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The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Daniel 

Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.com. 

From the 

newsroom

Out of an abundance of 

caution The Calhoun Times 

office is temporarily closed. 

Please contact us at the 

following phone numbers or 

email addresses so we may 

assist you.

Newsroom:

Phone: 706-766-3777

Email: calhountimes@

calhountimes.com

Legal Ads:

Phone: 770-748-1520 — 

press 1 for classifieds/legals

Email: ctlegals@npco.com

Classified ads:

Phone: 770-748-1520 — 

press 1 for classifieds/legals

Email: beasterwood@

npco.com

Advertising:

Phone: 706-629-2231 — 

press 4 for advertising

Email: bsteele@

calhountimes.com or 

aperkins@calhountimes.com

Circulation/ 

Subscriptions:

Phone: 706-290-5200

Email: circulation@npco.

com

Mailing address for 

payments:

Calhoun Times

P.O. Box 1633

Rome, GA 30162

Businesses share in COVID aid

From staff, AP reports

Calhoun’s Apache Mills was one the biggest 
of the early beneficiaries of the small business 
lending program aimed at minimizing layoffs 
during the coronavirus pandemic, with the com-

pany receiving between $5 and $10 million, 
according to information released this week.

The application from Apache Mills did not 
project saving any jobs, but Gordon County em-
ployment agency 2Work LLC, citing 500 employ-
ees, and Talley Construction Co. in Rossville, 
with 223, received loans of up to $5 million.

All told, the Treasury Department’s Paycheck 
Protection Program authorized $520 billion for 
nearly 5 million mostly small businesses and 
nonprofits. On Monday, the government released 
the names and some other details of recipients 
who were approved for $150,000 or more.

More than 86% of the loans were for under 
$1 million.

Other local businesses on the list that re-
ceived between $1 and $2 million, as well as 
the number of employees the loans are meant 
to protect, included:

 ♦ Brumlow Mills, 137 employees
 ♦ Foam Products Corp., 95 employees
 ♦ Fox Systems Inc., 97 employees
 ♦ Northwest Georgia Paving, no employees 

listed

 ♦ At least 10 local business received 
loans of $1 million or more from the 
federal government, meant to help 
save jobs. 

Sheriff’s 
office is 
looking for 
missing teen

 ♦ Sierra Leann Brunner 
was last seen by family 
members Monday night.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

The Gordon County Sheriff’s 
Office is seeking the public’s as-
sistance in location a missing 
or runaway teenager.

Sheriff Mitch Ralston report-
ed on his website Wednesday 
that 16-year-old Sierra Leann 
Brunner was reported missing 
on Tuesday, July 7. She was 
last seen by family members 
the night before at her home 
in Plainville.

According to the sheriff’s 
post, evidence indicates that 
Sierra left the home willingly, 
and there is no evidence of foul 
play. Detectives assigned to 
the case believe that she might 
have left the home en route to 
an unknown destination. She 
may or may not be in the com-
pany of other persons.

Sierra is described as a white 
female, 5’5” and 210 pounds, 
with blonde hair and blue eyes. 
Anyone with information regard-
ing her whereabouts is asked 
to contact the sheriff’s office 
at 706-629-1244 or call 911.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Gordon County residents who re-
peatedly let their animals wander 
free could face a fine of as much 
as $1,000 and/or up to 60 days in 
jail after the Board of Commission-
ers approved an amendment to the 
county’s leash laws this week.

County Administrator Jim Led-
better told commissioners that those 
punishments would most likely only 
ever be used to punish repeat of-

fenders and that the 
actual penalty would 
be determined by a 
judge on an individ-
ual basis.

Ledbetter explained 
that while the county 
has had a leash law on 
the books for quite 
some time, it did not 
include a provision for punishing of-
fenders. He cited an example where 
one such person hired a lawyer who 
pointed that fact out in court.

“So there was nothing the court 
could do,” he said.

Ledbetter said dogs and cats run-
ning loose in neighborhoods around 
the county is a problem that he gets 
calls about regularly.

“I’ve gotten as many complaints 
about dogs running at large as I have 
just about anything else, I think,” he 
said during the meeting.

In other action, the board:
 ♦ Heard from Ledbetter that the 

county has been awarded a little more 
than $2 million from the CARES Act, 
but that he is still researching to en-
sure the money is used as prescribed. 

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

The Voluntary Action Center will move forward 
with plans to expand its Community Kitchen 
Meal Program this year after raising $25,000 
in the span of three months. The funds are be-
ing matched by an anonymous donor and will 
go toward expanding the Hunger and Home-
less Outreach programs, specifically its highly-
anticipated dinner program.

The addition of dinners to the Community 
Kitchen Meal Program was put on pause earli-
er this year after COVID-19 caused businesses, 

including the VAC’s thrift store, to shut down 
operations for several months. Executive Direc-
tor Stacy Long said she is thankful 
that the donor decided to step up 
and fill in for the losses the orga-
nization suffered during that time.

“We are so thankful and appre-
ciative of the support, both from 
our donor and the community,” 
Long said. “Everyone who made 
a contribution made a difference 
for families here in the county.”

There is no set date as of now for the start of 
the dinner program, but Long said she thinks it 

will be possible to get something off the ground 
by the end of the year. 

At that time, dinner will be phased in slowly, 
with warm meals first served on Wednesdays 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

The goal is to add additional days and serv-
ing times until hot dinners are being served five 
days a week in the kitchen.

Other programs to benefit from the money 
raised through the matching fundraiser include 
the VAC’s community kitchen, food pantry and 
laundry and shower facilities, among others.

Gordon County commissioners 
adopt a leash law amendment

Taylor Baker

Children play at the Sonoraville splash pad on Thursday.

 ♦ The board also heard about the completion of the new 
health department building and the Sonoraville splash pad. 

Stacy Long

Jim 
Ledbetter

Contributed

Sierra Leann Brunner
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Voluntary Action Center reaches $25K goal
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