffers, and reinforce many 
ideas that are already being pursued 
or have been completed.

Their visit back in fall 2018 took 
them to all corners of the local area, 
from the Silver Come Trail and local 
parks and museums, to places off 
the beaten path like Hightower Falls 
and Carlton Farms. 

The team was back in Polk County 
providing a report last Thursday on 
where locals should focus their efforts 
first. The 100-plus page was too long 
to regurgitate in full for officials in 
the meeting at the Slate Building in 
Rockmart, but they hit highlights of 
what they believe should be the main 
areas to develop. Top among them, 
and where efforts were tried in the 

past and are still ongoing: signage. 

Getting around Polk 
County

For people who live in the local 
area, directions might go something 
like this: “turn right out of here and 
go down to the light. Turn left there, 
then turn right again… If you go past 
Huddle House you’ve gone too far…”

That’s not exactly a helpful way 
to get people who don’t have license 
plates proclaiming their home as Polk. 
One of the team’s first suggestions for 
officials from the cities, county and 
local businesses and organizations 
was to get signage up to direct people 
around Cedartown and Rockmart. 

Especially for those trying to find 
the Silver Comet trailheads spread 
across the county in Rockmart, 
Cedartown and select spots in 
between. 

They also wanted to see Polk County 
put up gateway signage much in the 
same vein as what Rome has when 
residents get within the city limits, 
or Griffin or Dalton. Signage also is 
needed to direct people off of Highway 
27 or Highway 278 into the downtown 
areas of Rockmart and Cedartown, 
and along the trail as well. 

The team pointed to the example 
of the signage used on the Swamp 
Rabbit Trail on Greenville County, 
South Carolina as an idea for local 

officials to pursue in order to get 
some signage up. 

It’s efforts that have been tried 
before. The Polk County Chamber of 
Commerce in years past attempted 
to spearhead an effort to put up real 
gateway signage into Polk County, 
but couldn’t get any landowners to 
donate small parcels of land to put 
up large signage in years past. 

Instead, they settled at the time 
on being able to put up new signs 
that replaced the “Welcome to Polk 
County – Where Folks are Friendly” 
signs with smaller ones on poles at 
major entryways into the county. 

The tourism team also said in their 
report and during the presentation 
that local officials needed to work 
on unified signage to make getting 
around as easy as possible for visitors. 
Having several different styles of signs 
would only confuse those from out 
of town, but also compliment what 
is already here. 

Utilizing resources 
already here

Nick Chubb. Sterling Holloway. 
Carlton Farms. West Cinema. 

All of these are recognizable names 
both here, and in many cases far afield 
from Polk County. (Especially for lovers 
of old films, and current NFL stars.)

Come see Polk County
State tourism team sees great opportunities in enticing visitors

Aragon finance 
meeting being 
rescheduled
By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The Aragon City Council was 
supposed to get together for a 
meeting with a long agenda on 
the finances. 

Unfortunately, snow got in 
the way of making that happen. 
Well, the threat of snow that 
never materialized. 

C i t y  C l e r k  C h r i s t i e 
Langston announced the 
early cancellation of the Jan. 
29 meeting at the start of last 
week before when the forecast 
had called for winter weather 
to hit the area, and freezing 
temperatures keep it on the 
ground. 

She said a meeting date 
hasn’t been firmed up yet, but 
will take place during the week 
ahead of the council’s regular 
session coming up later in the 
month on Thursday, February 
21.

Items that were up for 
discussion and potential 
vote included the finances, 
a  d iscuss ion with  the 
city’s financial consultant 
Rick Hartley, a potential 
discussion of asset sales, 
the creation of a promised 
e m e r g e n c y  f u n d  a n d 
limitations on how it can be 
used, and additionally of the 
city’s use of Waste Industries 
to undertake trash collection 
services. 

They also planned to have 
a discussion of the city’s 
vacation policy, and time was 
also set aside for comments 
from the council and mayor. 

Police seek help 
finding serial 
stalker on the 
run in Polk
By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Police are asking the help 
of the public in tracking down 
a man previously convicted 
on stalking charges and 

who is facing 
an additional 
charges locally 
of harassing 
three different 
people in the 
Rockmart area. 

Polk County 
Police Chief 
Kenny Dodd is 
requesting help 

and asks people to be on the 
lookout for 54-year-old Keith 
Foster, recently of the Vinson 
Mountain area, currently 
being sought on misdemeanor 
stalking charges. 

Dodd said Foster was last 
seen at a convenience store 
near the Haralson County 
line driving a white Chevrolet 
pickup truck, and that 
additional potential sightings 
have also placed him near the 
Bartow County line as well. 

“We’ve got to find him to 
serve him with additional 
charges,” Dodd said. 

Foster is accused of stalking 
three different women in east 
Polk County. He was previously 
convicted of misdemeanor 
stalking charges 10 times 
between Bartow, Haralson and 
Paulding counties, along with 
four different felony counts of 

Daylon Gamble found in Indiana
 ♦  Sorrells: Calling 

shootings gang-related 
‘inaccurate and premature’
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Keith Foster

Rockmart’s lighting project in the downtown area was one item the state’s tourism product development team said 
was good for bringing visitors from outside of Polk County downtown, and help them feel safer parking when they are 
on the Silver Comet Trail. / Photo contributed by Jeri Purdy

State tourism officials think the area can capitalize off of murals like the one 
on the side of the Cedarstream building on Main Street in Cedartown as an 
example of how to market a location, and also have it act as a standalone 
attraction. / Kevin Myrick 


